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The Argument and Connexion of 

the folkming Discourses. 

JHRISTIAN Knowledoi Sirm; 
p comes very ftroi^y rccom- *• 
\ mended to us. from its own 
I Excellency and Importance ; 
~ "~ ' that Branch of it efpccially re- 
lating to the SatisfaSien of Cbrijl, which is JJ, 
the meritorious Caufe of our Juftification ; as 
Faitb, when found, lively and pradical is its 20. 
(onditienal one. 

To induce and enable us to attend ef- 
feftually to this Condition, that it may at 
• laft end in our Salvation, the Divine Grace IV, 
is promifed to fupport our bcft Endeavours. 
TlKfe are powerfiilly enforced from the Re- 
lation we ftand in to God, as his Children, — - 
his SuhjeffSi — and his Servants j as well as V". VI. 
from the Motives of Intereft drawn from ^H- 
the Value and irreparable Lofs of the Soul. — VIII. 
And that the Performance of our Duty may 
be acceptoble, it muft be in tht- Mcafure 
of it tiniverfal, and in its Progrcfs fer-lyi. "ff 
fetual. A 3 
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Mr. Thomas Heathfield of Tiverton^ Devon 
Mr. Laurence Heard of Dclton, ditto 
Mr. fVilliam Hearding of Aifbreigney^ ditto 
Rev. Mr. Charles Hearder of Abbotjkerfwilleyditto 
Rev. Mr. G//^<?r/ Hearder of ^///^ 
Rev. Mr. Thomas Hele of Beaford^ ditto 
Robert Henley ^ Efq; of Wooton GlanviU Dorfet 
Mr. Phoclon Henley of Wadham Coll. Oxon 
Hon. iJe?^^/ Herbert y Efq; of Higbclere^Hants 
Hon. Mrs. Herbert of ^///^ 
Right Hon. Lady Margaret Herbert of 4^///^ 
7t^i&» //^/^, Efq-, ofPenryny Cornwally 3 Gop. 



Rev. Mr. Francis Herle 

Rev. Mr. EdmUnd Herring cf WaHch^mptpn 

M-. Thomas Hewitt cf Padftow^ Cornwall 

Mr. Benjamin Hickey of Briftol 

Rev. Mr. Wflliiun Hicks cf Shebbcar, Devon 

Mr, Nathlaniei H^cks cf St. Ives, Cornwall 

Mr. John Hiem oj Great Torrington, Devon 

Rev. Mr. HUl Cinon Rejtd. of Wells. 

Rev. Mr. Charles Hill of Fren^ington, Devon 

Rev. Mr. William Hill^Braijon-Flemin^ dit, 

M-V Richard Hill, ^/ Falmouth,. Cor;iwall 

Mr. Caleb Hillicr ^/ Cire^^cefter, Glocefterlh. 

Matthew HiIIyard,M, ,2)., </ Taunton^ Somerf- 

Mr. William Hipplnev (/I'Brift^l ! . / * 

Rev. Mr. Ho2id\tifyCtan(elicrvf Wincbcfter - 

Rev. Mr. Hobbes cf .^ancred, Cornwall 

Mr. William Hockef of Penryn, ditto 

Rev. Mr. John Hocking of Cakhampton 

M-. Jofeph Hodder of Briftol 

Rev. Dr. Hodges, Prov. of Oriel Coll. Oxon 

Rrj. Mr. William Hole, Archdeacon ^/Barum, 

Devon, 2 Copies 
Rrj. Mr. Richard Hole of North-Tawton 
Rev. Mr. John Hole of Romandeigh, Devon 
Rev. Mr. Nicolas Hole of Burrington, ditto 
Ffancis Hole, * Efii\ of Clerkenwell, London 
Emanuel Hole, Efq\ of Exeter 
Mr'. Jofhua Hole of South-moulton, Devon 
Mrs. Elizabeth Hole- of Roborough, ditto 

Rev. 
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Rev: Dr. Holme, Dean ^/Exeter, 2 Copies 

Rev, Dr. Holme of Hadley, Dcrfet 

Rev. Mr. Henry Holdfworth of Dartmouth 

Mr. William- Hollifter (7/- Briftol • 

Rev. Mr. John Honey of Lifkard, CornwalJ 

M^. William Horndon of Callington, Pevon 

Mr. Richard Horwood of Briftol 

Rev. Mr.¥LQoxx.oTi of Moreton, Dorfct 

Rev. Mr. Jofliua Howd 

Mrs. Hbyle (7f Chumley^ Devon, 2 Copies 

Rev. Mr. Huddleftone of St. Cutbcrt, Wells 

Mr. ThOmas^H\ighes of Wells 

Rev. Afr. HugjYes of Mintem, Dorfet 

ReVn Mr. iThomas Hurrell. 6 Copies 

Rev. Mr. Hutchins of Hadierope, Gloucefterfli, . 

Rev. Mr. Thomas Hutton of North Bovey 

Rev. Mr. Charles Hutton ^/George Nympton 

Rev. Mr. John Huxham 

Rev. Dr. Hume 

Rev. Dr. Heylin 

I. 

Mr. William Jackfon of Exeter 

Mr. John James of Falmouth 

Mr. Richard James of ditto 

Mr. Thomas Pans of Inftow, Devon 

Mr. Edward Tans of Whitfton, Cornwall 

Rev. Mr. George JefFery of Linkinhom, ditto 

Rev. Mr. Jenkins Prebendary of Wells 

Mr. 
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Mr. William Jenn of Dolton^ Djevon 

Mx. Arthur Jepfon of Briftol 

Mr. James JewzU of Tmro^ Cornwall 

Mr. Thomas hnber of SouthampUnj Hants 

Mr. Martin Innys of Briftoi 

Six William Irhy^ Bart. 

Rev. IVfr. George Jones of Moriboe^ Devon 

Mr. William Jones tABifbofs Nympton^ diitd 

Reif. Mr. Jt?/?^ 5^w^j of Rotherwick^ Hants 

Rev. Mr: John Jones of St. Peter\ Brifiol 

Mr. Thomas Jones of «////^ 

Mr. 7^i&» Jordan^ jun. of ^//^^ 

Mr. Hicdas Ivey of S"r«r^5 Ce>rfr* 

K. 

Mr. William Karflakt <rf" $outhn(dton, Dev. 
Mr. Keigwin 

Mr. 'Nicolas Kellaway of JBr/^f ^/ 
Mr. 7(«&» X^;*r^ of Mejhdw^ Devon 
Mrs. 7<?»? Jf^^ of MUrj Cornwall 
Rev. Dr. Kenrick 
'Mr. JGiW^/ of Tiverton^ Devdn 
Rev. Dr. ii/V;^ of ^/. Mchael^s Crooked-lane, 

London 
Mr. John King of Glocefier 
Mr. iio^w/ jbff^ of £rf/o/ 
Rev. Mr. JGngfton of fFokey, Somtrfet 
Mr, 7af tf* Xk^(T of Fairford, Ghcefterflj. 

« 

[ b 3 Right 
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L. 

Right Honourable the Earl of Utchfield 

Right Rev. Bifliop of London^ 7.6 Copies 

Honourable Robert Lee^ Efq-, 

Rev. Mr. Lacy of Stinsford^ Dorfet 

Mr. James Lake of Great Torrington, Devon 

Mr. James Lambe of Fairford^ Gloceji. 4 Cop. 

Mrs. Lambe of dittOy 4 Copies 

Mr. Richard' Lane of Milor, Cornwall 

Mr. James Langdon of Bijhop^s Nymftonj Dev* 

Mr. Malachi Lajkey of Falmouth 

Rev. Mr. JViUiam Lqvers of ff^oodhfghj Ikv* 

Mr. 7^i&» L^-a; of Exeter 

Rev. Mr. L^^ of fFeft^-^anton-heady Somerfet 

Mx^. Elizabeth Lee oi Briftol y.^ ,• 

Rev. Mr. L(?^/t^ of Fortejham^ Dorfet 

Rev. Dr. Leigh of Dorchefter^ 3 Copiejs . 

5tfr. £. L^/^i?,Efq; of the IJle of IFighty Hants 

William height Efq; oi Addlefirope^ Qlqcejt. . 

Mr. William Leigh of Bardon^ Scmerjet 

Chrijlopher Lethbridge^ Efq; of Piltep^'Devgn , 

Mrs. Lethbridge of i///^ 
George Lethbridge^ Efq; of J///^ . ,^ 
Mr. PM/^ Lethbridge of iS^»/^» C^ywr/, ^/(?' 
. George Lethbridge^ Efq; of Winkkiglf^ ditto 
Thomas Lethbridge, Efq; of ditto 
Rev. Mr. L^w^;^ of Wefibury^ Somerfet 
Rev, Mr. Lewellyn of 5/. Minvir, Cornwall 
Rev. Mr. G<?^rg-^ Leworthy of ///^i& 5r^j^, D^i;. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Lewes of Tiverton^ Devon 
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Mr. George Lewis of Brifiol 

Captain George Lewis of ditto 

George Ley^ Efq; of Prisford^ Devon 

Rev. Mr. Thomas Ley of Meeth^ ditto 

Rev. Mr. Samuel Ley of Dolton^ ditto 

Rev. Mr. Willism Ley of ditto 

Mrs. Anne Ley of ditto • 

Rev. Dr. Lijle of Burgclere^ Hants 

Rev. Mr. Locket of Crocomh^ Somerset 

John Speccott Long, Efq; 

Mifs L^;^^ 

Mifs Margaret Long 

Mifs Honor Long 

Rev. Mr. L(?»f of Brijlol 

Rev. Mr. Lovelly Prebendary oi Wells 

Rev. Mr. Lovelace of Carhampton^ Somerfet 

Mr. Samuel Lowder of Brijlol 

Mr. Richard Lowe of rf///^ 

Rev. Mr. Lowth^ Fellow of iVi?w C^^. 0;c^» 

Rev. Mr. Robert Luck of Weft-Down^ Devon 

2 Copies 

/forry Luppincott, Efq; of Alverdifcot^ ditto 

Rev. Mr. William Lux of Highwick^ ditto 

Mr. y^i?» Luxmore, jun. of Oakhampton, ditto 

Mr. Thomas Luxton of Wtnkley^ ditto 

William Lyddon^ Efq; of Rackenford^ ditto 

Rev. Mr. Richard Lydiaty Fellow of iVi^ 

[ b 2 ] i?^^'. 
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M. 

Rev. Mr. Macey ef Dorfet 

Mallett, EJq\ af Iddefleigh, Devon 

Richard Mallock, Efyy of Chelftone, ditto 

Mr. H.. Mander of Truro, Cornwall 

Rev. Mr. George Marks of Melhaw, Devon 

Mr. Daniel Marriot of Barnftaple, ditto 

Rev. Mr. William Marlh 

Rev. Mr. Marflial of Bundley, Devon 

Rev. Mr. John Marfhal of Heanton, ditto 

Mr. Marfhal of Padftow, Cornwall 

Mr. Charles Marlhal of Barnftaple, Devon 

Mr. Martyn of Great Torrington, Devon 

Chriftopher Mafterman, Efqy of Truro, Com* 

Rev. Mr. William May ^/. St. Mellion, kiitto 

Rev. Mr. Samuel May of Roborough, Devon 

Mr. Thomas May of Great Torrington, ditto 

Rev. Mr. Thomas Melhuifh <?/Witheridge 

Mrs. Mary Melhuifh of Barnftaple, Devon, 

5 Copies 

Mr. John Merrill of Great Torrington, Dev. 

Rev. Mr. William Mervin of Atherington, dit. 

Rev. Mr. William Milman of Northlew, ditto 
Rev. Mr. Milman of Eaft-Ogwell, ditto 

Rev. Dr. Mills, Cbantor of Exeter, 5 Copies 

Rev. Mr. Mills of Crooks Eaflon, Hants 

Mr. John Mills of Briflol 

Mr. Robert Mills of Watchet, Somerfet 

Rev. Mr. Chrifloph. Mitchel of Southmolton 

Mr. 
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Mr. Philip Mogridge of Mcland, Devon 

Mr. Mithael Molan ef Falmouth 

Molineux, Efqy 5 Copies 

' Rev. Mr. Moody of Alrcsford, Hante 
, Mr. Moore of Plymouth 

Mr. George Moore of Great Torrington 

Mr. Lawrence Moore of Bifhop's Nympton 

Rev. ik&'.ThomasMorgan of Halberton,Devon 

Mr. Charles Morgan of Fairf ord, Glocefterlh. 

Rev. Mr. Morley of Elworthy, Somerfct 

Mr. James Morley of Briftol 

Rev. Mr. William Morris (?/Hartland, Dev. 

Rev. Mr. Thomas Morrifon of Littleham, dit. 
5 Copies 

Rev. Mr. Morfhead, Fellow ofExttcrColl.Ox. 

Mifs Morfhead 

Mrs. Moyle of St. Mellion, Cornwall 

Rev. Mr. Zachary Mudge of Plymouth 

N. 

Mr. Stephen Nafli of Briftol 
Mrs, Grace Nevill of Penryn, Cornwall 
Rev. Dr. Newcomby Dean of Glocefier 
Rev. Mr. Robert Newcomb of Illogan^ Corn, 
Rev. Mr. Noah Newcomb of Glamerganjhire 

Mr. George Newell of Bamjlaple^ Devon 

Mifs Nicholl of Brijiol 

Rev. Mr. Edward Nichols of Unton^ Devon 

Rev, Dr. Nicoll 

Lady 
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lazAj Northcote of Upton-Pyne^ Devon 

Mrs. Elizabeth Nortbcote of ff^nkleyy ditt0 

Rev. Mr. Daniel Nogle oiChollacomb^ ditto 

Mrs. Elizabeth Ncblett of Brijiol 

Mr. John Norman of ditto 

Mr. Thomas Northleigh of Exeter 

O, 

Right Rev. the Bilhop of Oxf^ri, 26 Copies 
Rev. Mr. Obourn of Laverftoke^ Hants 
Mr. William Ofmond of Tormoham^ Devon 
Rev. Mr. Ote^<?» of George-Hamm^ ditto 
Mr. 7t7i&» Oxenham of King/kerfwell^ ditto 

P. 

Rev. Dr. Ptf/» of Steventon^ Hants 

Rev. Mr. P^/», Prebendary of ^^//.f 

Rev. Mr. Dennis Payne of Hambury^ Worceji. 

Rev. Mr. Abraham Payne oi IVinworthy^ Dev. 

Rev. Mr George Paddon of Chawleigh, ditto 

Rev. Mr. William Palmer of Yarnfcomb^ ditto 

Mr. 5^^i&» Palmer of Gr^^/ Torrington^ ditto 

Mr. Nicolas Palmer of South molt on^ ditto ^ 

Mr. 7^z»?^j Palmer of Brijiol 

Rev. Mr. 22^^^/ Parcell 

Mr. ye?i&» Parkifs of Exeter 

Mr. Richard Parker of Brijiol 

Mr. Thomas Pafcho of 5/. /^^j, Cornwall 

Rev. Mr. Pc^Jftngham of Bincombj Dorfet 

William 
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William Machworth Praed^ Efq; of St. Ives 
Mr. ^Thomas Prankard of Briftol 
Charles Pratt, Efqj 
Mr. Samuel Pear of Briftol 
Rev. Mr. Richard Pearfe of Brutton Clovelly 
Rev. Mr. Richard Pearfe oi St. Ives^ Cornwall 
Rev. Mr. Rolert Pearfon 
Mr. John Peafter of Bijhop's Nympton^ Dev. 
Rev. Mr. Peck of Ellisfield, Hants 
Mr. Mt/^j P<?/^/ of Chumley, Devon 
Mr. 7(?i&;^ Peloquin of 5r//^/ 
Mr. i^^/ J P ember ton of ^otnesy Devon 
Mr. 7^i?» Pemberton of Plymouth 
Rev. Mr. Penfound of Haccombe^ Devon 
^ Mr. William Penny of Ne^wton Abbots ditto 
Rev. Mr. Penneck of 4?/. Paul^s^ Cornwall 
Mr. William Pennicott of Exeter Coll. Oxon 
Mr. P^/^ Penrofe of Falmouth 
Mrs. Frances Penrofe of Penryn^ Cornwall 
Rev. Mr. Penrofe of 5/. MtchaeV% Briftol 
Mr, Thomas Pering of Devon 
Mr. Richard Pering of Dreyton^ ditto 
Mn Richard Perkins of 5n}?^/ 
William Pefcod^ Efq; of Winchefter 
Mr. William Peter of Padfto^w, Cornwall 
Mr. Richard Peters of 3lr«r^, ^///^ 
Mr. Pidding of Briftol 
Adam Pierce^ Efq> of 5/&«/i?, D^c?« 
7^2^» P/;/^, Efq; of Eaft-Down, ditt$ 

Rev. 
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Rev. Mr. Edward Pine of Eaft-Down, Dev. 
Rev. Mr. Philip Pine of Oakford, ditto 
Mr. Pitfield of Exeter 

Rev. Mr. John Pitman of Alphington, Dev.. 
Rev. Mr. Price of Briftol 
Humphrey Pridcaux, Efq; of Padftow, Corn. 
Mr. Richard Haynes Plomer of Briftol 
Mrs. Ann Polkinhom of St. Milor, Cornwall 
Nath. Poole, Efq-, of Dulverton, Somerfet 
Rev. Mr. Poole of Faccoiribe, Hants 
Rev. Mr. George Portbury of Exeter 
Mr. Charles Porter of Briftol 
Rev. Mr. Frank Potter 
Rev. Mr. Stephen Potter, of Somerfet 
#Mrs. Prowfe of Whiteford, Cornwall 
Mr. Robert Prowfe of Newton Abbot, Dev. 
Mr. John Pulsford of Aiftireigney, ditto 
Mr. John Pulsford of Wells 
Mr. James Purnel of Briftol 
Mr. Barthol. Pruft of Bndgewater-fquare,Lond. 
Mr. William Pye of Falmouth 
Mr. John Pye of ditto 
Rev. Mr. Thomas Pyle of Weft-Allington 
Mr. Richarjd Pyne (?/Biftiop's Nymyton, Dev, 

Mr. Robert Quarme of Truro, Cornwall 
Mr. William Quarme of Padftow, ditto 
John Quick, Efq-, of Newton, St. Cyres, Dev* 
Rev. Mr, John Quick of Loxore, ditto 
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p 

•• > r 

The Right Honourable Henry Lond if ^/& oF 

Bevofti^ .25^Copies^ = . ' • r- ' 
Rev. Dr. John Ratcliffey Mafter of Femhroki 

Coll. Oxm^ 5 Copies' . ' '. * : 
Thomas RatcUffe^ Efq; of GUceft^ 
Rev; Mr. WiUiam-Radford of laApfatd^ Devon 
Mr. 7^^» Raifpri^oi Wttheriige.; ditta * 

Mr. DOTirf *d^/tf of O^^, S^merjkV * ' ^ 
Rev. Mr. Reading., pTch€t)dzrf of-'Jf^inchefter' 
Mr. i?^^^/ i?^^/4r (^f Dulvericn^ Sakjerf/U - 
Rev. Mr. Benjamin^Reedot'^^tiifl^nyjyevM 
Mr. Jchn'^R.iedof^'GBumky^diito^^iaypo - 

Rev. Mr. Reynolds^ of ]^mpm;'0^^ 6 Copicil 
Mr. ^^i?;^ Richards of Exeter^ 4 Copies 
Rev. Mr. iV/V. Richards of Calftock^ Cornwall 
Rev. Mr. Charles Rijchards of Bron^eldj Sopt^/ 
Rev, Mr, Richards^^i Wdls ,[- , ' •.• 
Rev. Mr. ff(illiam Rt^bbmoilVQlvertofi^ Hants^^ 

3 Copies-. ; , .-. t/ ;, ;., 

Rev. Mr. Walter Robbins of Chathcomhey Sotn. 

Rev. Mr. John Robbins q^ Clovelly^ Bevon^* 

2 Gopies* 
Mrs. Robin/on of 5^/i& 

Rev. Mr. William Roberts of Jacobfton^ Bev. 

3 Copies 

Mr. P^/^r i2^^)& of Penryn\ Cornwall 
Mr. 7(?/&;^ iJ(7J^ of Bijhop's Nympton^ Bev. 

Lady Rogers of Plymouth 

Id Rev, 
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Rev. Mr. Rogers J Fellow oiMagdaUn Coll. Ox. 
Rev. Mr. Rogers of fVitbicombe 
Samuel Rolle^ Efq-, of Hudfeott^ Devon 
Dennis RoUe^ £fq; of Beamj ditto^ 6 Copifcs 
Rev. Mr. Edward Rolle^ Fellow of New Coll. 

Oxon^ 2 Cc^ies 
George Rooke^ Efq-, of Fremington^ Devon 
Rev. Mr. Samuel Roufe^ of Huijh^ ditto 
Rev. Mr. Oliver Roufe of Morinjlowy Cornwall 
Ut. Jacob Rudb/Ul of Briftol 
Rev. Dr. Richard Ruffell of 4&, Hants 
Mr. Edward Ruffell of Falmouth 
Rev. Mr. John Rowe of Holcj Devon 
Rev. Mr. it^av of Idefordy ditto 

S. 

Rev. Mr. Sagitary of Steepleton^ Dorfet 

Rev. Mr. 7(7i&» 5^//<t of Stoke Flemings Devon 

Rev. Mr. James Salter of 5/. Mary Churchy dit: 

Rev. Mr. Thomas Saltren of 5/. /w, Cornwall 

Mr. Richard Sandys oi Penryny ditto 

Mr. Sandford of Eaftcott 

Retr. Mr. ^i7/ii?iw 5^;?/i^ri, Fellow of All-Soulsf 

Oxon 
Mifs Sanjvrd of Dw^» 
Mr. 7^i» 5ii»f ^ of Maric^njleigby ditto 
Mr. 7«^A» 5/7»f <T of Bijhop's Nymptony ditto 
Rev. Mr. James Sanxey oi^etcotty ditto 
Mr. 7^/&» Saunder of Southmoltony ditto 

ReVy 
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Rev. Mr» William Saunders of CuUqmpton 

Mr. AtM-aham Saunders of Great Torrington 

Mr. launders of Shipwafh, Devon 

Mr. Edmund Saunders of BUhop-s Nympton 

Mrs. Sawle 

Rev. Mr, Archer Shakerley of Somerfet, % Co, 

Mr. David Sharp of Briftol 

Mr. Thomas Shattlewood of Falmouth 

Walters Sheldon, Efy^ 

Mr. William Smale of Rackenford, Devon 

Rev. Jk!r. William Sparrow, i^/Chicklade, Wilts 

Rev. Mr* James Sparrow ^/Walcott, Someriet 

Mr. John Stabb of Tormoham, Devon 

Mr. John SufFord 4^f Roborough, D^v. 

ikfr, .Charles Standen^/ Briftol 

Rev. Mr. Stawell of Hawkridge, Somerfct 

Mrs. Ann Stratton of Briftol 

Rev. Mr. William Sealey of Bighton, Hants 

Jkfr. James Sealey of Exeter 

Rev. Mr. Seed of Encham, Hants 

Rev. Mr. Seyer of Briftol 

Rev. Dr. Shaw of Bramley, Hants - 

Mr. Oncfip. Sheere of Great Torrington, Dcv. 

M". William Shemel of Totnes, ditto 

Mrs. Grace Sherlock pf Cockipgton, ditto 

Rev. Mr. Sherwin of C. C. C, Oxon 

Mr, Dan. Shepheard of Coimbra, Portugal 

Mr. Nicolas Shepheard of Bamftaple, Devon 

Mr, Mark Slee of ditto 

[ c a ] Rcv^ 



xxxvi A Lift of the Subfcribers Names. 

Rev. Mr. Thomas Smcrdoft $f Afliburton,Dev. 
Powel Snell, Efq\ <?/Guiting-Grange, Gloceft; 
Rev. Mr. John Snell of Manaton, Devon 
Mr. George Spencer of Biihop's Nympton 
Rev. Mr. Edward Spettigue of Newton St. 

Petroch, D^von 
Jlev, Mr. Steed ^/ Bamftaple, ditto 
Mr. Nathaniel Steel of Falmouth 
Rev. Dr. Lewis Stephens, Cation of Exeter, 

5 Copies 
Mr. Henry Stephens of Witheridge, ditto 
Mr. Jofeph Stephens of Chumley, ditto 
Mr. Edward Stephens of Briftol 
Mr. William Stephens of ditto 
Mr. Francis Stephens of St. Ive^, Cornwall 
Mr. John Stephens of ditto 
Mrs. Mary Stephens of ditto 
Richard Stevens, Efq; of Marland, Devon 
Mr. Hugh Sweete of Great Torrington, ditto 
Captain Shillicorne of Briftol 
Mr. John Simmons of ditto 
Rev. Mr. William Symoiids of St, Ives, Corn. 
Mrs. Jane Syjnonds of Truro, ditto 
Mr. Samuel Skinner of Penryn, ditto 
Rev. Mr. Smith of Calmftock, ditto 
Jlev. Mr, Smidi, Fellow of New Coll. Oxon 
Rev. Mr. William Smith ^ Ch, Ch. Briftol 
Mr; John Smith of^ ditto 
^r. Rpbert Smith cf ditto 

Mr. 
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Mr. Jofeph Smith of Briftol 

Mr. Francis Smith of ditto 

Mr. Henry Smith of ditto 

Mr. Henry Smith of Northmolton, Devon 

Mr. Richard Smith of Falmouth 

Rev. Mr. Thomas Stinton of Ilfordcomb, 

Devon 
Mr. Anthony Swimmer of Briftol 
Rev. Mr. WJUiam Score of Whitftone, Corn. 
Mr. Edward Score of Exeter, 8 Copies 
Mr. PhiHp Scott of Chittlehampfon, Devon 
Mr. Thoinas Scott of High Bickington, ditto 
William Short, Efq-, of Exeter, ditto 
Mr. Short of Black Torrington, ditto 
Richard Shortridge, Efq-, of Witheridge, ditto 
Mrs. Jane Shortridge of Kenfington, 2 Copies 
• Rev. Mr. Snow, Canon of Exeter, 2 Copies < 

Mr. Edward Snoxdlof Falmouth 
Rev. Mr. Sollers of Biandford, Dorfet 
John Spooner, Efq*, ^/ Lincoln's-Inn, London^ 

6 Copies 
Rev. Mr. Stockv/ell of Dummer, Hants 
Mr. Nathaniel Stone of Briftol 
Mr. Thomas Stonenun of Great Torrington 
William Strode, Efq; of Butterford^ Dcvoa 
Rev. Mr. Strother of Penton, Hants 
Rev. Mr. Lewis Southcombe of Rofe Aih, 

Devon, ai Copies 
Rev. Mr. John Southcombe z>/* King's Nymct 

Jidr. 
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Mr. John Southcombc of Bilhop*s Nympton 

Hon. Edward Southwell, E/q^ of King's 

Wcfton, Glocefterlhire 

Sir Stuckley Shuchburgh, BarL e/Lavcrftoke, 
Hants 

Rev. Mr. Shute of Stoke GifFord, ditto 

Lewis Stukely, Efq\ of the Middle Temple, 

London, 2 Copies 

Mr. Philip Sydenham of Bamflaple, Devon 

T. 

Hon. and Rev, Mr. Talbot of Barton, Gloceft, 

Hon. Mrs. Talbot 

Hon. Col Talbot of Great Mortimer-ftreet, 

London 
Hon. John Talbot, Efq\ 
Rev. Mr. William Talbot of Kyneton, Warw, 
Rev. Mr. Gregory Tamlyn of Bradford, DeVt 
Rev. Mr. William Tanner of Cheldon, ditto 
Mr. Jonathan Tanner of Rofe Afb, ditto 
Rev. Mr. Hump. Tanner of Sandford Brett, 

Somerfet 
Mr. Lyddon Tanner of Dulverton, ditto 
Mr. Henry Tapp of Bifhop's Nympton,^ Dcv* 
Mr. John Tapp of ditto 
Rev. Mr.lizpion 
Mr. John Tapfon 
Rev. Mr. Robert Tarrant of Exeter 
Rev. Mr. William Talker of Iddcfleigh,. Dcv, 

|Lcv. 
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Rev. Mr. Chriftopher Tatchell 

Rev. Mr. WiUiam Taunton of Ipplepetty Devon 

Rev. Mr. J'ayler of St. Ewens^ Brijiol 

James ^aylor^ Efq; of Exeter ColL Oxon 

Rev. Mr. Duel Taylor of Bath 

Rev. Mr. Taylor of Heckfieldy Hants 

Mr. Taylor of fTells 

Mr. ^///tfw Tr/i^/^ of Sripl 

Mr. 7<7/J;pi& Tranter of ^///^ 

Mr. TVilliam Temple of ir//p 

Rev. Mr. Templeman^ Prebendary of Glocefter 

Charles Trelawney^ Efq; of Coldrinick, Cornwall 

Sir 7!9i&» Trevelyan^ Bart. 

Rev. Mr. jibrabamTidbouldof Eaftjnfty^ Dev* 

Anthony Tripe, Efq; of Exeter 

Rev. Mr. 7^4^ TV//? of Trantock 

Mifs >^« Slr^ of Hoare Bow den 

Rev. Mr. Hump. Thomas of Falmouth 

Rev. Mr. Jojhua Thomas 

Rev. Mr. Nathaniel Thomas of Jn^c/ 

Mr. 7^i>» Thomas of Bamptpn^ Devon 

Mr. 7^«^j Thompfon of Padfiow, Cornwall 

Mr. Tom/ony fern of ir//^ 

Mr. 7^ifr» Tcmlin/on of £n/(;/ 

/^///^»^ r<wfi^, Efqi of Tritheljoeky Devon ^ 

Rev. Mr. /ft^f i^ Tip/r^^tf of Ly^f^d, ditto 

Mr. G^^^^ 7'A^r»^ of Bijhop^s Nympton 

Mr. 7^^ J'ibrirf of ir//(? 

Mr. Barnabas Thome of £x^/^, 3 Cc^ics 

Mr. 
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Mr. John Tojfell of BHrkington^^ Devon . . 
lyir. Thomas Toihill of, diup ' ' \ . 
Mrs. ElizahetJ^ Towgood o£ Brijioi ' \ ] 
George T(^'ip^end^ ,Efq; of Dqmngien^ Gloceji. '^ 
Mr. Thomas Tcwje of BiJhop*s lfym:pt^r\.,t)ev^^ 

Rev. Mr. Troyte of KiUerton. D^'en 
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Rev. Mr. Jojias Tucker of Ibeah^j^rwr^ dh^^ 
Rev. Mr. John Carter Tucker ot^rlingtqj^j dif^ 
Rjev. Mr. Tucker of Jll'Saints. l^ifiol, * \ 
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SERMON I. 

I Cor. ii. 2. 

For I determined not to know any 
thing atmng youy fave 'Jefus 
Chriji, and him crucified. 

IS thegreatcft Subjefls of the fe- Sirm. 
\ veral Princes of the Ejuth have L 
\ always efteemed the minifterial '■^^^^ 
\ Attendance on their Sovereigns 
to be no way unfuitable to, or 
unworthy of, their Rank and Quality; but 
rather a Preferment, which the moft Ambi- 
tious mig^t juAIy be fond of: So does our 
Apoftle extreamly dcUgKt and glory in the 
Service of his Royal Matter ; in this, and 
in his other Epiftles often calling htmfelf 
the Steward and Emhajfader of Jefus Chrift. 
Which is, indeed, the higheft Title he could 
B give 



2 SERMONS on ftveral 

SiRM. give himfelf, the Mgheft that can be g^ven 

!• to any Man living : For Clirift Jefus being die 
greateft) as vrtM as die b^Mafter in theWorld^ 
the King of kings^ and Lord of lords (a). 
To receive and to execute his Commands mult 
needs be the moft noble Employment, and 
fupreme Honour^ which can accrue to Mor- 
tals. 

And this St. Paul was not only fenfible 
of, but, looking upon himfelf to ftand in 
a very near Relation to his Lord by repre- 
fenting his Perfon, and a£ting by his Com^ 
miiTion, he made it his whole Bulineis to 
fcrve him by fetting forth his. Glory and 
Goodnefs in the Redemption of Mankind. 
Which yet he did not think it expedient to 
difplay with Excellency of Speech^ or hu- 
man JVifdom (tho* no Man was better qua- 
lified than himfelf for fuch a Work either 
by Eloquence or Learning) : But he chofe 
to declare the Tejiimony of God^ as he told 
the Corinthians (b)^ with that Simplicity and 
Plainnefs which became the Golpel of Chrift. 
And the Reafon he here alledges in the 
Text for. fo doing, even becaufe be deter- 
mined not to knowj or make known any 
thing among them^ Jave Jefus Cbrijl^ and 
him crucified. This 

(a) Rev. xviu 14. (h) 1 Cor. ii. x. 
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r 

TMtn Was the Svita and Subftance of all I. 
tiiat great Mm's Preaching and Writing, 
and is in Trut^ the h& End of die Minif* 
try df the Gd^ which was^ ordained onPur- 
p6(e to ^ant, j^opagate, and eftahlilh the 
'Knowledge of Jefus Chrift ia the World : 
That Mankind mi^t noc^ be ignc^rant of their 
great Deliverer, hf whom ti«y ntiay, and 
witlidut whom, they cannot be ttfcuoi froih 
^ tftiferabte difctimftances of their Naturt : 
For, « St. P€iitr kabrmcd die Jews, (c) There 
fs no Sidvatim in a$^ oihtr^ neither is there 
e^ eftb& iTdme Undtr Heawn given amongft 
MeHf wb&eiy we mufihefaved. All who ever 
were or ihall be admitted to Pardon, Grace 
and MStfiey fiom Jdam inclufiye, through all 
fueeeeding Qeheradons down to the End of * 
fime, Ihall enjoy the Blcffing through the 
alone IVforits and Satisfaction of Chriit , It is 
for his Sake altogether, that God is plealed 
to accept of our fincere though imper&6l 
Endeavours to obey and fulfil his Will> 
af|d tonfequendy, in v^n is it to have Re* 
courfe to any other Savioun 

They are not thie abfthife Notions of the 
Plulofophers, nor the entertaining Eloquence 

B 2 of 

(c) A€^« iv. It. 
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Serm. of the Orators, nor the Spirit and Fire of 
h the Poets, which can Ining us to our ulti- 
mate Happineis. Such Guides may lead us 
jup and down in the Wildernefs of this Life ; 
but it is JefuSj of whom yo|b^a was ti^p 
the Tjrpe, who muft introduce us into the 
true Canaan. Arts and Sciences may amuie, 
or even aflift us in the right Management 
of our temporal Affairs ; but the Gofpcl only 
can train us up for, and conduct us ^to our 

eternal Inheritance, that Gofpel! which.re- 

veals Chrift Jefiis unto us ; and thotfore re- 
veals him, th^t we may know him ^nd the 
Efficacy of his Sacrifice to Salvation. Whidb 
Branch of Science the Apoftle does not only 
prefer before all other mental Improvement^ 
but before all worldly Acquifidons whf^- 
foeven IVbat Things^ fays he, yiere Gain to 
tne^ tbqfe I counted Lofs for Cbrift. Ten 
Aoubtlefs^ and I count all things but Lafsj 
for the Excellency of the Knowledge of Cbri/i 
jftfus my Lord : for whom I have fuffered the 
Lafs of all things^ and do count them hm 
JDung, that I may win Chrtfi (d). Ha\qng 
difcovered fuch an amaiing Treafure of Wit 
dom, he found it fo very exceflent and va- 
luaUe, that he reckoned he (hould have bttn 
-an immenfe Lofer, had he; miflcd of thiss 

though 

(JJ Phil, a 7, 8. 
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though in the room of it he (hould have S£RM. 
gotten -ali-^ that a^ misjtidga^ - World tluhks I- 
defirable^*." -- -^ < ^ - . ' 

^ And^l G<kKfaK& being always communica^ 
tive of itfdf^ the holy Man was Ssur fnnn 
concealing' what he had > thus happily dif-*' 
covered. Nay his Zeal for the Honour of 
God aikl the Good of Man^ prompted him^ 
in Spite of the. bittereft C^pofitioHy and at 
the Hazard of life itielf^ to. ^^^eak and de- 
clare tbe fFifdom of God in a Mjfiery^ even 
the bidden Wtfdom 'Oibich God ordained be^ 
fore the^ World unto our'Gloty (e). So that 
he perfevpred* in prcachirig Chrift and him 
crucified, notwjthftanding there were mianjc 
in thofe Days, as well as iathefe, that were 
offended ^ it fTe preackt (ays he^ Cbrifl^ 
micififd^ fo^ the ytws a SmblingrbbcK ^^ 
to the Greeh Foolifimefs \ But Unto them which 
are calledy both' Jews and Greeks^ Cbrift^ fhe^ 
Power of God^ and the Wifilom of God (f).--^ 
To fuch.as attended to the Apoftles Dodbrine 
and were convmed by it, the .Gofpel ap-% 
peared to be the Produ^ erf" i^^te Wifdonx 
and Power, equally wife in the Contrivance^ 
and powerful in tjhe Execution and Effed. 

B 3 But 

(^) t Cor. a 7^ (f)^ €o», i. *3, 24. 



6 SE RMONS onfeveral 

I. But tbe7» ^^ pa^de them&Iyei in their 
worldly WiTdon^i ihall, as a Jud^nent tqKtti 
them for their incorrigible Vanity, be left 
deftitute of that, vhich is fixxn aboire, Thefe 
are thejr> who are reibhsed hot to be iaved 
by the FooUfhneis of Freadimg. Y^ it ^oon- 
cems them to take Notice, that /iK^^^^r^^os^ 
^ tbeCrofs is tatbm Only that ^firFooUfb- 
wifs (g). and if our Gofpd ie bidy it is bid ta 
ibem tbat are left ; In wbom Sbe God of Ms 
fForld batb hUndid tbe J^fuis of tbem wbicb 
believe not^ left tbe tigbt of tbe^loriws Gofpel 
of Cbrifty wbo is tbe Inu^ of Gody Jhould 
Jbinr unto tbem (b). So that they, who de^ 
fpiie the Knowledge of Chrift Jefiis, have no 
Reaibn to vahie themielvei i^on their fu- 
p^rior Dxfcenunent \ it being no oth^, than 
the moft fignal Folly of Wretches, fitted to 
Deftruftion. St /W, we find, when in- 
ipired by the Spirit Qf God himfelf, was in 
a quite oppofite i^y of blinking: For he 
determined not to Imvt or to make known 
Mftf tbing among thof^ to vAnatsi he preach* 
ed the Gofp^ hut Jefus Chr^ ^and bittk 
crucified. 



And 



(g) I Cor, 1 18* (h) 2 Cor, iv. j, 4, 
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SSRM. 

AifD, having iiic Example of To great an _I- 
Apoftle before mie, I juc^ it a^fofecicht Ati- 
tlK>rity for undertaking — to entertain your Me- 
Mtatuks withfime of tbemoft c&nfiiefahle Points 
-whkb we ^g*/ to know concerning^ Cbrift 
JefuSi--^'-and to comnnce your Minis^ that 
'4Us is in^ ail ^Refpeffs the moft excellent 
Knowledge^ 

In general to know Cbrift is to be well ac- 
qudhted with ttett Relijgiori, which lie founded 
in all its Parts, and to have a clear Infight 
intd thofe lively Oracles of Trudi, in whfch 
the Whole tof his Dofhine is contahied : 
JBut more partioilarly it may fighify i right 
Apprdtehfion^ erf thofe Branches of his Reve- 
lation, which imftifediately relate to himfetf» 
and are td be- looked upon as fiich funda- 
mental - Afticlte of it> that it is in vain t<x 
pretend to th6 Knowledge of him^ Withotit 
heartily and fully atknowledgihg them. And 
to this retrained Senfe ihall I limit, what 
I beg Leate to lay before you on the Sub- 
jeft. : 

That there was luch a Perlbn as Jefus 
Chrift, who lived in the Time, Country and 
M«mer fpecified in die Scriptures^ we muft 

B 4 tfc 
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Serm. be at leaft as certain of, as we can be of the 
I* Exiftence of any Man whatfoever, whom we 
have not feen with our own Eyes. 



And we muft alfo be affured, by 
the Account of him recorded in the Gofpel 
with Care and without Prejudice, That there 
never was, nor ever can be fuch another 
Perfon in the World. Since it is there ex- 
prefsly revealed of him, that he was not 
barely Man, but even God likewiie ; that he 
as really partook of the Divine Nature by 
being Son of God, as he did of the Human 

by being Son of Man, and that he thus 

became both God and Man imited in one 
and the fame Perfon. His Works declare 
him as powerfully to be God, as his Suffer- 
ings prove him fenfibly tq be Man ; . and 
unlefs we are fadsfied, that he is God, we 
x:annot believe him to be Jefus or a Sa^ 
viour^ nor unlefs we are fatisfied, that he 
is Man, can we believe that his Merits exr 
tend unto us^ neidier unlefs we are fatisfiod, 
(hat he is both God andA^n, f[^ we be? 
lieve him to be the Mediator between Go4 
and Man. Surely then fb material a Point 
calls for (he moft fenous Attention, and no- 
thing can juftify the treating, that Doctrine 
ftthcr with Scorn, pr ^th l44iffewnce, upoo 

whicli 
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which are ground^ all. oiir Hopes and Ex- Serm. 
.pe£tadon9 ; efpedaUy fince it is maimained, J^ 
and has been ab^indandy pray^by its Adr 
vocates to be, a Truth to eyidie^tly- iieveakd 
(as far as lb high a Myft^.oui be made 
known mtfp us) in God's hdy Wor4» that 
none, but fuch as wilfully ibut their Eyes or 
harden their Hearts, can be ekher ignorant 
or doubtful of it. 

The Proofs in fupport of diis Article are 
as weighty and numerous in the New Tef* 
tament, as the Importance of it is great and 
momentqus in the Chriltian Difpenlaiion. 
But thefe have been fo ofijen and lb indif- 
putably eftabliihed by the X^abours of the 
Learned ^ Difikuldes have been fo fatisfafto- 
rily cleared up, and Evalions fb folidly re- 
futed, that it were an Abufe of Time here 
to oflFer at more, than to remind Men of a few 
of thofe Texts of Scripture, without entering 
into any critical Difquifitions about them, by 
which this Doftrine is taught and fupported; 
And among them I (hdl confine myfelf to 
fuch, as afcribe, the Divine Titles, and the 
incommunicable Attributes, Worfhip and Ope- 
rations of God equally to the Son with the 
jPather. Thus, ' he is protiounced to be 

God 
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3_ ^^rf (0 -» — ^ihd 9Dir 0tly ^d M^ /* 
"^ ^ ^ivtr(mh^I mm thepjt Mi m hfi^ lays 
hb, (n)^^^^4niri ma bt thm ^e gmetedy 
ihm m Tif^ the midff cf tbm (o). and 
U! I sm KBitk^ yM dv>itySi ewn umo ibe 
Bnd cffh mrU (f)-^n Miivi in Goi^ 

ifdlm alfr in m (iji)^^T-&i Fatb^ juigeth 

no Man^ but bath committ^ £1 Juigemifft 
to tbe Son : tbat all Msn Jbould honour tbe 
Son^ urn ai tbey bMOw tbe fatbir (r) — [/ill 
things wbatfbivot ^ Fatbor dotb^ tbofo aljb 
doib tbi Son(s}-^^Mtbingj miro crated fy 
bim and for kim^ and bo is bifot^ W tbifig^^ 
und bjbim all tbini$ eonf^ (t)^-4Jpboaing 
ail things by tbe fFbrd of bis P^ir (u). 

Well therefore tni^t our Bkfled L^ 
think it no Robbery to he e^eal with 
Cod (»). and aflert^ that aU things that the 
Father hath, are mine (y). and / and n^ 
Father are one (z). and if God juftified 
him in thefe ClaimS) and decl^tred him to bo 

bis 

(i) St, John i. I. [k) St, Luke i. i6. 

(I) I Ep. St. John V. 20. {m) Rom. ix. 5. 
(n) Rer. i. 17. {0) 5t. Matth. xviii. 20. 

(p) St. Mattfa. xxriii. 20. (q) St. John smr. x. 

(r) St. John v. 22, 23. (/) St. John v. 19. 
(t) Col. i. 16, 17. (»)Hcb. i. 3, {x) Phil. iL 6. 
(y) St. John xvi. 1 5. (|c) x. jo* 
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£ix Sm wiiklfkum facordtif toUe ^iri* Sbrm« 
tf IMn^ hyi^e Refiatemn^ from the \ 
jDtad(a)^ ftiaE any ofliii Ci^itmrnKtoet^"^ 
qaeftkm tbeta l-^-^Fm* m m fi& Ssadrt cf 
dus Scf^ptur&oocoiiik iji ^ur Btofeffions or 
our Scndments of Chrift cur Sanrifiiiir, is not 
to own butto (Ttiiy him^-^t is lihd^radfr 
his pe^rfi)aal. D^t^g-^tlB) vDKQr tut ficped 
Charafter, and — to blaipheme his Dxvinify. 

N£XT ID aduiomfedgiiiB Ctiiift Jeflrs xgr 
his Godhead, . we diult <udjwm^ M know 
him djghdy ia his Manhood ; t^t; as he 
was in die S^iatting alui aidft^ from dl 
Eternity irith tfaeJ^thtr, fo hr was dfb in 
xbt fuilnefi^ of Tkne gen^fated and bom ktt6 
the Worid. 

Various of otd were die idle Cdncekt 
ccmconif^ the Humanity of Chdili fatn 
iww it &eitns uniVtfiaUy aficn^ that te 
had a Frcxtu^bon agreeaUe to our Natam 
aadr %ecte$^ becoming tbitdHy ttuly and 
fsppG^y ^ Man» — nay, ib far b thb men*^ 
tiox^ by fome^ that through the Vanity of 
thehr Minds they will admit him to be no- 
diing more, nor grant, that he was begotten 
after any other than the cotsmon Manner, i 

tjiough 
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Sbrm. thopjgh the Hiftory xH Jus Birth very pofi- 
I* tivdy 9ilert$, . that : he .'was conceived and 
made Man by the Holy Ghoft conning upoa 
ai^d the Po5W of the, Highefl: overftiadow- 
ing ; the Virgin. il45^ jiis Mother {h). To 
whoiQ ^the; Words of the Prophet may be 
moft properly: addreflied : T!hy. Maker is thy 
Hujband^ (be 1^4 nfHoJt is his Name (c). 

, t ^ 

This wonderful Myftery of the Union 
9f the Maiihood ipnth.tfae Godhead in Jefus 
Chrift is fignified, and though , the Manner 
of it be inpcplicable, yet the Faft itfelf is 
manifdikly declared to us by various Paflages 
i)S Holy, Scripture ;, as, more ohfeurely, ^e 
Day fpring frtm an Highy hath vifited us (d). 
and We bear Witnefs andfiew unto youy that 
eternal Life which was with the Fat her ^ and 
was manifefied unto us (^) — and more ex- 
prefsly, God was manifefied in the Fkjh (f) — 
and the Word was made Fl^ C^>— and He took 
not on. him the Nature of Angelsy but be took 
wMm the Seed of Abraham (jh) — and was 
made, of the. Seed of David (/) — Of wbom^ as 
concerning the Flejh Chrifi came {k). 

r . ^ From 

' ■ .'* • ... 

^ (b) St.Lukcios-- - : i^) IW-1^- y ' 

(4) St. Luke i. 78. W I St. John i. 2. 

(f) I Tim. iii. i6. (g) St. Johni. 14. 

(b) Heb. ii. 16. (/) Rom* i. 3. W ix. 5/ 
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From all which Tcftimonies of facred ^ 
Writ the Conclufion evidently* is. That the 
fame Divine Perfort, who before from all 
Eternity had fubfifted in the Nature of God, 
did by a temporal Generation truly become 
Man, the Divine and Human, Natures be* 
ing united in him without any Confufion 
or Converffon, and thus veiling hiihfelf with 
full Powers for his Mediatorial OfEce. 

Now this Immanuelj or God with usy as 
both the Prophet and the Apoftle 'ftile 
him, (I) — after his Incarnation and Birth 
grew in Wifdom and Stature, as is ufual 
for Men to do, and led a private and retired 
Life, until the Time came for his fhewing 
himfelf openly unto Ifrael^ when he mani- 
fefted forth his Glory by working fiich Mi- 
racles and doing fo much Good, as required 
far more than a human Power and a bounded 
Generofity to perform. 

To gain a right Conception of thefe 
Things is a neceffary Part of every Chrif- 
tian*s Duty, nor is it lefs our Intereft to 
make ourfelves fenfible of, as well what 
our Lord has done for us, as what he is 

in 

(/) Ifai. vii. 14.' St. Matth. i. ^3. 
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SnM. in Imnlelf. But a full View of fo enga^g 
I a Profpeft can be hid only fixiin the Scrip- 
tures ; and no mxuft muft be ia this Flaoe 
looked fcH*, than ibme :^efteKd imperfcd: 
HintSt leading to a tnoreeaottiifive Enquiry^ 
how {bupeiidoufly great and good he fhohe 
in all the i^falick Actions of his Lifa 

The Account we find of this extraordi- 
naiy Ferfbn, recorded by the fiaur Evto^ 
g^lifts, gives us to Underfhnd, that he made 
at Pleafure all Creatoits^ befide their Na- 
tures and agamft thdr WUls, to obey his 
Command$9 and fubmit to the Voice of his 
V^ord. In a moft furious Tempeft, he mild^ 
ly awaking out of Sleep^ arc^ and rehuhd 
the Wind and the Seoy and then was a great 
Calnty which induced his Difciples very juft- 
ly to marvel^ f^J/i^g^ ^^^ manner of Man 
is this ? For even the JVinis and the Sea obey 
him (m). — He cured Difeafes^ to human 
Skill incurable : He healed inveterate Palfies, 
Fluxes, and Leprofies : He gave at once the 
perfeft Ufeof Senfes wanting from the Birth^ 
and to innumerable Ferfbns blind, deaf, 
dumb, lame, the Exercife of their Facul-* 
ties and Members refpe6tively, without the 
Application of Medicines^ or any natural 

Means 

(w] St. Mttth. vxH* z6, 27» 
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Meao3 conducive Co tbofe Furpore$.-^-He SzKm. 
recpveoed Lunadcks to a xig^ Miod, and I* 
refoicd jPc^oninckJS from the T]rraimy 
evil Spkite^T-^He difccnjcd the Thoi^hts, 
Re^onin^ CP^imops ond VurpoTes of Meo^ 
;Mid» what is 4)oyt al^ by im iaheient Om- 
nipptsno; he xaifed, the Dead : By, which 
divine Work Men might fee and be aflurqd, 
that althou^ he ^peai]ed amot^ them only 
as a Man^ yet he wa$ at the fame Time 
truly apd eflentially God. — ^He ipake a^ ti)p 
Jews themfelves confe0ed, as^ never Man 
ipake; and his Anfwers to the QuelUons 
propounded to Mm were, as if a Man had 
enquired of the Oracle of (jod. — He declared 
moft gracioufly, that the End of his bciqg 
made the Son of Man was to die for finfol 
Men, and of his coining as fuch into the World 
was not to condemn, but to fave the World. — 
He revealed many- gr^t Truths which had 
before been hid in dark Obfcurityj thofe 
cfpecially, which were ncceflary to the pu- 
rifying Men's Hearts with a right Faith in 
God. — He vindicated the Law^ pukliihcd 
on Mount Sinai^ from the faUe and immo- 
ral Glofles, the Jewiih Doftors had cor* 

rupted it with. ^He taught Men their 

whole Duty to God, their Neighbours, and 
then^elves, and enforced it by the moft 

awful 
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Serm. awful Sanations of eternal Happinefs and NG- 
L fery. Rewards and Ponifhments, in his own 
^ower to difpenfe. For the Father judgetb 
no Man^ but bath committed all Judgment 
to the Son (ti). I have^ fays he the Keys of 
Hell and of Death (o). And the Hour is 
comings in which all that are in their Graves 
Jhall hear the Voice of the Son of Godj and 
Jhall come forth^ they that have done Good^ 
to the RefurreEtion of Ufe^ and they that 
have done Evil^ to the RefurreEtion of Dam- 
nation (p). — He has put it in every Man's 
Power to obtain the Good, and to efcape 
the Evil Portion, by prefcribing to us a 
very equitable Rule of Aftion ; and he has 
fliewed us likewife the Way to keep his 
Commandments by going before us in it, 
exemplifying his Precepts by his own Prac- 
tice, and living in all Refpeds as he taught 
Mankind to live. — Befides, to obviate all 
Difficulties flo^mg from the Weaknefs of 
human Nature, he promifed to fupport the 
beft Endeavours of the Sincere with his 
Grace, and to take off the difcouraging Tcr- 
rours of Guilt, he engaged to attone for 
the Tranfgreffions of the Penitent by his 
Merit. 

Thus. 

(») S. Johnv. 22. [o) Rev. i. 18. 
(f) St. John V. 28, 29. 
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SlUM. 

Thvs have we with faafty Steps attended > 
our Bleffi:d Lord tlvough his Life, and 

feen, how the otAy begotten Son of God, of 
one . Subftanee with the Father, convtried 
with Men in their Likenefs. They were 
great Things, it muft be confeflbd, which 
we akeady ob&nre to have been done for 
us ; yet, if wt reft here, we Ihall not have 
difeorered the half of hia Love ; the mofl: 
amazing Scene is ftill behind, and, if his Ac- 
tions were beo^ceht, his Sufferings were 
meritorious. To thofe he freely oSered him* 
felf ; and, 'Vidien he had taken aU the previous 
Steps, he then of his own Accord permit- 
ted his Sacred Per£)n to be apprehended^ 
arraigned, condemned and crucified, as if he 
had been feme notorious Malefador. 

And, indeed, unlefs he had fo died, h^ 
would not have anTwcred the End of his 
being bom. It was vikimately for this Caufe 
he came into the World, that he might 
fave the Worid, — ^might be fubftimtcd in 
the room of finful Men, and be punifhed 
for them, in order to their being rekaied 
from their perfonal Obligation to Punifh- 
ment. And however impious Metl: may make 
this Doftrine the Subjeft of theif grophane > 

C Micth, 
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SitM^* . Mirth, and rejeft the Counfel of God agdnft 
lu themfeive^ ; 'fSt it- cbnccnis .dip wHoe ^uld 
entertain tattohal Hopes of' RecbnciHati(m-> 
afid Acce{)t$uvrc . ¥ith hUn,:fo fchind them: 
^Uy.OQ i^:,^d^S^tnij. of Chflftfs Rc^- 
df^ptioA); for •^5Jh/wf| .hav»& the- fuUeA^ 
Autbofity; pf;syi5^^ lR*[T:cbtiiin,,<terired not 
ftfSP ' -fi^lf^ P^fliieQl, dbut^ttedonts^. Siope." 
o£ My. Scrii^rp^ /iM /fee gml\Skltpkerd^. 
£aif% -4jur ;dear:.-,R,QdQa*eiv ; afidii hisy liovm n^ > 
Id^ f(T\ m M^^rXiJi \ff?M,.9& St; Pout. 
defslwes to .?</|«, ftve^-bm^^jhrtmsi that 

bqth-;lrom:^th^ PiuiilhtothttandrtfierTyranriy i 
o{,ftyu i. he;,pa?tod> With: jhia .Life i in. ex- 
change, for ' ours-f-rfae rla3d>'it .idowhl for us, : 
as ^ the Price of our. Pro][)iinatiQn with God, . 
and poured ^ fprth.his jmoftwprcciiius3i6od 1 
for the Remifllon of Sins ; and accordingly 
he is dcfcribe^ *ncJ reprefchted to have ^ivsn 
his^ Lif^ a Ranfim^ or Price - of Redemp- 
tion for ^mavy (s),^^.bave died for. mar Sins 
f/^— — to' have^ onfe fuffsred for our Sins^ tbe-^ 
Jufi^ for the Unjufi f|f> — Expireflions, which 
evidently m^e -it appeal that .our Sins were 
the Cwfe, and th^ .Expiation .of ithput- the 
End of Chrift*$, SMfferinjgs and. Death, and 
:'.■../:.. '• ■ -• very 

Cj) St. John X. 14, i^, (r) Titus^ii. 14. 

(s) St. Mafkx. 45. '" ' (/) iCor. xr.-3. 
(4i) I Pet. iii. 18. 
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very folly open to us the Reafon of St. i^'iJt. 
(fioKPsTbc^ lbchO:i>fllMfei|-.Sfexfe'ort*the. -i ^ 

to i^jW (Mri'Siks' in bis ^itm' fib^"&n'tik 
^ree (xf^^.e/ to uiKkrgb the PiAiiEmeInt cif 
them in thofe eidquifite Tormoits, / he enr 
dured upoh the Crds 5 — *ahd^/^ A? miidir^i 
fir uk (y) ^ tlie exjMaeory Sacrifices afnon^ 
the Jews were made ffin^ or made to undcf- 
gb the Punifliitteht of Sin for the OfiendtrS 
who oflEaffcd 'thcln ;— ^and alfo to be madeii 
Curfe for ia {z\ by hiving^ the Guilt bf 
our SiAs transferred oiv hSlh^ even- as the 
legal Vi(Stim_s were curfed by thd Tranlla- 
tfon of the PWDplc's Gii2t upon then!. 

Trttr«,' ks it wii6 foretold of him, be wa^ 
wounded "^fbr our ^anfgrej/ion^j brw4s bruifi^ 
far our iTjfkjUiUes : the Chafiifement of our Teac^ 
was upon him ^ the Lord haib laid on bint 
the iHiqui^ of ui all ( j)— -arid thofe Things* 
which God before had fheived fy t^e MoutH^ 
of all his ProphetSj that Chrijl fhotdd fuffer^ 
ht h'atb fo fulfilled (b). 

C 2 What' 

(x) X St. Pet. ii. 24. (y) z Cor. v. ? i . 

(z,) Gal» iii» 13. (a; lui. liii» Cj <>• 

C^;Aasiii.i8. 
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t What Son^ments then it behovts us to 
cnteitain of our Bkflcd ]U<9d io thB JUTpeft 
ai»» thit he vohmmily^ and of his own 
Alxoid gave up the Ghoft upon the Crofs, 
^ died in th^ Mature, whkh *v^s capable 
of dyingt ofiering it up, as a Sacrifice in- 
ftcad of alJ, who are of that Nature. Even 
human Reaibn can difcoytr, if the Divine 
had not thought fit to make it an Article 
of Revelation, that, as Chrift Jefus the'etcr-^ 
nal Son of God was holy and innocent in 
the moft perfeft Senfe, he could not be ob* 
noxious to Miiery and Suffering, but by 
his own Ad and Choice j becaufe the De- 
merit of enduring natural Evil fprings origi- 
nally from the Guilt of doing moral Evil. 
It was a juft' Obfervation of the Pfalmift, 
that the Rod of tb€ UngqMy cotmih not into 
tie Lot of the Righteous (r), and therefore^. 
fays Chrift, doth my Father love me^ becaufe 
I lay down my Life^ that I might take it 
again ; no Man taketb it from me^ but I lay 
it down of myfelf {d\ 

And as he had fuch Power, fo the Ufc, 
he made of it, was for our Salvation : Quite 
unconcerned about his own Eafe, he gladly 

yielded 

(c) Pf. cxxv. 3. [J) St. John X. 17, 18. 
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yielded to the Tortures of the Crofs for the Serm. 
Joy, that was fet before him -, the Joy ! I. 
which nothing lefs than boundkfi Goodnefs 
could reHfli^ of refcuing Multitudes of other- 
wife loft Souls from endlefs Perdition. His 
Love, as immenfe as his Nature, induced 
him freely to lay down his Life for the 
Redemption of Mankind, and to fpill his- 
moft precious Blood, as ah Atonement for a 
whole World of Sinners. Nor did the Ef- 
fe<5fc fall fhort of his gratious Intentions ; 
for his fingle Death was equal to the Death 
of all Men, or rather of intonceivaWy greater 
Value and Merit ; and if the whole Race of 
Mankind had be^ left to perifli evcrlafting- 
ly, their "Beftruftion could have been t\6 
more, than that of fo many humane, -finite 
Creatures, whereas Chrift's was the Diflblu- 
tion of a Perfon truly Divine, ^f whom it 
may with great ftriftnefs of Expreflion be 
affirmed, that his Enemies crucified the Lord 
of Glory^ God matiifeft in tie Flefh. 

r 

The Ddty, it muft be *ver adtriowledged, 
was impaflltde in him: However being 1% 
ftri£Hy uiUted to his Humanity, as to con- 
ftitute but ^e Peribn, it added an un- 
fpeakable Val^c to the Sufferings, he chofe 
to ungcKgpi : Thofe Pains of Death from his 

Q 2 inherent 
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S£RM inbcrent Digpity> s^ their owp fot^enefs 
Ii became mfinite in D^ree, ;t^o* Oxort mlhira^ 
"^ tion, and pror^ an ample C^oHuiHitation foir 
ti^;^t€i7iity' of Tocm^ts, to y^l^ch Simmers 

-^ • . t 

r » ' t ■ • 

^BNCE wc aire brpwgbt tq lijiow ami ^ui- 
derftand, hpw to Wretches juftly ajxindoned to 
thp GlfMip^j^ ,pf De^aiTi, there ^es the 
glorioijs Sun^^ihine pf Hope;—- M-hovr art ex- 
orbitant Loa4 pf Guilt, whiqh the Con« 
tradjtc^ yro^ld to endjefi Ages have iii vgin 
laboured to throw off, com^ to be difch^rged 
at; once by their Socuptyj-— hpw God's 
dccpefk Hatred of 5in, a»i hi$ overflowing 
ppmpa^ioi;! towards Seiners are m^e con- 
fiftent,;- — and how the nwft heinous Trwif? 
grcffions of the lusm are forgii^n without 
i^rq^ting from the Legislator's Authority, i 

» 

But remove this chief C<jmer-^pnc, and 
what a weak totting BjuUdwg fn\M ^v^te 
raife on Suppofition, that there was no Sa- 
crifice,* pr . an ii>c99ipet^t a^ni a^itie $»r .^ ! 
(fU is . dfoi^^ apd confi^f^ in ^'t&h^c of 
Religion, we can 'fia|ne,-t-^itHe DiFiij^ At^ 
tributes ckih ^|th oiie another,?— Wkkcdt 
jTjeft.is rather :cncoqragsidr^» .fUppiKfiedj-ff 
the Reftraint of Gojd's • fpyereigft^ Power 

inftead 
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ii^ead of ibcing4^afeliflied, is v^cakened : — -Sbrm. 
And whoev^t'fe^ «ot die ^^fectoty^ as wdl I. 
.as tht BWTifeg'^cjf att'inifiiac&vi^ miift^^^^^'*^^"^ 
lie reducibdflto- ^ Dilemrha ^f alliwin^, 
eidttr "tluO: Q$d^k*4Iigry "vvlth &is otknSmg 
Creancer fi^rkhduc C^Mife> or is rtcohcfled lo 
ttem wkhlbliit*^ Rebfon. • " :^ 

■ ',••: ^ . ' ' • • . ;. ' 

• - iW^ fkctcAA th^^fofe riidft firttily ' be ^pct- 
:ftiadeci, iJthaf— ias tiothihg Abre <tf 'fuch an 
^iAefl:mi^te:SaGri&e, as th^ £)eatK 6r<?hrili, 
could l«w* ^coinpleaied ^Marfs Redemption, 
fo neither could God's utter Abhorrence -^f 

all moral Turpitude be otherwife fhewn,, nor 
-a fufficient Gu^d placed to ih^Atithoriity ^f 
his -provideffiaf Govemmeiit,^— yaft Ti^i- 
greffions 4^ould not be atoned* for, nor fu- 
ture ^revrated. 'Had hd. fotgi^en •e)fFendej's 
•wiiJiour-lhflidmg any' Puhiftiment for tfieir 
Oflfences, what muft have been the Event? 
'Why; Iniiqoity ' would IiaVe been ettabliflied; 
as it were, by a Law, and <5ddS fuprefffe 
Jurifdidion expofed to the Contempt of 
every bold* «i^ infolent fitvader: *Or had 
ie demanded* fomc Satisf^oii for the daring 
Provocations,- wWeh were ofiercd to him j 
the Ws lie had "been content with, the lefi 
Weight '^wbiild- have been fccufed to his 
Laws by^^nt;-'*Tti iiive-' admitted' a* fnraH 
i - '. . C 4 Atonemen; 
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SsRM« Atonement for the greateft Ofibice m^ 
!• have provtd alfiK^, as deftruAivc to his 
Authority, as to have exa£bed none at all \ 
the punifhing flatly iot high Crimes be- 
ing in a manner as pernicious to Govcm- 
menf, as total Impunity. In order then for 
the Almighty to anfwer the Ends of his go- 
verning Juftice over his fallen Creatures, we 
muft cbnfefs it to be quite necefi^ry, that 
he (hould not only require a PuniihnKnt 
for their wilful Dilbbedience, but alfo fuch 
a one as was proportionable to the heinous 
Agg^vations of it. 

Axii> fucK was the Death of our Blefled 
Saviour Jefua Chrift ; in whom the n^ in- 
timate Union of the Divine and huqian Na- 
tures both enabled him to fufftr, and ren- 
deiedr his PaiEon a compleat Sin<Oficring ; 
ic enhanced his temporary Sufferings into a 
full Equivalent for thofe ea^lcfs Miferies, 
which WA had d^ierved. 

Na V, what i? much more, it mull from 
the Event be admitted, that his Atonement 
was io inconceivably valuable, as not only 
to countervail the Funifhment due to our 
Sins, but even abundantly to over balance 
it; Since it has certainly merited for us God's 

Favour 
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Farour, as well as his Pacddn, a Title to S^jlm. 
Happinefs, as wpll as a RcSeafe from Mi- ^* 
feiy. 

WftAT it further conccrw us to know in 
Relation to Chrift Jefus the Saviour of the 
World, isj that the Divine Proph^ies being 
fulfilled, and infinite Juftice amply fttisfied 
for the Tranfgreflions of Mankind bjr the 
Death and Paflion of God's only begotten - 
Son in their Nature, ami Stead, it was not 
pofUble for him to be detained long a Pri- 
foner by the Powers of DarknefiY^-^-that he 
effedtuaUy fubdued thofe fpiricuikl Enemies, 
by feemingly yielding to diem, — that he 
was to (le^p in the Graye, but not long 
enough to. fee . Corruption^ — thutasthc Se- 
paration of his 3oq1 and Body, ib was 
likewife die re-uniqn of them, — that he died 
as our Repreientadve, but roie again as our 
Deliverer, thgrtby declaring htmielf mighty 
to fave, confirming his htgheft Pretenfions 
to the Meifia|i(hip, and an Unky i^ Eflence 
with, the Father, and giving us the utmoft 
Aflliranjce of Ii^ Sacrifice (m the Cto(s beii^ 
accepted, as it was offers! for vis, — and 
tto, in full Proof of the Truih and Reality 
of his Refui;reAion, he continued upon Earth 
during the Space of forty Days afterwards, 

to 
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St&if.^to convifice his Apolll^ by li^eAt G>i^ 
I. yer{ationB> '«nd all other re^oiia^ Pericms 
by their Tcftimony, that he was indeed rifeii, 
he having firft qualified them in the beft 
Manner for unqu^ionable Wifneflte of this 
Faft,-*-in fuch a Manner, thftt' they couH 
ndther ibe deceived dieMielves^ nor deceive 
jOthers« 

Thue *aie Otge6to too affe£Hng to be 
overiooked m the moft fupeffictal Survey 
cf the Dodtrtne <jf Chrift • — ^Points fo ho- 
:iioutaUe ^ ow Rede^ner -and fo beneficial 
to vs^ thac'to' (filregard them is to do ma- 
infcft If^iy-both to him and ourfelves. 
;^or can -mt kppfehend tlungs ar^t^ as the 
Truth is to J^t»; without - confidering hirh 
in his State, nof orfy of Humiliation but 
*£n]tatk)n, without turmng our Eyes irom 
Ac mcft gloonty^ to the brighteft ProKp^efti 
and beholding ,Mortali«y viWallowcd *up - of 
life : In fhtort, without' ^foBowihg our griat 
Forerunner fircih. Earth to Heaven, whitHer 
he *afcendtel-iA }i ^vifibte^ and glorious Man- 
tier, after ^ h^d ghen Commandments nntv 
tbe j1fifilu\ iJbbom he bad- chef en (e)-*-;- 
where he w«U advanced ta the ^highdft Ma- 
jefty and 'Honour^ as M»t, wifich he^^had 

(e) A£b i. 2. 
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Sin, and Death, his an4 ow ^neniks, to 
take Poflefllon of his Kingdom, he tat 

%ie ;TM>ne j^^ 4be. JFadurr, ^. «mci6 
l)?^ PoKpiw>|k \9y^ B^^ffS^^y^andj^- 
. f^*» Xf)' F^. :Q4 Htk M bim^ « fays 
3t. P^i^ 4Vbis fnm JRjgbfrkaHd m^JbasueMfy 
^kcfs^ far ahvfi 4ll PrimipaUty ami^Pmoeny 
0fd -BiB^^ and JDminioM^ 9ud mry J^tan^ 
^if4^ Js jnamsdj Mot.mly in pbit • Jf^oriii, iat 
alfo in that which is to came. And hathfut 
all Things in SuhjeStion under his Feety and 
g(nte bm/tiB^ he Haad wer.jdl ^mgs4o the 
i^bHTAb (g). ' T6thc Church ! i^faich he has 
fHHjc^ed with his own JKood,--^-has con- 
i}jt(icsd to :be his myfticai Body, that-te 
may govern* and: difpofe of it deciding 
4!o ills inofl: lightcous Will, ^ order ail 
^Jaing^ celating thereto, ib 3&^ nothing fhaM 
^emt jdeffanoy |t, or :hind^ the- Salvation of 
93BCf o£ it3 I^Dodvaad living Members, ner 
\m} ^nature befides them&lves ibe aUe to 
fipamte J^xmipmn ^ Ijove sf^doi widci 

»> * . ts 

f » 

C/) I P<t. iii, ftt. . fg) Ephf£ Lau "• ' 
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Sz^vL is in Chrift Jefrs our Lord (k). But that, 
in Virtue of his Regal Decree, Whojoevtr ht^ 
Uevetb in him^ Jhall not' ftrifh^ bit have 
tvcrUping Ufe (i). 

SupH ah excellent and all-powerful Re- 
deemer have we refiding conltinually in^ the 
Prelence d God, who for u» is able tofhvt 
them t0 the uttermojiy that eome unto God 
hylnm^ feeing be ever livefi to make Ihtercejfion 
for them ( i )• This is his great Employnient in 
thofe Seati of infinite BMs and Glory;, whieh 
^e appointed to receive him, until the Titnes 
of Riiftitution of ail this^s^ {J) and thus ht 
perfe^ Above, what he had tranfa£bed Be« 
low. 

We are to confider Chrift Jeftis, not only 

as crucified, but as alio glorified, and that 

both for our Sakes and his own. He, who 

was our Sacrifice upon Earth, is otir Media- 

t9r in Heayen; he is the Hi^ Prieft of 

our Profeifion, ^yho, having made the Atbne^ 

ment by his precious Bloc»l-&£dding, is en* 

I tercd into the holy Place tq pl^ the Effi^ 

cacy of it before his Alini^ty Eatheci 

; there to prefent the Minis of t^ Su%rr 

: ings, and pkad for ever <h^ Yduc:an.:c^ 

Behalf* 

L {b) Rom. viix. 39. (1) St. John iir, x6. 

(^) Hcb;yii. 25. {y)A^m. 21, • 
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Behalf. Through his Intcrpofition wc have SkUM* 
* Accefs to the Father, and eiyoy tliefan£ti- J- 
I fytng Influenees 61" the Sjp^ric: AikI undei 
I die Umbrae of fo |k)tent ah Advocate, we, 
; who wAfc Shr off, are brbught nigh, and 
become teconctted - to God,*<*«have our Sins 
pardoned,»*'*ourServites acceptcd,—our Wants 
iuppiied,— ^ur Prayers heard,— ^nn- Souls en* 
ricl^d with large Portions of Qrace, and 
both our Bodies and Souls fealed unto- fu- 
ture Glory. 

' Thus, as our Divine Lord loved his own 
in the moft extenfive Degree, fo he continues 
to love them unto the End ; when he Jhall 
ceme again in like manner as be was feen 
to go into Beaven^ {m)— Jhall defcend from 
Heaven with a . Shouts with the Voite of the 
Archangely and with the Trump of Gcd (n). 
Then Jhall he fit on the Throne of his Glory\ 
and before him Jhali bt gathered all Na^ 
tions {0) on whom he is appointed to fit in 
Judgment, and pafs a moft juft Sentence, 
that every one may receive the Things done 
in his Body^ according to that he hath doncy 
whether it be Good or Bad (p). 

This 

{m) Aasl ;i. («) X ThelT. iv. 16. 

W St. Matth. jocv. 31, 32. ;/} 2 Cot, v. 10. 



•JjBKips, ! J ♦ ; / . .- :t ♦. ,u . . . - 

L' - THj^'ViHr be^ the laft. folpiwfjA^ ftfijdift 

his Mcdiarioft -being, iioif fcr<»^' Rf itb 
final I0yei it'wiU: Ofciurfb expire jO^ 
Kingdctm, fl& It^ iiwida^.idHtiifigii^ {fsmil 
the univerfal abfeinfie - GotviamiDent ;of- thef 
Deity t)\?er.all Ks Greatt^i iwiJl-4fe/5^i*' 
vered upir^and God b4 a^^^iii ?ltt,rhfc^§r: 
fortii -^ven ^-for evermoret . ' 






These, which I have here thrown together, 
are fom^ c^ the mwy gre^TniAs^pncenring 
Jefus Chrift'-, , to the Kmmltdg^ whereof I 
l^vQ judged it .not improper to ftirupyouf 
pure Minds ' by Way of Remembrance : But 
fo 6r from fully explaining, that I h^v^ 
only touched, very briefly upon* them •, lior^ 
have I {o -^much. aimed at leavjing with you 
a perfeft Meafure of Chilian Inftruftion, .^ 
as... at exciting in you^ Jkjy this fummary ^ 
View, ^ tnpble Ardoijr ojf ijearphing more di- ^ 
ligently . into the lively Oracles of God, and- 
prevailing, on you to give Attendance to * 
Reading,. to Exhortation, to Doftrinei 

Be perfuaded, that the Holy Scriptures 
pioufly ftudied, and foberly interpreted, are 
the only certain and moft ineftim^k Funds 

■ • of 



of religious Knowledge. What is derived SmM.' 
{x^m-jinif 0)i{tr]is(>umaii>>'^ kAm tinfiiJn- I« 
pwdeotjy^ ' ofc". 4efigftecUy, CQftJii^^ is noi 
batten tiian I|p|io|p$iv^ : It ^defenrranoCom^ 
mefidation, ,¥cbfen^ it is: either. , notft.xi^itly 
grwpded^* or rm dtily temptred*: And to v 
a|Fe(9: a Wifilom above oc befides what is; 
wrifteiv^ is* a ..Condiifl>i in God's Account,, 
favouring of the moft flagrant Folly : Much 
l^fs Would I recQttimcndi' as ofafipVakie, what 
is, €ivm worfe thfcrt Ignorance . and- Fofly ; I • 
mean fuch ^ art Underfbrnking : of die Things^- 
of. our Ijordb fiiCMKT^r vrelll regdated, which 
f*MCs )mSi foil Anuifcnacnti iuld' refts in empty 
Sj^^lation. PrfguSice :i8j the Life- of Know- ' 
le^gp.i and jnr vain floes Truth irradiate the^ 
NJBwi, if it does:nQtfliinefordi'in the^autward- 
Aftion. Jt ia this, which the Apoftle fpeaks of, 
and acc»iint3b fo very excellent 5 — it is thfe^ ^ 
wWqh. finks deep into the Heart, as^ well as t 
the Head, moves the AfEedKons, and prompts - 
us to live in all Refpefts accWtfing to* 
what we believe and know*:-*Jtr is- tl^ 
which expcrixnentally teaches ufs, that Chrift ■ - 
afl[unied our human Nature, by our par- - 
taking of his divine ; that he died for our 
Sins, by our living xmto Righteoufiiefs j — that * 
he is exalted 2bwc all Things in Heaven by 
our preferring him before all Things on Earth. 

THfiy,^ 
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Trev wha have acquired fuch a Know- 
ledge of Cfarift, will not need many Ar- 
guments to convince them rf the Excellency 
of it; and. even they, who have not expe- 
rienced it in their Minds, may yet perhaps 
be convinced too by God's Grace on their 
Attention, to what I have iurther to ofter. 



The Excellency of this Knowledge then 
may appear in a good Meafure from the 
Height and Sublimity of the Objefts, upon 
which it is exercifed. For whereas all our 
other Studies and AppKcatbns he low, and 
ire perplexed and entan^ed among the 
Creatures, this foars aloft upon the Creator 
and thofe divine Perfeftions of Jus, which 
he nunifefted in the Redemption of Man- 
kind according to the Gofpel. By knowing 
Jefiis Chrift we become acqudnted with the 
3on of God» by whom all Things were made 
and without whom there was not any Thing 
made that was made (^), and by knowing 
'the Son* we are brought to entertain right 
Notions of the Father alfo % fince No Man 
knowetb who the Father is^ but the Son, and 
be^ to whom the Son will reveal him {r). 
By this Knowledge of Jefus Chrift we Jeam, 

how 

(f) St. John L J. (r) St. Luke x. 22. 
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how Grace and Truth came into the World, Serm. 
and how the great Parent of the Univerfe I- 
comes to be more propitious to fallen Man, 
than to the fallen Angels, though both his 
Creatures : Cbrift never took on him the Nature 
of Angeb (s)^ — ^he never died for them ; 
becaufe, it may be, they offended more 
wiJfiilly and malicioufly, confequently, there 
being no Propitiation made for their Of- 
fences, no Place of Repentance allowed to 
them, they are referved in everlafting Chains 
under Darknefs^ unto the Judgment of the great 
Bay (t). But Man, being firft beguiled by * 
the Tempter, the Head of the Apoftacy from 
God, was treated by his Maker as an Ob- 
jed: of his Pity, rather than of his Venge- 
ance. — From the fame Fountain of revealed 
Truth we hkewife derive the moft comfort- 
able Difcovery, that all the Lofles, we fuf- 
tained in the firft Adam^ are more than re- 
paired in Chrift, the fecond : — We perceive, 
how that, as by one Man's Difohedience 
many were made Sinners, fo by the Odedience 
of One many are made Righteous (u). — Wc 
learn, how the good Works, which we fin- 
cerely perform, come to be acceptable to 
Heaven, notwithftanding their manifold-Im^ 

D perfeftions, 

(s) Heh.ii. 16. {/J St. Jide, 6, 

(uj Rom^ V. 19. 
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Serm. perfedtions, and how two Parties, at fuch an 
I- infinite Diftance as God and Man, are, in a 
Way quite agreeable to the Nature of both, 
reftored to pcrfeft Peace and Amity with 
each other. 

And though this be fo high and won- 
derful, it is ftill the moft certam Know- 
ledge we can poffibly attain to. In all other 
Cafes we have little better than Conjefhire 
to build upon. For muft we not depend 
on either rational Deduftion, or fenfible In- 
formation, or mere human Teftimony ? But 
as for our Reafon, is it not often apt to 
conclude Wrong ? Are not our Senfes liable 
to deceive us ? And are not Men not only 
fallible, but fallacious ? They frequently add 
to their Ignorance Fraud, and impole on 
one another fometimes inadvertently, yet 
oftner defignedly. 

Whereas the Knowledge we have of 
Chrift, is afcertained to us from the infal- 
lible Declaration of God himfelf ; who, by 
his Prophets and Apoftles, vefted with full 
Powers for Proof of their Commiffion, has 
revealed whatever is neceflary for us to be 
informed of concerning his Nature, his Of- 
fices, and l\is Relation to us : And fooner 

Ihall 
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Ihall jhe Foiuidations of the Earth be out Serm. 
of Courfe, than that the Word of Ggd (hjill I- 
ceafe'to be the Word of Tru;h. v.^/^ 

As we cannot queftion the Veracity of the 
Deity without dilputing his very Exiftence, 
we muft be as abfolutely fure of ^1 Mat- 
ters written under the Diredign of his Holy 
Spirit, as of Things moft evident ; what we 
clearly perceiye after Searcfi fmcerely made 
into the facred Oracles, tp be there affirmed 
unconditiowUy a^id tmexceptionably, we may 
and muft rely enurejy on the Certainty oC 
itj nor c^ it be thought a Refle6tion on 
pur Underft^ing to enibrace any Article 
of Divine H^veUtion, folely on the Authority 
of the Revealer, without our feeing mto the 
Ground and Reafon of jt, which may in 
feme Pqipts be impoflible, in others improper : 
But it is the jftrongefk Argument of an im- 
pious Diftruft to rejeft it. 

Besides, as tliis Knowledge of Clirifk 
Jefus is altogether certain, fo is it exceed- 
ingly beneficial. 

It muft, indeed be allowed, that no. hu- 
man good Literature is without its Ufe and 
Advantage either to private Perfons or pub- 
lick Societies-; and what is more, where it is 

D 2 Aot 
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Serm. not fpoiled by Vanity or a Fondnefs of be- 
I- ing wife above what is written, it is very 
ferviceable alfo for the right underftanding 
of the holy Scriptures themfelves, and fo 
tends to even the Knowledge of Chrift* 

All folid Learning, of what Kind foe- 
ver helps in its Proportion to raife, refine, 
and enlarge our Minds, and to render us 
more capable of attending to fpiritual Ob- 

je<5ts. However, let it be efteemed never fo 
highly at prefent, unlefs it leads us on from 
temporal to eternal Concerns, it will Hand 
us in no Stead at laft. For what if we 
were (killed in all Arts, Sciences and Lan- 
guages, and could manage them to the moft 
beneficial Purpofes ? What, if we could 
argue with all the Skill and Sophiftry that 
ever Men did? What, if we could dive 
into the abftrufeft Secrets of Nature, and 
fee into the Springs and Movements of 

. all fecond Caufes ? Yet, without Chrift, we 
fliould be but undone for ever : There is 
no other Way to be refcued from everlaft- 
ing Death, than by him ; the whole of our 
Deliverance from firft to laft is begun, con- 
tinued, and finiflied in him ; neither can we 
take one right, fecure Step towards Heaven, 
whilft we are ignorant of him and of his hea- 
venly Doftrine. But 
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'Serm. 
But that our Knowledge of Chrift may Jf* 
have Salvation for its End, it muft have 
] Sandtification for its Means : It is by the 
• Way of Holinefs, that it conducts us to 
Happinefs : And that we may be able both 
to fee and to praftife the Things which 
make for our Peace, the Gofpel fets forth 
to us the moft perfeft Rules, illuftrates 
them by the moft confummate Example, 
and promotes thf ir Qbfervance by the moft 
powerful Supports, So that St. Peler had 
abundant Reafon to fuppofe, that /'/ is through 
the Knowledge of our Lord . and Saviour Jefus 
Chrijtj Men efcafe^ or have the Power to 
efcape, the Pollutions of the World (x)^ 
fmce by it we are inftruded how to mor- 
tify our corrupt AfFeftions, fo as to walk 
in newnefs of Life, — how to refift the De- 
vil, fo as to make him flee from us, — 
how to continue ftedfaft in the Faith, fo as 
to make our Calling and Election fure. 

Lastly, To have a full View of th^ 
Excellency of this Knowledge, to its Ufc- 
fulnefs let us add the Delightfulnefs of it. 
How infipid foever it may be reckoned by 
the Profane and Senfual, yet to the Spiritually- 

D 3 minded^ 

(xj 2 Pet. ii. 20. 
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Serm minded, who have tailed thereof, it is found 
I. fo fweet, that they cannot reUfli any other 
Entertainments like it. They long more 
and more for it, and think, they have 
never enough. As the Hart panteth after 
thj: Water-brooks, fo thirfteth their Mind 
after this Divine Fountain of Truth and 
Purity. 

Numerous are the Refe^ches into Na- 
ture and Art, with which we may pleafe 
our Imaginations, but this alone into the 
Myftery of Godlinefs can delight and fatisfy 
our Souls. For whatever elfe we may know 
or be ignorant of, we muft be fenfible, 
that we are Sinners \ and if fuch, then liable 
to the Wrath of Almighty God, and to all 
the Curfes and Judgments, he has threat- 
ened againft Sinners : The ferious Thoughts 
whereof muft make the ftouteft Hearts to 
tremble, in fpite of all their Refolution, and 
in the Midft of all their Self-fufficiency. 

And where IhaU we look for Comfort 
and Support under the Frowns of an angry 
God ? We may hunt for it far and wide 
among the Creatures •, but fhall never find 
it, fave in Jejus Cbrrji^ and him crucified. 
On no other Ground can we warrantably 

build 
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build our Hope of Pardon, and Acceptance, Serm. 
and eternal Life. And they, wlio do, when !• 
they refleft upon themfelves, upon their 
great Denierit, and upon what a precarious 
Footing they reft, by prefuming on God's 
Mercy to the Prejudice of his Holinefs, 
Wifdpm, and Juftice, muft be fcar'd with 
the frightful Apprehenfions of that Judg- 
ment and fiery Indignation, which \yill at 
laft devour them. 

It is, as St. Paul exprefies it (y) in the 
Face of Jefus Chrift^ whofe Perfon is the 
exaft Image of the Divine Effence, and 
Dodlrine the perfeft Refcript of the Pivine 
Will, that we attain to the Knowledge of 
the Glory of God manifefted in the Salva- 
tion of Man. And to difcern, that he was 
deUvered for our Offences, and is our Ad- 
vocate with the Father, appearing continually 
the in Prefence of God on our Behalf, — on the 
Behalf of all true believing Penitents, muft 
fin our Hearts with the moft fubftantial 
Joy, — Joy ! which no Man can take from 
us, — ^which let us not deprive ourfelves of 
hy any Corruption of Mind or Manners, — 
and which, let us pray God to communicate 
to the whole World, by filling it with the 

D 4 Knowledge 

* 

(j) 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
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Serm. Knowledge of his Son, cs the Waters cover 
1. the Sea i always concluding with this Peti- 
•'tion for durfelves. That as he has bleffed 
us with the Enjoyment of the Gofpel, in 
its primitive Purity, beyond moft odKr Na- 
tions upon Earth, & he would give us 
Grace to walk according to it, and not con- 
tinue to hold the Truth in Unrighteoufnefs j 
left our Candleftick be removed from us, 
and our Light be either obfcured by Er- 
ror, or eclipied by Popery, or extinguiflied 
by Infidelity. 



SERMON 



S E R M O N II. 




I Tim. ii. 6. 

Who gave himfelf a Ranfom for 
ally to be tejiified in due T'ime. 

KHE principal Objca, St. PW Sirm. 
' feems to have had in View li- 
• from his compofing this Epiftle ^"^^"^ 
< under the Guidance of the Holy 
Ghoft, was to dirc6b Timolfyt 
his Son, in the Faith, how he might wor- 
thily difcharge his Epifcopal Funftion, and 
to engage him to the Obfervance of Fide- 
lity, and Prudence in the Exercife of that 
Authority, he was vefted with. 

Im order to obtain this End, the Apoftic 
having in the firft Chapter reminded the 
Paftor, on what Account he befought him 
to abide at Epbejust when he himfelf went 
into Macedonia ; which was, that he nught 
ofpole 
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Serm. oppofe all falle Teachers, and be very vigi- 
II. lant to prevent the Propagation of any 
^^^ other DoSrine (a) but what wa^ ^reeable 
to the Truth of the Gofpcl ; and having 
put them in Remembrance likewife, that 
this Charge was committed unto him ac- 
cording to the Prophecies^ which went before 
on him (b)^ and confequently, by the i|)e- 
cial Direction of the, unerring Spirit of God, he 
proceeds in this fecond Chapter, by Virtue of 
his Apoftolical Jurifdi<5bion, to lay down Rules 
and Orders concerning the publick Service of 
the Churchj giving the holy Man to under- 
ftand, that it ought to confift of Supplica- 
tions^ Prayers^ Intercefftons^ and giving of 
Thanksy to be made for all Men (c). 

The Motive of Charity might be efteemed 
cogent enough of itfelf to determine Chrif- 
tians to extend their Devotions in Behalf of 
Mankind in general: But St. Paul affigns 
another very particular Reafon here for his 
Injunftion, which is, that God our Saviour 
will have all Men to be favedy and to come, 
to the Knowledge of the Truth (d). He 
has a gracious Difpofitibn toward the whole 
human Race, as being the common Father 

and 

(a) I Tin. K 3. (t) V. 18.. 

(cj I Tim.ii. I. * (d) V. 4. 
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and Lord of all; therefore the Inference is, Serm, 
if he hath fo Joved them, they ought alfo to H* 
love one anbther, and to teftify their mutual 
Love by an affedionate Reconunendation of 
each other to his Divine. Favour. For tbert 
is one^ and but one, God^ both of Jews and 
Gentiles, of Believers and Unbelievers, and 
one Mediator between God and Men^ the 
Man Chrift Jefus -, JVbo gave himfelf a Ran- 
font for all^ to he tefiified in due ^ime (e). 

This Adb of God's infinite Metxiy and 
Goodnefs, the Redemption of Sinners, and ' 
making all the Families of the Earth blef-. 
fed, which had a Curfe intitled upon them, 
was foretold, though with much Obfcurity, 
by the ancient Prophets, at fundry Times, 
and in divers Manners, before and under 
the Law; but it has been moft clearly 
brought to Light and fully atteftedby his &m 
under the Gofpel: Who was the Lamb^ in 
the Divine Intention and Foreknowledge, 
Jlain from the Foundation of the World (f). 
Who appeared upon Earth, and bad a Body 
prepared for hintj on purpofe^ that he might 
fufftr (g). 



Why 



fe) I Tim. ii 5, 6. ^ (/) R^v. xiii; 8. 
(gj Hcb. X. 5. 
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Serm- 
n. Why he appeared not fooner in his Per- 

fon, is a Queftion which muft be anfwered 

in the fame Manner, as why he has not 

yet appeared to all Men in his Revela- 

lation? And can be refolved only into 

God's all-wife Will and Pleafure. Thofe, 

who lived before the coming of Jefus Chrift 

in the Flefh, or who have never heard of 

him, or of his Doftrine fince, muft ftand or 

fall to their own Mafter, and are not to 

be judged of us, or of Man's Judgment : 

And inftead of difputing about the Salvation 

of others, it concerns us to make fure of 

our own. 

The firft Advance, and Ground-ftep to- 
wards fecuring whereof, is, as our Apoftle has 
informed us, the coming to the Knowledge of 
the Truth: And for that Reafon we find 
him in his Writings preferring the Know- 
ledge of Chrift incomparably beyond all other 
Science ; its fuperiour Excellency and high 
Importance prevailed on him to fet light 
by all other, that he might the more per- 
feftly gain this : And as he valued it fo 
dearly in general, fo he fat a diftinguifhed 
Mark of his Efteem on the Knowledge of 
Chrift crucified •, he makes it the chief 

Article 
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Article of our Religion, having told the Serm, 
Corinthians (b)^ that be delivered it unto U* 
tbem firfi of ally laid it as the grand Cor- 
ner-ftone of their fpiritual Building, bow 
that Cbrifi died for our Sins^ according to 
the Scriptures. For in Cafe he did not 
truly die for us, we muft be yet in our 
Sins, they cannot but remain unatoned for, 
and the dreadful Vengeance of an angry 
God ftill hangs over us. 

If then, fb very much depends upon the 
Death of Chrift, it muft be of great Moment 
to us to acquire right Apprehenfions of it. 
The Fa£t, indeed, is not contefted, and is, per- 
haps, the only one in his whole Revelation, 
which is now acknowledged on all Hands. 
Had his Difciples ever ftrove to conceal it, 
his Enemies would have proclaimed it ; 
the bittercft of them have in all Ages tri- 
umphed on this Head, boafting, that all his 
PtojeAs were hereby blafted, and impioufly 
denying, that be rofe again the third Day\ 
according to the fame Scriptures^ which de- 
clare his De^h (i). 

What no Perfon difputes, it were Labour 
thrown away to undertake the formal Proof 

of: 

(h) I Cox. XV. 3. (i) V. 4. 
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Sbrm. of: That Chrift Jefus yielded up the Ghoft 
11. on the Crofe, is am Event, which may fair- 

^"•^^"^^^^ ly be taken for granted. But the End and 
the Eflfedt of fo extraordinary a Tranfaftion 
are both of them varioufly reprefented. Spme 
attribute too much to it, and fome too 
little, — thofe magnify the Merit dF it to a 
Degree inconfiflent even with the Divine 
Atributes, and thefe will not allow it to have 
any proper Merit at all, or at leaft not a 
Sufficiency of Meritorioufneis to become a 
Jlanfom for the Sms of the wh(rfe World : 
And there are others likewife, who over- 
fbrain it as much on one Side, as they con- 
traft it on the other ; and whilft they pro- 
fefs and contend, that our Saviour died for 
a few unconditionally, deny that he did- fo 
on any Terms for all. 

Though then the Doftrine of Chrift^s Sa- 
tisfaftion has been before touched upon in 
the preceding Difcourfe, I may yet be permit- 
ted the Liberty of giving it a particulaf and 
feparate Confideration ; as it has met with the 
moft vehement Oppofition, and been attacked 
cither in the Whole, or in Part, from all Quar- 
ters. But, I conceive, the Doftrine will be efla- 
blifhed on a very folid Bafis, by fhewing the 
Ranfotn of our Saviour to be altogether necejfary^ 
Jufficient^ univerfaL St. 
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Serm. 
St. i^w/reprefents the Deliverance wrought J^i 
by the Son of God under the Notion of a 
Ranfom ; which fignifies either a Price paid 
down to a conqueror for the Redemption of 
a Captive, or a valuable Confideration ad- 
vanced to a Creditor for the Releafe of a 

Debtor, or a Satisfaftion made to Juftice 
for the Pardon of a Criminal. In all thefe 

Views Chrift Jefus may be truly faid to have 

given himfelf a Ranfom for Mankind ; who 

are to be regarded as Captives, Debtors, 

and Criminals : And he releafed them from 

Captivity, by becoming their Hoftage, and 

yielding in one Nature to the Power of the 

Enemy, which he vanquiihed in another, — 

he difcharged their Debt, by afting as their 

Security, — he obtained their Pardon by fuf- 

fering as their Subftitute. 

That Man is a Slave to Sin, and by 
Means thereof a Debtor and a Criminal in 
God's Account, is a certain, though a mor- 
tifying Truth. Every Sinner has evidently 
loft the Government of himfelf; — his Rea- 
fon is fubverted, his Judgment is over-rui'd, 
his fuperior Faculties are degraded, and the 
inferior ones have Ihamefuily ufurped their 
-Seat, fo that his blind Appetites and Paflions, 

which 
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Serm. which were formed for Obedience, domi- 
11* neer, and each a£ts the Tyrant in his Turn, 
fometimes one of them, fometimes another 
taking him a Prifoner at their Will. Hence 
are incurred immenfe Debts, above the hu- 
man Ability to pay off, and are committed 
Crimes, which everlafting Deftruftion will 
hardly compenlate for. 

And where was the Man ever to be 
found (him excepted, who was infinitely 
more than Man) that ftood clear of this 
moft deplorable State? Our whole Species 
groans under the heavy Thraldom together : 
There is a vicious Byafs to Iniquity in- 
grafted in our very Being, — it is born and 
grows up with us, and in numerous In- 
ftances caufcs us to offend 5 nor is it in the 
Power of Nature always to witliftand its 
Force. From this Spring have conftantly 
ilTued the moft impure Streams ; and no 
otherwifc can a fatisfadtory Reafon be given, 
why Mojes declared, that before the Flood 
aU Fkjb bad corrupted his Way upon the 

Earth (k)j why under the Law holy 

David complained, that the Childreit of Men 
were all gone afide, were altogether become 
jilibyj there was none that did Good, no 

not 

(k) Gen. vi. 12.. 



Important Subjects. 49 

not one f/Jj—why under the Gofpel one Serm. 
Apoftle aiTem, that in mcj that isj in my II. 
Flejhy dwelktb no good Thing (m)^ and ano* 
ther, that // we fay that we have notfinntdy 
we make God a Uar^ and his Word is not 
in us (n). 

For any one to deny, or doubt of the 
Foundation of thefc Teftimonies, is as weighty 
an Argument, as can be produced, to prove 
the Reality of his wretched Bondage to Cor- 
ruption; it being the fame Caufe, which 
perverts the Will, and darkens the Under- 
ftanding: And it is fo far from being a 
Symptom of Health, when a Perfon is not 
fenfible of his Malady, that he is in the moft 
imminent Danger, who is fick to the De- 
gree of not knowing it. Yet how ftrenu- 
oufly do fome Men plead for the Sound- 
nefs of their natural Knowledge and Power, 
and maintain, that they can of themfelvcs 
judge rightly and choofe wifely in all Things 
pertaining to Happinefs and Salvation. 

But here feems to be the Fallacy of their. 
Reafonings on this Topic, that they blend 
and confound two very diftinft Conceptions 

E of 

(i) Pf, xiv. 2, 3. '' (m) Rom. vii. x8, 

(^) I St. John i, IQ. 
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St^i/i. of liuman Nature, and afiirm that of it in 
It one, which is true only in the odier. That 
it is a^eeable to our rational Cohilitutioh 
to difcern and purfue the Duties of Kety, 
Juftice, Charity, Sobriety, and all Righteouf- 
ncfs, cannot indeed be queftioned, 'wiidiout 
queftioning at the fame Time the eflential 
Difference between Virtue and Vice, and the 
moral Agency of Man. However, diatit is 
alfo agreeable to our depraved Nature to re- 
bel againft our Creator, — to delight in In- 
juftice and Oppreflion, and making our Fel- 
low-Creatures wretched, — and to be enflaved 
by many furious and headftrong Appetites, 
cannot be more truly difputed, without con- 
tradifting our own Feelirig and Obferva- 
tion, and the Atteftation of God himfelf. 

As there was a primitive Integrity in 
Man, the Origin of true Liberty, which he 
niight have preferved inviolate, fo is there 
'mod furely a derived Principle of Defile- 
ment fixed within him, which he can no 
more fubdue, than vindicate. This is that 
Law in our Members, by which Sin rules 
in our Hearts with an Influence fuperior 
to the Law of God. It difplays itfelf in 
its full Vigour without Grace, andflruggles 
for the Afcendant- under it. It is moft 

oppofite 
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i^poCtc fo the ^finite fmtf ff the Su- Sikm. 
pKnie ^0^, and mfk^ t^ jt^V^^ Natijre U- 
hi^tcfvl to t^e pi^^Die, fi3 it is ^WWli'd there- ' 
^Y ia its ijnyngu;>ft Compofition, — is carried oflF 
jii a full C^er towards T^nfgi;eflion, — a^jid 
l^ pften under ,lthe N?ce(fity ojf offqnding ; 
which, though not of that Sort, whereby 
the material or brutal World is forced to 
9&y is yet iuic:h, ^ .wasn^yer known to fail 
in any .Ir4ance, bitf of jiipi, who was the 
Soil of God, a3 well p the S^n pf Man,-— 
^hp camp i|itp tjie WorJ4 on pyrpofe to 
rapiqin us f rqm the ^-comipan^ng Poyrcr pf 
Sii:i,~tt> ,ireftpre us $0 oyr JoU: Capacitor pf 
Ob^difjice, aryi to ajtoije for the Defcdts of 
^^ in tijie JPejiiteiit and J^eformcd/ 

3BoyLp viCj concealing our Difeafe, rqjofb 
the offeri^d JRemcdy, an^ dpu^t of this ul- 
tipute Ei^ qf C^^'s taki?^ pur Nature 
upon him, yje.^n;^ b^ uttedy unworthy of 
i;he beneficial Eflfefts of it. To entertain a 
Notion, that there is no Need of a Re- 
deemer — Ihews a Mind unhappily blinded 
by Exfofy jsmd is a reiparkable Production 
of that original Taint, yrhich Men arc fo ye|y 
backward to acknowledg;e. h ai^s at ov^- 
turniag Foundations, and indifputably takes 
its Rife from a Denial, of the mpft fttnda- 

£ 2 mental 
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• • • 

Serm. mental Article of the Chriftian Faith. For 
n. if they, who are in this way of Thinking, 

^"^"^^^^^^^^ would mpdeftly attribute to their Saviour 
that Perfeftion, which he certainly enjoys, 
they would not be tempted to arrogate to 
themfelves that Perfeftion, which they noto- 
rioufly want. 

It being then but too manifeft, that Man 
is fubjeft to the uricontroulable Dominion of 
Sin, and reduced to great Vicioufnefs of 
Soul, as well as Wretchednefs of Body \ let 
us trace up the Evil to the Spring-head, 
and we fhall find it deriving its Source as 
high up almoft as his very Exiftence, — 
let us fearch for the Occafion of the Ran- 
fom, we ftand in the utmoft Need of, and 
we muft look for it as far back, as the 
Difobedience of our firft-formed Parents, 
and for the Intention to grant it a vaft deal 
further ; fince, known unto God are all his 
Works, and all his Purpofes, even from 
Eternity. 

They, who cannot perfuade themfelves 
to relifli the Scripture Account of that moft 
enormous Offence, which has entailed Impu- 
rity and Mifery on the whole Race of Adaw^ 
ihould re-examine what Grounds they have 

for 
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for their Diflike ; and why they conclude the Serm. 
Relation to be void of Truth, and all no bet- U. 
ter than mere Allegory and Fable, Cannot a 
real Occurrence be defcribed in figurative Ex- 
preflions ? Or, is the Hiftory not to be cre- 
dited, becaufe it is concife, becaufe it does not 
gratify their Curiofity in all its Circumftances, 
though it plainly aflens the Fa6t, it treats 
of ? Such incredulous Perlbns fhould confider, 
that the whole Plan of Revelation is founded 
upon this Event ; — it is alluded to in every 
Part of the Old Teftament, and is the Maf- 
ter-key to open the Drift and Meaning of 
the moft ft?upendous Incidents in the New. 

> 

If Chrift Jefus fuffered in the Manner and 
Meafure, we are aflured, he did, there muft be 
fome very fubftantial Caufe for it. It could 
not be for his own Demerit, as he had not 
the leaft Shadow of Guilt •, who did no Sin^ 
neither was Guile found in his Mouth (o) oY if 
wicked Men could be moved by Envy and 
Malice to deftroy the moft righteous and 
benificent Perfon, that ever lived, how came 
they to be able to perpetrate their Villainy ? 
His Innocence exempted him from fufFerijig 
juftly, and his Omnipotence defended him 
from being punilhed wrongfully, withcjut 

E 3 fiis 

(^) I St. Pet. ii. 22. 
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iSERM his own voluntary Cohferit. He decferes, that 
n. be bad Power to % down bis Life Und fo 
take it again (p). But that his Erieiniei 
had none over him, except it were gi'Oefi 
tbem from above (q)^ and Ke could on Ap- 
pBcation to his heavenly Father obtain 4 
humerous angelic Hoft for his Refcii6 and 
Defence (r). Yet he declined this Eltertioh 
of his Divine Authority, and of his own 
Accord calmly fubmitted himfelf to Infamy, 
to Torture, and to Death. 

Now what could be the Inducisimcnt to 
all this ? What Motive fiikable to fuch ama- 
zing Humiliation can be thought of, if the 
Neceffities of loft Man did not loudly call 
for this Difplay of Infinitely condefcending 
Goodneis, in order to his Recovery? The 
Greatnefs of the Ranfom fliould be in ir- 
refragable Proof to us, that the Captivity 
was heavy and real,— the Value of thfe 
Atonement a moft powerfdl Evidence df 
the extreme Guilt ; nor ban there ht fo bafe 
and monftrous an InftanCe of Ihgratitude, is 
to difown our having been by Ndtilire in a 
Stee of Mfifery and Slavery, radier iitsk 
confefs the Payment of 'thfe Pride cf our 

Itedemption. 

But 

(p) St. John X. 1 8. (qj St. John xbc. 1 1 . 

(r) Su Matth. xxvi. 53. 
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Serm. 
But how do the Oppu^ers of Chrift's IL 
Satisfaftion hit off the Difficulty ? That' ^' 
Mankind are, and always, from the firA 
Tranfgjjeflion, have been imiverfally affeded 
wit^i a Ipiritual Depravity, incapable of aft- 
ing up to their Maker's Expedations, and 
all more or lefs reduced under the Tyranny 
of Sin, fo as to obey it in the Lulls there- 
of is mapifeft aix)ve reaibnable Difpute. 
And who can work Deliverance for them* 
befides the Son of God I What can dif- 
charge their Obligation, but his Merits ? And 
what wafh ^em clean except his moft pre- 
cious Bjlood ? Inftead of this, what have 
thefe Men to truft to ? It npuft be either to 
Sacrifices, as did the Antients, or to Re- 
pentance, as do the Modems, who warmly 
-contend for its being a full Plea for Pardon. 

Jn Regard ;o the former, it has been long 
ago allowed, that St. Paul was at leaft once 
in the right, when he pronounced it to be 
impqffibley tbdt fbe Blood of Bulls or of Goats 
Jbould take qwc^ the Guilt, or the Punilh- 
ment of Sin (s). And it was the decpeft 
Ignorance of the End, for which Sacrifices 
were wd^ined, tjiat induced weak Men to 

E 4 imagine 

(5) Heb. X, 4.. 
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^ERM. imagine, thcfe were able by their proper 
n. Virtue and Efficacy to expiate the Faults of 
^"^^theOfierers. 

As there appears to be no Room to fuppofe, 
that it could be the Invention of Men to 
take away the Lives of Beafts, and employ 
them as Viftims in the Worlhip of God, 
without his exprefs Appointment ; fo is 
there as little to queftion, that they were 
inftituted for fome good and ufefUl Pur- 
pofe. But this was rather to difcover, than 
pay off the Debt ; to Ihew Men* how they 
had juftly forfeited their Lives by their 
Wickednefs, rather than redeem them by 
the Death of their Sacrifices, — and to point 
to the Atonement and its Manner of ope* 
rating, rather than make it. Being therefore 
confidered 'independently of their typical Re- 
lation to Chrilfs Satisfaction on the Crofs, 
they could be of no fpiritual Benefit* nor 
make the Comers thereunto ferfeEt (t). 

Instructive LeiTons, to be fure, they 
were to the common Apprehenfion of Man- 
kind in all Ages, that God would not be 
appeafed, nor forgive them without Puniih- 
ment •, and to the Jews particularly they 

were 

(0 Heb. X. I . 
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wf^e Forms of entering into, and renewing Serm. 
their Covenant With their Maker, whereby II. 
he vouchfafed to bind himfelf, on cert^n 
Conditions, to Pardon, to be reconciled 
to, and beftow various Bleflings on them. 
After all, they were not in their own Nature 

effefhial to thefe great Purpofes, they 

had no intrinfic Excellency in them towards 
procuring the Divine Favour, — and derived 
their whole Worth from being made the 
Reprefentation of that real Sacrifice, which 
was to be, and has been the Propitiation for 
the Sins of the World. 

But though the material lifelefs Sacrifices 
of Brutes could not, yet why may not the 
reafonable and living Sacrifice of ourfelves, 
by an hearty Repentance and renewed Obe- 
dience, be available to pacify God's Wrath, 
to fatisfy his Juftice, and to prevent our Pu- 
nilhment ? NoDoubt, it may ; provided Sinners 
do not build more on this Foundation, than it 
will bear. To forfake Ungodlinels is expe- 
dient, and even neceflary to the Forgivenefs of 
it *, and to improve in Holinefs is the bed 
Qualification for a gracious Acceptance : 
Yet to recommend an O0ender to Mercy is 
one thing, and to give him a firm Claim 
to it is another. To cxpcft, as of Right, 

a Releafc 
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Sf RM. a Heleaiib of paft Dcmand3 on the Scon of 
11. Mature Services, no l^s due in thjepleive^ 
th^tjiofc, which have been withheld, ismuc^i 
the fame thing with attempt]^ to pay on^ 
Pebt with the Tender of anpther. 

The moft unifonn Suhmiflion to t^ Di- 
vine Will, after numerous Offences CQ^mit- 
ted, cannot properly make Reparation for 
them : It can only induce the Criminal to 
cntertdn fome faint Hopes of Pardon, but 
not in Point of flridt Juftice authorise hiip 
to look on himfelf as a£hially, or fure to 
be, forgiven. For fince God has the fame 
Title to the Homage of his Creatures in every 
Part of their Lives, what was th^ir Duty be- 
fore their Difdsedience, muft be equally fo 
ai&rt it ; and consequently, a pious Change 
of Mind and Manners in a fubfequent Period 
of their Bdng, cannot atone for their Impieties 
in a paft, — have not the Efficacy to wipe 
away the Stains of Vice, nor to reftore Sin- 
ners to the fame Place in God's Love and 
Regard, which they might enjoy before. 

He, who is once an Offender, muft be 
always one, how pertinent foever 5 — Sin 
leaves an indelible Mark on the guilty 
Mind-, — loft Innocence cannot be recalled: 

And 
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And if th^ jt^ly prOvbked Ddty is pkaied Serm. 
to ovdrlook our Iniquities ib far, as in^ead ^\ 
of inflifting the Vengeance they defcrve, 
to treat us like pure and finlefs Pcrfons, 
when we are too nluch the revarfe, th» 
Privilege muft arife Aot from what we havt 
been able to advance towards the P^rchafe 
of it for ourfelves, but from the ample 
Price paid down by Chrift Jefus for us: 
So that our whole Dq)endance rrffe on A 
crucified Saviour. 

Hence queftibnlefs it is, that the Holy 
Scriptures have lain fuch Weight on the 
Sufferings and Iteath of Chrift, and fet them 
off with the utmoft Strength and Variety 
of Expreffion; that i;^hoever believes thofc, 
tis he ought, cannot difbdieve thefe. The 
Knowledge fliereof was gradually introduced 
into the World by a Series of Prc^ecies, 
wMch, however dark in the Delivery, be- 
came exceeding clear ih the Completion; 
'nor have we, who live fo many Ages after 
the Arcomplifhmcrtt, the leaft Reafoh to 
Itefitate concerning their ultimate ^Senfe and 
Meaning : For if we are p^rfiiadcd, that the 
fame infallible Spirit is die Revealer of the 
Purpbf«5 4f God ki >both Teftaments, his 
Applications in the New of prophetic Paf- 

fages 
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Serm. fiiges in the Old muft be neceflarily received 
JI. as the only certdn Interpretaion of them. 

What was promifed to Aiam^ to Abra- 
ham^ to Davidj to the People of Ifrael, 
and to all Mankind in general, we fee all ful- 
filled in him, on whom we have believed, 
and to whom all the antient defcriptive 
Marks of the Melliah do manifefUy agree 
in fo compleat a Manner, that, all Circum- 
fiances being confidered, it is impollible 
there fhould be any fuch, if our Lord be 
not the Perfon. What was typified by 
MofeSy has been verified in Chrift *, and he 
is properly the End of all God's Engage- 
ments to the Jews, and the Sum of all their 
Hopes to the Gentiles. The offering up of 
the Son of Abraham in Intention prefigured 
the Sacrifice of the Son of the Higheft in 
Reality. He was the Lamb of God^ which 
taketh away the Sins of the World («), and 
the Paffover facrificed for us (x). All the Pre- 
diftions of the Prophets relating to the Suf- 
ferings of their Mefliah, are coUefted and 
brought to a Point in our Saviour : And as 
it was declared and recorded, many hun- 
dreds of Years before it happened, that he 
fhoqld be cut off out of the Land of the 

Living 

(u) St. John i. 29. (x) I 0)r. v. 7. 
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Living (y)j hit not for himfelf (z), and Serm. 
that bis Soul fiould be made an Offering for H. 
Sin (a). So is it confirmed by the Apoftles 
and EvMigelifts, that he appropriated to 
himfelf the Title of the good Shepherd:, that 

layetb down his Ufe for his Sheep (h) 

that God hath not appointed us to fFratb^ 
but to obtain Salvation by our Lord Jefns 
Chri/tj who died for us (c). In whom we 
have Redemption through his Bloody the For- 
givenefs of our Sins^ according to the Riches 
of his Grace (d). And that by his Stripes 
^e are healed (e). The Relult then is, as 
St. Peter reprefents it, that tbofe Things which 
God before had Jhewed by the Mouth of all 
bis Prophets^ that Chrift fhould fuffer^ he 
hath fo fulfilled (/;. 

These few Paflages may fuffice (to enu- 
merate ail to this EfFeft, one muft tranfcribc 
a very ccmfiderable Part of the New Tefta- 
ment) to prove the Truth of Chrift's dying 
on Man's Behalf, and being puniihed in 
their Stead, in order to free the Tranfgref- 
fors from Punifhment. And if our Saviour 
has by the Sacrifice <rf* himfelf made Recon- 
ciliation 

(y) Ifiu. liii. 8. (z) Dan. ix. 26. 

(a)Ifai. liii. 6, lo. (h) St. John x. 15. 

(f) 1 Theff. V. 9, 10. (d) Ephcf. i. 7. 

{i) I St. Pet. ii. 24.. ' (f) Afts iii. i«. 
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Serm. cUiation for V8,--1mis ^^9med us frpmSi^ 
II. .and fatisfied God*s Juftkc, wWch vfejiad l^y 
OUT Offences moft hewq^fly prsovoke^i, tibe 
Neceffity of t;his Undertaking may Jbe infel- 
libly concluded ; fincc an ,infinifcly-wi^ -Bpiqg 
can do nothing in vain : Nor is it pqffii?|e 
to imagine, that God fliould pr^are i;he,t)it- 
tercft Draught for his own moft de^Iy Jj^- 
loved Son, if our Cure could have be^ 
wrought, and our Deliverance, cffefted by 
any other (lighter Means. Jt becomes ys 
therefore to embcace it as ^ faithful S^y^ 
ingj and worthy ef dl Accfptfltm^ thatS^krifi 
Jefus came into the fTorld tc fave Sinmr^ (g) 5 
who, unlefs he had died jneritorioufly, mu<l 
all have died eternally. We Ihould eyeiy 
one of us have found too much Room to 
bewail our deplorable State in the Language 
of the Pfalmift, mine Iniquities are gone over 
my Heady as an heavy Burden they are too 
heavy for me (h). But now we, who arc 
in Chrift Jefus, fee into the intire Senfe of 
that Exhortation, Let Ifrael hofe in the Lord 5 
for with the Lord there is Mercy ^ andwitf) 
him is plenteous Redemption (i). We difcem, 
by what Method Veflels of Wrath are con- 
verted into Objeds of Love, viz. by the 

PrDpit]ation9 

(g) I Tim. i. 15. {h] Pf. x-\;cviii. 4. 

(1) Pf. Qxxx. 7. 
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PrdpitiatSt^, ivHich Im bcm made kt them, S^rm 
arid not by their owh Work or Power: H, 
iFbr, "uftfin we <it>en jet mihmt Strength^ 
inike -^khe Cbfifi died f^r the UngtdJy (k). 
And ttus it bibt^edbim to fiiffer (l)^ other- 
•Vlfc We liad been undone forever. 

And 1^ the Sati&fe£li6n rf Ghrift appears 
from the Accdtrnt >given of it in the Holy 
Scriptuits to have been neceffary^ fo milft we 
look iiti it alfo, 2^ fufficient. 

We cannot throw a greater ^Refle6Hon on 
the Deity, than to charge him with form- 
ing any Scheme, which Will not anfwer up 
to the Pilfpofe, it Was calculated for. it 
% for weak fliort-fighted Mortals to be 
bau&ed in their Views, and to projeA, what 
thfey can never execute. But the AU-know- 
ftig cannot be miftaken, nor the All-power- 
^ful be cfifeppointed. 

This general Remark, founded on the 
natural Senfe, we have of God, and his ab- 
fohite Perfeftions, v^ of itfelf enough to efta- 
biifh the Sufficiency of Chrift's Satisfaftiop. 
though we may very much encreafe its 
Wdght by throwing in the Confideration 

both 

(k) Rom. V, 6. (I) St. Luke wciv. 46. 
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Serm. both of the Ranlbm, and of the Perfon, 
H. who p^d it. Be the Price laid upon our 
^ Heads never fo high, our . Deliverer is ftill 
able to advance it, — be the Debt, we groan 
under, never (o heavy, our Surety can 
acquit us from it, — be our Crimes never 
fo many and grievous, his Merits far exceed 
them all. For we are net redeemed with 
corruptible Things^ as Silver and Gold^ hut 
with the precious Blocd cf^ Cbrift (m). Had 
the Treafures of th^ World, which may ob- 
tain the Enlargement of our Bodies from a 
temporal Slavery, been offered to ranlbm 
pur Souls from a Spiritual, we might have 
doubted of their being accepted, and our 
being fet at Liberty : But ,when we are af- 
fured, thjt Cbriji bath lo*oed usy and bath 
given bimfelf for usy an Offering and a Sa- 
crifice to God for a fweet fmelling Savour^ 
(nh What can there be conceived to be 

wanting to render it cifedtual ? — Or had any 
Man, how great, how good fbever, under- 
taken the Redemption of his loft Brethren, — 
or had even the moft exalted Creature in 
the Scale of Beings interpofed for their Pre- 
fervation, we might have apprehended too. 
great Caufe to fufpeft, that the Attempt 
was far above either of their Capacities, and 

that 

[m) I Si. Pel. i. 1 8, 19. {«) Ephcf. v, z^ 
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that it muft coft more to redeem Mankind^ Serm. 
than they were able to pay: But when the n. 
Sacred Scriptures inftruft us, and call for 
our ftedfaft Belief, that it was no lels a Per- 
fon, than the Son of God himfelf, of Glory 
equal, of Majefty coetemal with tht Father, 
who came into the World to bleed and to die 
for us, how perfcftly does this Revelation fi- 
lence all our Mifgivings concerning the Suffici- 
ency of his Sacrifice for the Remiflion of Sins f 

The foblime Doftrine then of our Lord's 
Divinity ought not to be queftioned, though 
it cannot be eomprehcnded. It is a Myftery 
not propounded to puzzle our Undcrftand- 
iiigs, but to confirm our Hopes : It is the 
main Anchor of our Souls fure and fted- 
faft ; and without it, what have finful Men 
to truft to ? They cannot, as we have feen, 
confide in their own polluted Performances, 
the beft of which will by no Means ftand 
the Examination of confummate Purity, — 
nor can they rely on the Interpofitioh of 
any other Creature, every one having Work 
enough to anlwer his own Obligations. — 
Neither can they lay Claim to their Maker's 
Goodnefs, which they have forfeited to fuch 
a Degree, that the Expeftation of its Con- 
tinuance plainly makes his Attributes to clafh 

F with 
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"O- vine Recondier. 

Whehb^s on tfw Suppafidott, th^ our 
SaviQi^ is God ^ ^^ ^ M^Ji^ ^ P'^ger 
;ry Difficulty is got ayer,".-Jufticc 
, ' and . Favour is recalled, — from 
Event of our Redanption arifes 
Ic Gletj '? ^od in fh ptgb^t en 
!«■<> S^o^ ^^ towardf Men (o), 
and in Chriil Jefus, Mercy and Truth are 
mft tegetbe^t Si^eoufnefs and Peace have 
ki^id eofh ether (p.). When -we regard him 
as Ged fwch^Hg the Chutc^ y^h his 
Shed (q)t it. is. noc pof^^lc ta imi^ne, 
how the Price p»d ibould fall /hpn of what 
^s, or could be, dcma^idci^, and we can- 
not hdp concludit^, that the Uoioa of the 
Godhead gave the molt efficacious Vahie to 
tlie Sufferings of- the Manhood, and rendered 
h^ Death a full and perfect Sacrifice, Obla- 
tioHj and Satisfadion for lyianldnd. 

These Obferv^tions - on this Head we 

maj corroborate l^ taking Notice, in what 

Manner St^ Pml ufually introduces the 

Mention of Chrift's Satis&aion by his Death : 

"■'"'• "He 

/-.; St, l.ulce ii. 14. Cp) VUsxxr. 10. 

Cj} A&s XX. 28, 



IMPORTANT §U?JECT8. 6? 

He feldom ipeaks of this aftoniilui^ A& Sehu. 
ofi#fet>^b|» hf u%«}t ia uritfe » pre- U. 
vious I^ci^^i^ pf fijkn; I^wd^s eflfcatial*'^^''^ 
Ped^^wv |#t tcUf «f t ^ Fkilippiaiu^ 
?^ (?&ri* ?l/«« ?»'?4? *!«»/<^ of 90 SLepma- 
*m\ ^^0^ m kW fk» f«m of a Set- 

he knffij^l^ k^^ ^ ie^tfe dkidfffa mtto 

^ jfiC9rpc(^ dppfla, thj^. ^fl^ in the Fom 
of Gsd^ ^e. ^u^ it nqt ^o^^ tfi h 

((^l wi^ ^4'. (Ti» m^ m fu<*» cfMai to 
^? v^ y^4^|^^pis|( ^ hjii gone upoo. 

tec to dc^«^|iftn^ that Af h^ h bimftif 
pt^g^d ettr S^fiSy b? teptp^ th? ot^ciftesl 
Jefus, as being tbe Brigbtntfs of God's Qkr^^ 
and exfrefs Image of hit PerfoUy and uphold- 
ing all Tkingi iy thfWmipf his ^^fw^ (f). 

F ^ Tuvs 

(r) KaUp. ii. 6, 7, 8. f'x; CoIoC 1 16, 17. 
/^f^ Heb. I. 3» 
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SlUM. -^ 

II. Thus the Compleatnefs of our Saviour's 
Ranibm is a t)oftrine too weighty and too 
deeply founded, to be eafily overturned! 
And it is quite ftrange, that they, who ac- 
knowledge the infinite Dignity of his Perfon, 
'Ihould deny the abfolute Sufficiency of his 
Propitiation. Yet fo contradiftory a Profef- 
fion are many Chriftians obferved to makcj — 
even aU, who have implicitly furrendered 
their Faith to the Uliirpations of fuch, as 
afiume the Charafter of > infallible human 
Guides. It is a favourite Tenet in the Church 
of Rome^ that the Sacrifice offered up by 
our Redeemer on the Crols is of itfelf an 
incompetent Atonement ; and under Colour 
of fupplying the Deficiency, it has from lu- 
crative Views invented the daily Sacrifice of 
the Mafs, wherein the Priefts of that Com- 
munion are faid to be vefted with the Au- 
thority of making an Oblation to God the 
Father, of the Body and Blood of his Son 
for the Sins both of die Living and the 
Dead. 

But what a .furprizing Mixture of Error 
and Wickednefs have we here blended to- 
gether ? A Pradlice this f in which, what is 
attempted, is in its Nature impoflible, and 

what 
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what is performed, is idolatrous in its Cir- Serm. 
cumftances,. . as well as fcandaloufly dilho- H. 
nonurabie to our Lord in its Defign. It 
.firft pretends to. make the ViAim, and af- 
terwards to offer it up to . God ; not con- 
tent with ., commemot^ng and , exhibiting 
the Paffion, the Romijh Clergy arrogate the 
Power to tKemfelves of changing the Ele- 
ments in the Eucharift fubftantially, and not 
virtually* into Chrift's crucified Body, which 
they hold forth to the Pcof^le for the Oh- 
je£t of their religious WorHup, and Sacri- 
iice vto God for the RcmiflTion of Sin. So 
that , it is diffiailt to fay, whether the Im- 
piety, or the Injury, or the Abfurdity, (hewn 
in this ftbceding be the greater. It oppofcs 
the cleareft Evidence of Senfe, — is repug- 
nant to the plainefl Principle of Nature, — 
contrary to unexceptionable Teftimonies of 
God's Word, and dcftruftive to the OiEc^ 
of the great High Prieft of our Profef- 
fion— Chrift Jefbs is fet forth to be a Prieft 
for ever after the Order of Melchifedech (u)^ 
and to be pofleffed of an unchangeable Prieft- 
hood (x)y in which no one went before, ox 
can fucceed him. He was, and is the firft 
^d the laft in his facerdotal Funftion, and his 
Sacrifice being' nothing lefs' than himfelfi 

r«;H*.vv. 17. r*/! v^ 



r 
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Serm ho^ can it bb tit6tii^« fiutt mkri mm 
n, havfe Commiftidn td oKrft, %cnt ftf)ttfflBfe 
dicy could xib fc ? ta^febFafcid' h Iftay^ and 
muft be to the Montmf of duf ^atir ftt- 
'deeper and for tttt Good df bbf 5b\ife^, 
but iict)eitcd it tahnOfc be: I\)r thSh **w^ 
Cbrift iave often fiifered '(y). 

Of this the Holy Scripturti ftriVe to givfe 
us the ftrongeft CohviAibhi nt t^ifying, 
that ^e are fantlijied tUoi^b th d^n»^ 
of the Bo^ vf fefui drift cftce fof ^l^z) 
^bo now tfnce in the knd of tie fVorll 
hafb appeared to put Mviy Sin ^ the Sa^^ 
erifce of bifhfelf (a). Jhd tviry Prteft itfiie^ 
tbe Law fiood daily mniftrin^ dUd cfftr- 
ing oftentimes the fame Sacttfices^ iv/bicb 
could never take away Sins : Bttt tbfi 
Many after be bad offered oie Sacrijtci 
for Sinsy for ever fat down "on tbe Ki^bi 
Hand of God (^), appearihg with the inoff 
exalted Dignity in the ihtiniat^^ f^ecial, &A 
glorious Prefencc of the Father for iis, ah^^ 
becoming our Advocate iii Heaven, as lie 
had been our Prieft and our l^iri-o^enhg 
upon Earth. From whence the Argumen! 
we arc lipon, receives iio Imall addition of 

Force \ 

(y) Hcb. ix. 26. («) Hcb. x. 10, 

(a) Hcb. ix. 26. {h) Heb. i. xi, jt, 
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ii^Sreej arid' for tHs Kd3on Tse U ahU 'to Serm. 
fave id the uliermofi 'them' fhai come unto fl-. 
God iy hipt,~-feeijig be .exer livetb to m^e^'"*''^''^ 
Tnierci 
prcifed 



Mvn 1 
wicimi 
iiiede 1 
tie th 

fof us 

ihent 

■ Awb haa^nbt oiir Enemies of 
PeHuafibn b^n' quite bliriaeH with tl 
^oWei-, tfr ihtf Lb+e of Riches, diey 
have ov^riookM To glaring a Tniifi. 
confidei'eci, 'tlui\ .'the Saviour oF thi 

the only infeftslBbf, arid tHat it is ir. 

his meriisyfidus Blboct-nic4£iing, fie mediates 
between God tod tUlani they would niver 
have introduced likewife into their religious 
t>Bices the InVocatibh of SlanK, *ith a View 
df preVaSlihg wjth dieirt td aft'as their So!- 
F 4 ■ ,\ ,.lictfoi> 

(f) Hdr.vu.25. [J) Rev. i. 5. 

(() Heb. ix. 24. 
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Serm. Ucitors in the Court of Heaven, and to hand 
n. up their Petitions to the Throne of Grace. 

But if they either will not fee, or will 
not acknowledge their idolatrous Superlti* 
tions, — if they arc determined impioufly to 
worfhip their Fellow-creatures, whom they 
ought only refpedtfuUy to efteem, let us 
however be upon our Guard, left we be 
beguiled into the like falfe Belief or evil 
Practice : And if they will not be converted 
from the Error of their Ways, let them not 
pervert us, — let them neither awe us by 
their Terrors, nor deceive us by their Sophif- 
try. — Let us hold faft Chrift our Head, 
and adhere religioully to him both in his 
facrificial and his mediatorial Capacity;^— 
let us preferve our Faith pure, and our Li- 
berty found, but let us not refufe them 
our Charity, — let us allow to them, what 
f hey deny to us, the Poflibility of having 
a Share even in that Satisfaftjon, which 
they fo propfanely depreciate. 

Lastly, Whilft we contend that Chrift's 
Ranfom. is fufficient, we cannot confiftently 
rejeift its being univerfal. The one confe- 
qucntially follows from the other, nor can 

any 
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any tolerable Reafon be aligned, v^hy what Serbi. 
is effedhial for all, fhould not be extended H* 
to all. 



Yet nxany^ ^ andc fome otherwife pious 
Perfons have there been fi> &liUh in their 
Notions^ fb ilraitened in their Bowels, as to 
confine Chrift's merciful Intentions to thcm- 
felvcs, and thofe who are Abettors of their 
diilinguifliing Principles, and preclude therc- 
frcm ail others, eveafuch, as zealoufly de- 
fend aU, and no more than, the common 
avowed Doftrines of Chriftianity* If this Limi- 
tation of the grand Atonement arifcs from a 
limitted brotherly Love, it is a very unchari* 
table and criminal Sentiment, and fhcws, 
how much the Maintainers need an Intercft 
in a Redeemer's Merits, which diey will di- 
vide with none befides : Or, if it ^rings 
from a Narrownefs of Thought and a Mifap- 
prehenfion of the Tern^, oh which our Sa- 
viour's Satisfadtion is . tendered, it is then to 
be pittied, but not embraced ; fmoe it is an 
irrefragable Proof of Man's weak Side, and 
of a Pronenefs to miftakc, as often as lie 
looks into the holy Oracks with a preju- 
diced Mind. 

But 



% S'lflMfepfB t^T^^i/ 



» ' ♦ 



A B^ ^ '^^ - nepdfiedioi^ - aK Agt a fit^ 
worn off: And Truth has got Gioukd bh 
dus Side, how much foever it may have loft 
on SdiSibr^-Nathgr ik ^ to.U ^britfered 
ati TaSiig it i^uft Ke 4tty dlffittift «> refift 
ffie Fdi-£« ' ^ Clearf!(e&, with Wfudb ^ 
iffljrfttd Scriptures ^cak td tJur tarpofe : 
Whbri ' diey tcfl us, arf in tiris t^xt, that 
Chrift gavt Himfdf a R^iiibm for kll^ and 
dftWiifcre, that he iikd for oH (f),^-'tafted 
Veatifbr every il4i« (^)y-<v2is th)s Phj>t- 
tidHtAi fof^;ihe ^ins if tie Huhok PP'oAd (£),..^ 
nni tm bm were Hid the tni^iiitiei of us 

More Tcflfinohies 1 Ihall not ri-ouWe iihy- 
filf arid ypii with heaping tc^ethet, whei'i 
they cannot be Wanted to convince tiftt^ 
tnty not influenced by his own ft^judicei 
beyond" Code's Word, cohcemfing theExten- 
fivcneiS 'x>r efhrift's 'Sdrisfaftrort.. We itl^y- 
not, ^iilfibxlt a Refledtidrt on the Diriiie 
Goodrid^, as %k have hd Authority ffoni 
Revelation* tcJ, ddny thefeelifefit of ittdahy : 
Yet ^i^cdpl^'may debai- thettfelves of it. For 
as it is reached out to all without lEx-' 

ception, 

(f) zCoT,v, 15. (g) Heb. ii. g. 

(h) I vSt John ii. 2. (i) Ifai. liii. 6. 



^dtpAih^ Ai i£ itVoudhM^\xf HIM witlHiQt SmA 
Ceftdiitei^i thKK Is (» iti^ A ^of SftUbm U; 
iritfi the AlfMg(h(y, brtia^iSI «^ 
ix^<^UiKta(ii»ii 60 dlifaDllnaed § tte Meft 

^frii^m it has }k:vit been ittbdedi 46^ hmc* 
hrit}iffiuidii% fad unexpfc&edfy Atfispff 
Meas t)f k; vffi ivtthal lb indiijpeiifibk 
a i^t Dsfpofidon, fliac ttaiijr^ ^vlib iiaH 
ind this SiMtion {ffeadnsd to tlfam^ IbflH 
nxrdVe Darn^, inftead 6f Advarifiige^ irofn 
cheir ftip^ior Knowkdige. Got ^Uedi kll 
Men to bfe 6cfpi\ bdt thefeane'fisbndlutAi 
as ]^lwmrfciy rdfli bh Dain«ttR>it i--~Ghrtft 
iirbuM fet aii Kftn fiee; tiioi%h i grat Part 
<^ the World chdofe to ocoitifnle BiiVes. 
And ffaall tiiey find Fatdt with thtir De=^ 
Ihrerer^ ^hm the Wkole Biame ^^ in them^- 
fehres^-— when infinite Grace canncic i^fcob 
them from DeilitnEHoh) without ddfodfing 
tlieir ritf Nature; and axSidg itfUn them 
wilii a Forde incompatible wiSi limnah 
fTCiuoni r 

XJn^ the Whoki if tiit Raofont giVen 
by Jdfua Chtift wife neoeflarj^, iefi u^ ^adly 
^e|$t of itr-if ^ ^^^tt ftrfficient^ iettelreA:^ 
fttord^ u^ it,--if it l^as imivteifa]^ kt vt9 

(hut 
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Sbum. ^^ ^^ l>Mie &Dm it A Dtfpeniatbn. lb 
II. needfuls. To complett, fo vnconfined calls 

^''^'V^^^fot the utmoft Gratitude, which can be due 
from ranfomed Captives to their all boimti*^ 
fbl Redeemer ; whofe Generofity is fet off 
with iuch endearing and aftonifhihg Gr- 
cumibmces, . as, it is impoffible, fhould 
ever meet in any other Perfon, but himfcit 
He only could trat^adt fo arduous an Afiair, 
and tread the Winc-prefs of the Divine Fury 
alone. Through him we muft, and let us 
labour to, be accepted; and as we know 
the Conditions^ let us be diligent to perform 
them. . The Saviour's Office being abundant* 
ly executed, let us be in the Number of fueh, 
as fhatl be faved, by doiag our Part and 
anfwering his Expe&ations. Let us pre- 
fume neither to add to his Sacrifice under 
the Notion of its being deficient, nor to di- 
minifh fiom it, as of fmall Value and de- 
ferving little Regard ; but fet us think and 
aft with • St. Foul J who in few, thoi^h ve- 
ry affefting Terms, reprefents the Greatnels 
of Chrift*s Satisfaftion, Man's loft Eftate 
without it, ^d important Obligations for 
it. For^ fays . he, the Love of Cbrifi con*' 
ftrainetb us^ hecaufe we thus ju^e^ that if 
me died for, .ai/j then all ^ene. 4cad^ j ani. 

that 
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that he Jied for aU^ that thtf^ wbub live, Serm. 
/Ijouid not henceforth the unto themfelvesy S. 
hut unto him, that Med for them(k). fl«'«f '""'V"^ 
filled with the Fruits of Rtghteeufnefst which 
ere iy jfefus Chrifi, unto the Glory and 
Praife of God (I). 

(i) iCor.v. 14, ij. (l) Philip.!. II. 
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§ E J^ M N III. 

Galat. ii. i6. 

^nmf/ipg tbcft a Mtph is not jujli- 
fiei fy the Works of tlx Law, 
tut hy the Faith of Jefus Chrijl, 
even ive have believed in 'Jefus 
Cbrifi; that we might be jufiified 
ij> the Faith of Chrijl, and not 
Iff th( ff^orkt of the Lain .• Foe 
by the Works of the harm Jhall 
no Flejb be jufiified. 

IINCE oui Blcflid Redremcr SiEM. 
\ declared in his Life-time, that ^• 
\ it was na fent, hi mto ;is ^^"""^ 
J Ufi Sbetp of til Hmfi of l(. 
' rael (a), — and when he fent 
forth his Ap9ftles to fxeatb, Jcfing, ths 
Kivzdovt of Htaven is at Hanit he com- 
manded 
(t) St. Mitth, jciv a,. 
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• 

SERivuijnand^d them/^ go rather to tbofty and not 
in. info the (Fay of the Gentiles^ nor into any 
City of the Samaritans to enter , ( h ), — 
and himfelf exercifed his Minifby, ex- 
cept in one or two Inftances^ amoAg 
his Brethren according to the Flcfh, nei- 
ther difcovered plainly, that it was his 
Intention to put an End to the Mofaical 
Difpenfation ; it is nothing ftrangc, that his 
Apoftles fliould confine their Preaching to 
their own Nation, and not be cured of their 
Prejudices in its Favour, but by immediate 
Revelation. 

This was made known at firft to St. 
Peter in the Vifion of the great Sheet {c\ 
full of all Sorts of animal Food, both clean 
imd unclean, according to the Law, with an 
Order from Heaven to kill and make Ufe 
of it. And though the Explication inftant- 
ly followed in his being invited by Cornelius^ 
a devout Heathen, to come to his Houfe, 
and conunanded by God to accompany his 
Mcfiengers ; yet it was fome Time e'er the 
Difciples at laige were convinced, that the 
Gentile Converts were not bound to obferve 
the Law of Mofes, and longer, before it 
was generally believed, that the Jewifh were 

releafed 

(i) St. Matih. X. 5, 6, 7. (f ) A6ls x. 
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rekafed from it, — ^that tke Toh^ wbitb nei- Se rm. 
tber they J nor their Fathers were (^le tQ HI. 
bear (d)y was broken from off their Necks, 
and that the Law, being fulfilled, was abro- 
gated in Chrift* 

It was on this Subjc<%, that the firfl; Coin- 
troverfy aipfe m the Chriftian Church ; which 
was decided only by the i|nuicdi«« Reve- 
lation of the Hply Ghoft. But one Griev- 
ance removed, WQthei: foon ftarted up, and 
from this Go0d no fm^ EvU enfucd : For 
many, eidii^ through a miftafen or a carnal 
Mind, aot. m^kiijg a Pifferenqt between the 
Law of Righfisoufnefe «wi the Law of Ordi- 
nances, — bfetweeo Mofal Rul$t md Political 
Statufes, fince they were forbid to retaia th? 
Whole of thi?ir oW Religion, wa« di^xjfed t© 
rejedt it altogether* He^ce there ffvcung up 
a!mong the BeJieyers as, gre^ a Misfcbief as. tte. 
former^ and Licent|ou|^fs fv<;<^e4 in th^ 
Room of SuperftiijWQ. 

Againft both thefe Errors^ wz. That the 
Ceremonial Law remained in fyll JFprcc, as af-. 
ferted by fome, and that the MoraJ Law was 
become repealed, as pleaded by others, our 
Apoftle made a noble Stand. The one he 
reUrained by giving repeated Diredions to 

G aU 
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Sjsrm. all the Difciplcs, now fet free from Ritual 
IIL ' Obfervances, not to ufe their Chriftiari Li- 
berty for an Occafion to the Flejh (d)j c^ 
as a Cloak of Malicioufnefs {e\ the other, 
he wrote fome Epiftles, exprefsly to fet afide, 
and even reproved St. Peter for counte- 
nancing \t by his Praftice. The Subftancc 
of this Debate he here gives the Gallatians ; 
and as well to recover thofe, who had been 
carried away with the Diffimulation of fome 
falfe Brethren, as to confirm thofe, who 
continued in the Truth of the Gofpel, he 
explains and eftaUiflies the great Do£trine of 
Juftification by F<?i/i&, which yet has never 
been free from Oppofition in fome Shape or 
other, there having been always mifbeheving 
or ill-living, if not Judaizing, Chriftians. 
And however clearly ftated and ftrongly 
fettled, our Apoftle left it-, ftill the Un- 
learned and Unftable have often wrejled his 
written Sentiments on the Point, as they 
have done alio the other Scriptures to their own 
BeJiruSlion (f). For fome, from St. Paul's 
laying it down as a firft Principle, that 
Man is 7iot jujlified by the Works of the 
Lawy but by the Faith of JefUs Chrijt^ have 
drawn an unauthorized Conclufion, as if a 

naked 

{(i) Galat. V. 13. (e) 1 St. Pet. ii. 16, 

./; 2 ^U Pet. iii. 16. 
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naked folitaiy Belief, or abarcAflfent to the Serm. 
Truths of Chriftianity Was fufficient to re- HI. 
commend them to the Divine Mercy in 
Chrift. 

But that thefe Men are, arid will one 
Day find themfelves to be, wretchedly de- 
ceived, may poflibly appear from the pre- 
fent Di(cour&* 

WheKeiK fhallbe confidered — JVhat both 
Faith and Jufi^fication mcany-^bow the One 
is produced iy the Other^^-^zxid what tboji 
Works are J which are contrary to a jufiify* 
ing Faith, as well as what are included in, 
and nre perffUive of it. 

Now Faith is a Term, which, as it fre- 
quently occurs in Holy Scripfure^ has there 
various Significations given unto it. This it 
has been common, becaufe it is obvious t6 
obferve; though few have undetftood the 
Word in all its Variety of Senfes, and fbme 
have unluckily applied every Meaning to 
it, but the higheft and moft important. — * 
Let us fee then, if we can acquit our-^ 
felves betten 
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SfkM. 

HI. In fcveral Places of fecred Writ Faith 
ftands for Fidelity or Faithfulnels : Thus 
the Queftion of St. Paul to the Romans (g) 
What if fome did not believe^ Jhall their Un- 
belief make thf Faith of God mtbout Effect ? 
Muft be interprettd after the following Man- 
ner ; Shall their Infidelity make void the 
Faithfulnefs of God, fo as that ht (hall not 
perform his Promifes to Abraham and his 
Pofterity! And fo likewife fhould it be 
underftood in that threatning Exprefllbn of 
our Saviour to the leading Men miong the 
Jews {h\ Wo urHo youj Scribes and Pha-- 
rifeesj ye have . omitted the weightier Matters 
of the Law^ Judgement ^ Meriy^ and Faiths 
i. e. Faithfulnefs in Contracts and Promifes, 
and in civil Intercourfes between Man and 
Man. — In other Places, Faith fignifies the 
external Profeffion of the Chriftian Reli- 
gion j as when St. Paul exhorts the Corin- 
thians (i) to Jiand faft in the Paith^ or to 
perfever^ in an open Adherence to that 
Gofpel, which they had embraced. — k like- 
wife figmEes> in thofe Paffages particularly 
where Chriil bids the ApcrfUes have Faith 
in God {k)y and St. Peter tells the Jews, 

the 

(g) Rom. ill. 3. [h] St. Matth. xxiii. 23. 

(ij I Cor. x\'L 13. {J^} St. Mark xi. 
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the Namt /?/ Jcfos, tbyough F^tb.in his Name^ Sznu. 

hath tnadt tbis^ i. e. the isi^pol^ent Man m. 

ftrong (/)• In thefc, I fay, and fuch like 

Texts^ Faidi nieans tjiat clear Oanviftion of 

Mind enjoyed by many of. the firft £!ropa^ 

gators of .Chi^ianity, and founded on Jm- 

immediate Revelation, that the Ahnighty 

woiild erafcic them f o wark the nccelT^ 
JMfrades fOT prciving the Tmtji of ti^ 

ppftrine, which they were jpr^ained to 
preach. — And foqietimes .we are to under- 
ftand by it, that Truft and Rqlianc;e on the 
Power of Jefus Chrift and his ApolUcs qt- 
prefled by the ferfons, on whom tho^ Mi- 
racles were performed, to which muft he 
referred the high Encomium of our Saviour 
on the modcft Centurion (m)^ I have not 
found fo great Faith^ no not in Ifrael. — 
It implies further the Subjeft-m^tjsr of Qyr 
Faith, or the Gofpel itfelf ; as when St. Jude 
direfts the Difciples, to whom he wrote, 
to contend eameftty for the Faith which was 
once ^deliv^ed to the Saints (»), /. ^. tp 1^ 
zealous in the Defence of thofc Dodrines 
neceffary to Salvation, which were revealed 
by Chrifl:, and preached by liis Apoftles : 
And fo when St. Paul requires fuch, as 

G 3 had 

(I) Aasiii. 16. («) St. Matth. viii. x. 

(nj St. Jude, V. 5. 
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Serm. had the Gift of Prophefy, to profbefy aC- 
HI. carding to the Proportion of Faith (o). For 
to interpret this of the Truft or Office, 
and not of the Rule, by which it was to 
be executed, is a new and forced CpnUruc- 
tion.--^Wc muft add, that Faith moreover 
fignifies a firm Perfuafion of the Certainty 
of Rewards to come ; on Account whereof 
the pious Men of old, both before and un- 
der the Law, are juftly celebrated by St. 
Paul (p). But though this has been repre- 
fented to be the principal and moft important 
Senfe of the Word, yet furely the juftifying 
Faith of a Chriftian is of a much more ex- 
|enfive Nature.— Sometimes, again, it means 
fuch Evidence as is fufficient to beget Faith 
and Belief ia us ; and in this Senfe we are 
faid to walk by Faith^ and not by Sight (q\ 
to have^ not ocular Demonftration in our 
religious AfiFairSj but God's Divine Tefti- 
mony, which yields the full Affiirance of 
Faith.— Sometimes it is put for the Refolu- 
tion of Confcience concerning the lawfiilncfs 
of any Adion, as, Whatfoever is not of Faith 
is Sin{r). Whatfoever is not done with a full 
Conviction of its being commanded, or at leaft 
allowed by the Laws of God, to him, who 

ventures 

fo) Rcbl. xii. 6. (p) Heb. xi. 

CfJ z Cor. V. 7i (r) Rom. xiv. 23^ 
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ventures on fuch a doubtful Matter, it is SiRKt 
Sin. — And, Laftly, over and above 'all thc^ JII- 
afore-mentioned Significations, which Fath 
often bears in the Holy Scriptures, it means 
moft ftriftly and properly that joint Aft 
of the Mind and Will, by which, through 
God*s Afliftance, and oh his indilputablc 
Authority, a found and fixed Aflent, not 
refting in mere Opinion only, but carrying 
its Energy into the Life and Prafticc, b 
given to the great Truths of the Gofpel of 
Jefus Chrift^ 

This is undoubtedly the right Import of 
Faith in the Words before us; and the 
fame Notion too muft we entertain of it 
in every other Part of the New Teftament, 
where it fiends in Oppofition to the Works 
of the Law : The Realbn is plain ; bccaufe, 
if under the latter are couched all the legal 
Obfervances incumbent on a Jew, die for- 
mer will by juft Confequence imply the 
whole Duty of a Chriftian. 

And here, as wc have the weigjitieft^ and 
moft confidcrable Meaning of the Term, we 
are enquiring into, fo have we Ukewife the 
literal and true Signification of it. Wher^s. 
the reft are figurative and imprpper ; How- 

G 4 evti 
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Serm. ever fomc iniy have incautioufly fubfti* 
III. tufed the one for the .other, — h^^ve been 
fo far milled by Error or Prejudice, as to 
take the loweft Senfe for the primary, the 
Metaphorical for the Real. 

This is flyled in the Text, the Fdtb of 
Jefus Cbrift after the fame Manner, as the 
initiating Sacrament of the Gofpel is called 
the Baptifm of Chrifty — *tis in the Senfe of 
being inftituted and appointed by him, but 
not of terminating folely in him. For were 
we to view it in its Objefts, we fhould find 
them to be all Matters certainly revealed, 
the Do^nes, Precepts, Promifes and Threat- 
enings, difcovered to us by Ahhighty God 
in his written Word; Which therefore we 
are indifputably bound to fearch and ihidy 
with our beft Judgment, our fincercft Ap- 
plication, and every Help, we can call in 
tor our Inftru£tion, that our Faith may riot 
be grounded on hiiman Invendon, but on 
divine Infpiration. 

Nothing fhoutd tte thought trivial, which 
5t has pleafed infinite WSdom to make 
known to us, infinite Power to confirm, and 
infinite Goodnefs to fecure, in Iplte of the 
Malice of wicked Spirits and 'v^ed Men 

combined 
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zealouQy m^Uitamed inrjehofe nmghtierNfoe- 
tfets > 'w^wch tAtcr fo .fer intb the ££kncc, 
^d <:om{)ore the Sidoftaode :of the Chriftiafi 
ileUgk>o, itet to rc^ed^ ot t6 /be diffideit 
df them, is €0 titefee meilifeft iShipwreck of 
the Faith. 

To 4cice<id ta Particulars, and ^^t *a 
Detail of ail Posits requifite ^o be4;}eUev6d, 
is not {>foperly witlun the >Sco|>e of . ray 
prefent Defign, having prG{>oied to coaiider 
our Faith, not fo much with Refped to the 
Matter of it, «s the M^ilfter 4to^ w ought 
to be exsefiKTifed •, jft^ither is ah Eiwtner^tioniflf 
Cht^an Doftrirics any *w^y ^fteceflary here : 
When the incited ^Bodcs, whteh <»ilt3*i 
the Wh6le of o\h- Obllgatibh in this'C^ 
are ih eWiy c^of ourHi^ids, ahd ite^miy 
ffl of us 4cn6w ^e Minft «f tfe 'fjdtd^m 
dhe ik2& 'to the ^gift^dR: ; ^d, 'Rtkx li§t 
6ttly *e JLettcr,%ut H&y^e Spirit tofRe- 
vdaridh is to ^be the^Hi^trfetir <Sf oetr M"- 
fcnt, not ohfy *t!ic %ri(e, '*Ut thfe *ffeattJfl^ 
of Scripture Uo %e steehdki ^o, "^#hen -dbr 
^jmHh im gf^^ -06 4ts ^atJriie«^c SeMfe 

thereof 
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>stiM. thereof in its Liturgy and Articles, as well 
m. ^ private Divines their Expofitions either in 
larger Theological Syftems, or leflcr Cate- 
chetical Trafts : To all wWch, it becomes 
every one, as far as he is able, to have re- 
courie for Information, not however as his 
Rule, or the infallible Interpretation of it, 
but as ufeful Helps to direft- his Judgment 
in fixing, within lUm a right Belief of God's 
holy Word ; it beiqg an eftabliihed Maxim, 
with us, that wbatfoever is not read therein 
nor may be proved thereby^ is not to be re- 
quired of any Man^ .that itjhould be believed 
as ' an Article of the Faith^ or be thought ne- 
cejfary to Sahatfon (s). , 

With this Caution, if we proceed to 
take a View of Faith in its Nature, we 
Ihall eafily difcem on what a folid Footing we 
may reft it -, while we pay a modeft, the* 
pot an implicit Deference to the Decifions 
of our Superiors, and wifely eniploy the 
Labours of others for our Advancement in 
the Tryth •, yet at the fame Time religi- 
oufly lay our Foundation on 4he ApofiUs and. 
Prophets^ Jefus Chriji him/elf being the chief 
Corner -fi^n^ (t) and build on - the RocK of 
Ages, formii^ aU our Materifds by the Mo- 
del whiph A\ ^fcti ,us^ — |hi«;- Wpi:d, .whiclj 
... ' was 

(s) Artie, vi. (/) 5p^^- i** 20. 
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was at firft: fpoktn^ ' md , afterwards written Serw* 
under the immediate Ii^ueilce of the Holy III. 
Ghoft, was confirmed by hist)ivine Power, 
and has been preferved by his gratious Cai^e : 
the fublime Difcovtries whereoF, fo excellent 
in themfelves, and fo iuUy calculated to 
promote the Glory, of God and the Hap- 
pinefs of Man, we muft maintain and 
cftcem for the moft valuable Tretfures, in 
Proportion as deluded Mifbelievers wreft and 
pervert them, -or as profane Infidels flight 
and ridicule them/ . * .. 

That our Faith may be true and genu- 
ine, and fuch as in God*s Sight ^ (hall never 
be reproved, the Aflent, we give even to the 
Revelations of his Will, fhould be clear and 
fettled, not confufed and wavering. A blind 
Faith is no better than a dead ohe, nor is 
the moft zealous Profeffipn any way com- 
mendable, where it is groundlefs and void 
of the . proper Support of Evidence. The 
Belief of any Point as coming from God, 
which flows not from due eonvi6Uon upon 
our Minds of its being a Gofpel-Tnith, 
fink^ into rafh CreduHty : Neither docs ouJr 
Lord himfelf totomand us to believe him 
inconfidefately arid implicitly ; but he pro- 
thices the ilxong convincing Arguments of 

Miracle^ 
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Seam. Miracles and Fropl^cy to prove liis ReU- 
m. .gicn and of Qws^ cvtty Dodiiine of it to 
from Crod : The IFMu^ iays he, ntkicb 
the FiUbir bath given me f^finijh^ ibe fime 
U^drks that I ^, bear Witnefs ^fm^ thai the 
Father hath feni me (u). And St. Peter f cqnias 
the Difciples to be ready ahuys to givetmAfh 
fwer to every Man that afietb them a Reafan ^ 
ibe Hope that is in them (x). Whcncycr Notions 
uc taken up by Chance, there is notUag Pratfe- 
vrorthy in their beiag confonant to Scrip- 
ture, and if what is right be not by a pru- 
dent Enquiry diftinguifhed from what is 
whxig, no Benefit can accrue from em- 
4>raoing it, fince FaUehodd wqqld hav«!?een 
4IS readily received as Truth, had it been 
6fft propofed to fuch unthinking Believers. 

We muft however a£b in this mo- 
mentous Affair with due Humility and Re- 
fervej and whilft we endeavour in fome 
Meafure to fearch into the deep Things of 
Gody we fhould take good Heed thoroi^ghly 
to look into ourfelves, — be apprized of the 
Extent of our Capacity and the Limits of 
bur Undcrftanding ; left, if we attempt to 
ibar too high, we grow giddy and fall 
headlong into Unbelief, or, . if we venture 

to 

-fu) Sti john V. 36. (.r) I Ep. St. Pet. iii. 15. 
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to rings «eo vnhle, we lofe our Way and Sbrm. 
r\ih t&ntf Mo thfc Labjrrinths of Efaor. III. 



Gbt>V Thoughts, not tbofc excepted, 
^hieh he has in Part communicated to Man, 
ire ftill as mudi aSjeve our adequate Con- 
€e|)tt(>li> as his Ways arc above our influ- 
encing Dircfiion. There arc in the Chrif- 
tian Difpenfation, and muft be in every 
ene, whidi is truly Divine, — which has the 
Deity for its chief Objedt as well as its fole 
Author ; many Doftrines myfterious and in- 
comprehenfible by the human Mind how 
much foever enlarged. What is finite can 
never take in, and contain what is infinite ; 
and to believe God no further, than we 
are able to foim a pcrfeft Idea of every 
thing he advances, is to turn Faith into 
Vifion, to confide not in him but ourfelves, 
and to demand natural Knowledge inftead of 
moral Certainty. We have a very folid 
Fovjndation for- admitting any Article of fure 
.Revelation, if we fee clearly its being aiTerted 
in the facred Records, though it be not fully 
explained there, nor by any human Means 
exphcabie to us. For it is not the Nature 
of fuch fublime Things, but God's Report 
concerning them, that we are to inform 
ctefelvcs of J and being explicitly convinced 

of 
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S£RM. of this, we muft acquiefcc without requi- 
HL ring any intimate Perception of the othen 
Now we mull be content to fee through a 
Glafs darkly (y)^ — and it is monftrous Ar- 
rogance to rejedl thofe Declarations God has 
condefcended to make, only becaufe he has 
not gratified our Curiofity by dilplaying his 
Eflence and his Condudl more compleatly. 

There is no Propofitlon more evident, 
than that the all-perfe& omnicient Being can 
neither deceive, nor be deceived : His Word 
confequently muft be infallible ; — his Vera- 
city unqueftionable, — his Testimony placed 
on a Level with Demonftration ; and hence 
it follows, that our Belief of the moft ele- 
vatedDoftrines of the Gofpel, they being firft 
underftood, as they well may, to be of an 
heavenly Origin, rifes from Opinion even 
up into Science : Nor need we juftly fear 
the Imputation of credulous Bigottry for af- 
fenting to the Truths of revealed, any more 
than to thofe of natural Religion, as many of 
both ?ire alike unaccountable by us. What 
ftronger Proof can we demand of any Mat- 
ter, than that God has pronounced it true ? 
And may we not, for Inftance, as foon dif- 
putc God's exifting at all, as his fubfifting 

in 

(y) I Cor. xiii. X2. 
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in three Peribns ? If we are afflired of that Serm. 
by the Dictates of our own Minds, fo are ^^ 
we no lefs of this by the Diftates of his 
Holy Spirit. 

This then is the Trial of our Faith, to 
embrace all Divine Communications on the 
Credit of their Author, — to curb the Vanity 
of our unenlightened Reafon {o^ as it may fub- 
mit to this higher Principle, — not fit as 
Judge, where it ought to appear only as 
Evidence, not dare to require of the Al- 
mighty a full Acaaint of his Matters (z)j — 
not prefume to think and fay, as fome af- 
fe<5t to do, who will not truft in the 
Lord, but lean on their own Underftanding, 
that Religion and Myftery are incompa- 
tible, and where the one begins, the other 
ends. 

Were there nothing in the Gofpel more 
than what is eafily fathomable by our 
Ihort Line ; — nothing beyond a juft Syftem 
of found Morality, it would want one main 
Proof of its Divinity, which it now enjoys. 
For no Revelation can come from God and 
be worthy of him, which is not in nu- 
merous Refpefts enveloped in an . awful 

Obfcurity : -* 

{z) Job xxxiii, 13. 
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Serm. Obfcurity: It is moft rationial^ to iiippofe, 
IIL that many Futs of k Ihouki be above 
Man's Underftandingi The Nattire of the 
^ubjed, and the Weaknefe of owp Faculties 
confpire to make our Ignorance in various 

Points unavoidable, Ignorance, I m<ian, 

with Regard to our Capacity of accounting 
for them by the DeduAions of Reafon, not 
'to our clear Difcemment of tlieir being 
founded on God's Authority-, and Objec- 
tions flowing from fuch Ignorance can' neVer 
juftly be allowed the leaft Weight. It is 
therefore exceedingly befitting us^ inftead 
of giving Way to profane Cavil and Dif- 
pute, pioufly to rejoice in die Light, 
which is afforded us, and adore thofe facred 
Truths, we cannot comprehend. 

Thus far we have confidered, what is 
meant by Faitbj as it is an AfTent of the 
Mind to the Doftrines of revealed Religion -, 
an Enquiry the more neceffary, now it is 
grown the fafhionable Topic of Declama- 
tion to decry whatever carries with it a dark 
and myfterious Afpeft. We have feen it to 
be a very reafonable Subjeftion of our Un- 
derftandings to God's infallible Declarations, 
when conveyed to us through fure Hands* 
This is one conftituent Part of a found 

Belief) . 
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Belief; yet to render it efFedu^ to Jufti- Serm. 
fication there is another no lefs eflential : If HI. 
it refls in Speculation and Amufement, what 
defireable End can it anfwer? Is it not 
common to bad as well as good Men, — 
to thofe in Favour and thofe in Enmity 
with God, — and do not even the Devils 
themfelves believe in this unprofitable Senfe 
of the Expreffion ? 

A JUSTIFYING Faith muft alfo have an 
Eye to the Duties of the Gofpel, and enjoy 
the Concurrence of the Will, moved by its 
Promifcs and Threatenings, in order to be 
enlivened by Praftice ; that, through the 
gracious Prevention and Affiftance of ^thc 
Blefled Spirit, there may be a fettled Dif- 
pofition to perform thofe good Works, 
which God has ordained' for every true Be^ 
liever to difcharge : And whoever lives not 
according to this Rule, has in EfFed re- 
nounced his folemn Engagements and is in 
fome Refpet^ls worfe than an Infidel. For- 
afmuch as this Man's Aftions tally with 
his Notions ; whilft in That the Perform- 
ances ftand in a fhameful Oppofition to his 
Profeflions. 

n If 
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Serm. 
III. If at the firft embracing the Chriftian Re- 
ligion to repent be made by our Saviour a 
necefiary Step to believing ; furely afterward 
it muft be as needful to bring forth Fruits^ 
meet for both Faith and Repentance. None 
of the Divine Gifts are for vain Oftentation, 
but ufeful Improvement; as we believe, 
through the Spirit, fo are we to walk in the 
Spirit, and by his Help lead holy and Up- 
right Lives : Otherwife we receive the Grace 
of God in vain. The Regularity of our 
AiTent to the Do£bines ought to be ac- 
companied with the Sincerity of our Attach- 
ment to the Precepts of the Gofpel, — the 
Purity of our Belief to be fet off with the 
Innocency of our Manners, — nor does Faith 
appear in its proper Majefly, unlefs fup- 
ported with Virtue on one Side, as with 
Knowledge on the other. To be perfuaded 
of this is a Branch of Evangelical Faith, 
and to behave accordingly is an Effect of 
it : And if we are not renewed in the Spirit 
of our Minds, nor diligent to adorn the 
Dodrine of Chrift in all things, our Pi:e- 
tences to Religion arc merely fo, — our Title 
to the Name of God's faithful Servwts is 
jdtc^cther without Foundation,— wc cannot, 

but 



but with great Prefumptioiii hope fo^ die SstM. 
Etid of our Calling, even the Salyatum of 1% 
of our Souls : For without HoUn^s^ we an 
exprefsly told, no Man Jhall fee the Lord (a)* 
Ah acceptable Faith is always aftuated by 
Love/ and in the Streams of a hearty. Obe- 
dience fuitable to its Spring is its Perfection 
feen. Whilft they who in Words believe in 
God, yet in IVorks deny bim^ are abo* 
minabte (b). 

r 

. • .' ' ' 

Would we therefore be ranked among 
thofe true Saints, that keep both the Com* 
mandments of God and the Faith of Jefus (c}^ 
let us not dare to divide what he has ii>« 
feparably joined, — let ui^ riot rely on, the 
ftrideft Morality exclufive of an Orthodox 
Aflent to Revelation, — let u^ not truft to 
the moil zealous Profeflion of Gofpel^trutht 
without a pure Converf^on; As both a^:^ 
neceflarHy included in that Faith^ by which 
we muft be juftified. 

t 

What Jufiiification mans^ I Come in the 
next Place to confider; towards wh^ch. |i 
brief Difquifition Will fufEce : Since Mankifl4 
are of themfelves much tpor^ pfone tf> 

f^; Heb.xii. 14. (i) Tit i. if/ 

ff/Rcv. xiv. 12, 
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Serm. attend to the Blefiings than the Duties of 
'JfDr the Gofpel,™ to God's fartof the new Co- 
venant, than" to their own. 

* 

Justification then is, in Ihort, the free 
A6t of God, ^ not making wicked Men righ- 
teous by his Almighty Power, but reputing 
Sinners as juft by his infinite Mercy, and 
treating them in that View, Hke the Objedts 
of his Love : It is his pardoning oar Of- 
fences and accepting our Perfons out of pure 
Grace and Goodhefs, through the alone Sa- 
•tisfaftion of his dearly beloved Son, in whomi 
'he is fo well pleafed, that he takes Pleafure 
*ih none elfe, but for his Sake. Forgive- 
nefs and Acceptance are the two Parts of 
Juftification j as there is now no Condemna- 
tion to tbenfy which are in Chrift J ejus (d)y 
Kb they ivho ' fometimes were far off^ are 
hnade nigh^ and have an Accefs unto the Fa- 
4her ff>,^ Both thefe, indeed, with fome 
•ftand for the fame Thing ; though, by the 
more difcerning they ^e judged to be dif- 
tin6t, and the one to contain the other, as 
thfe greater the lefs. For accepting the Per- 
son of the Sinner, certainly implies more 
ihan pardoning his Sin : Every Enemy, who 
te fcM^isn^ being not of Courfe, nor pre- 
^' fently 

(d) Rom.viii. i. • (e) Ephef, ii. 13, 1 8. 
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fently accepted and admHted-to Favour, as Serm.. 
a Friend. . ■ IIJ. 



1 



This high Privilege 6F being^ pardoned 
and reconciled to God by the Death of his 
Son, is in the Text attributed to the Fdifb 
of Jefus Chrift. But KoaaF oiif Apoftle is herc 
to be undeiilood„ the Mifconception of others 
admoniflies us more particularly to enquiry. 

I 

The Chriftian Faitli then juftlfies iis, not 
by Means of its Efficiency. For this 'is ap- 
propriated to God alone ; Juftification is 
his peculiar Work :' And as he has been 
pleafed to , reveal fb much of his infinite 
Nature, as, to call for our firm Belief, that 
it fubfifts in Three Perfons, fo has he alio 
taught us. in his Word, that each Divine 
Perfon is concerned in this bleflied Effeft, as 
the proper Caufe and Author of it. 

That God the Father is the efficient 
Caufe of Man's Juftification, is a Point 
hardly queftioned ; or if it were, might he 
un^werably proved by the clear Teftimony 
of holy Scripture : But not to be tedious, 
\ Ihall inftance out of many Places, only 
in one (f)^ It is God that jujiifieth ; and 

H 3 tjiat 

(f) Rom.viii. 33. 
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Serm. t|wt die Fatjicr is meant here, is evidcpt from 
illf his being diftinguiihed, in what follows, from 
die Son, fFh U h( tbat condmn^th f // is 
qfnjt tht dit4 (g). 

God the Son however is alfo reprefented both 

in the Old an4 the New Teikaipent to be the 

efficient Caufe pr A\3*hor pf oyr Juftifica» 

tion, and mop: properly, feeing he laid down 

hb Life to purchaie it, kf made an £nd of 

^iUj 0nd kroHgkf in evtrlajiin^ ^igbteouf- 

V^fi (^)p ^ Rjcfpeft whereof it was foretold 

of him, that he Ihpuld jujiijie tnan^ (i). To 

which Prophecy ^e GofpeURecofds do di- 

redly allude^ when they fet forth that th 

i^otf cf Man (am( tp give bis Jjife a Ran- 

fom for matijf (k). And yet more foUy tp 

the Point does St. Paul dejiver himfelf to 

the Jews at JntiQcbj that throub tbis Man 
(i. e. Chrift Jefus) is preacbed iinto you ibe 

forgivenefs of Sins^ and hy bim^ all tb^t U^ 

lieve (tre jujtifed, (I). 

To the Holy Ghoft likewife is dm Work 
^fcribed, and we ought to exclude the 
Third Perfon pf the adorcable Trinity from 
the Glory of it, no moifc than the Second. 
The fame that fan^Sifid, juftifi^ top aCr 

cording 

' fg) Roro. viii. 34. (h) Dan. ix. 24. 
ft) Kai. liii. 11. fjtj 5t. Matth. xx. 28. 
(IJ A^jpii.^S, 35. ' ^ ,-• ^' 
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cording to St. Paul (m)^ and how can it Serm. 
be odkrwifc? When thefe Divine Adb, JI^ 
tiu>ugh they (buid divided in our Minds for 
the better apprehending them, are ftill ih 
F^ fo intimately united, that the ene never 
takes Place without the other- By him we 
are tranflated from our natural State oF Eh-' 
mity and Condemnation to a itgtnelatQ 
State of Pardon and Grace: This is thfc 
loweft Senfe of our Saviour-s Wprds to Ni- 
coiemUs (n), jEx^ept a Man be hm — cffBf 
Spirit^ bf cannot enter inf^ th Kingdom ef 
God^ by whom ^e are fealed unto the Day 
of Redemption (o) and may depend on an 

honourable Acquittal at the laft Judgment^ 
unlefs ye imprudently defaced the fair Im-^ 
preflion, 

Thtts the whole Godhead appears to be 
the principal efficient Caufe of our Juftification, 
confequently it may not in this Rcfpe^ be 
attributed to Faith, 

Neither, is a M^njuftified thereby on the 
SciOre of its Meritorioufnef^. Faith has nq 
more Merit in it, than Works, and it is 
the utmoft V^pity to thix>k it the Price of 

H 4 ^\^ 

(m) t Cor. vi. 1 1, («) St. John iii, 5, 
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Serm. his Juftificauon. For this is conftantly in- 
ni. culcated on tis in holy Writ to be the AU- 
fufficient Sacrifice of Chrift's Death. Fallen 
Man had not, nor could have the kaft De- 
fert , in himielf, whereon to ground a Claim 
of Reconciliation with liis offended Maker, 
and he mud have Uun under the Guilt and 
the Puniihincnt of his Sin for ever, had not 
the eternal Sgn of God appeared in our 
Flefh, th4t he might be once offered to bear 
the Sins of many (p). So that we have Peace 
vjttb God only through our Lord Jefus Chrifi^ 
hy whom we have received the Atonement (q). 

Nor, moreover is Juftification transferred 
to us through Faith, as the Inftrument of 
its Communication. For fuch are the two 
Chriftian Sacraments inflituted by our blef- 
fed Lord ; wherein God condefcends to 
ftrike at firft and to ratify afterward a League 
of Amity with his Cnful Creatures. And 
theie folemn Ordinances of*Baptifm and 
the Eucharift, confidered as foederal Rites 
and on God's Part, fall under the Notior 
of Deeds, the former of Conveyance, tlv. 
latter of Renewal ; though, as they are In-^ 
ftances of Gofpel Obedience on our Side, 
they may be fairly ranked among theTermr 
of the new Covenant. 

But 

^ ' ^"^-S fx. 2$. {q). Rom. V. I, II. 
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Serm. 
But Faith, taken . in its moft extenfive lU. 
View of being the whole complex Duty and 
Homage of a Chriftian, contains them all, 
and is the Caufe of our being juftified, 
in the Way of a Qualification : This capa- 
citaties, whilft the other invefts, not indeed 
abfolutely or irrevocably, but conditionally; 
and however firmly the gracious Compa& 
is at firft executed and then confirmed, 
yet it fubfifts in full Force and Vigour no 
longer, than we are diligent to maintain a 
found, lively, and practical Faith. 

Here, and no where elfe, are we to 
look for the indifpenfable Condition, fitly 
difpofing us for Pardon and Acceptance with 
God, not peremptorily enfuring thefc Blef- 
fings to us, as our own proper Right. 
When we have fully come up to the Terms 
of our Covenant, as we well may by the 
Divine Afliftance, our Juftification is not- 
withftanding a Gift, and not a Debt: — 
We cannot, after all we have done, ftriftly 
demand it : — We are juftified freely by Goffs 
Grace (r). Becaufe we are Sinners fKU, at 
thq fame Time that we are penitent Be- 
lievers, and can by no Means claim the 

Favour 

(rj Rom. ill. 24. 
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Serm. Favour of the Almighty for the Sake of 
in. our own imperfe^tr^^uieoufeels ; but muft 
aicribe it altpgedier to the Redemption of 
JcfusCfaiift. 

» 

What moved the infinite. Being to con- 
trive this a^nuzing Work of Man's Jufti- 
.fication» was c^ginly nothing elfe than his 
t>vcrflowing Mercy and Compaflion. It was 
jthe boimdleis lx>ve of the Fath^ to Man- 
kind» wMch induced him t^ fend his only 
jbegptcen Son ; and the Love of the Son, 
which prevailed on him to ccnne into the 
World for fo glorious an End and Pur. 
|)oiei which was mdft compkatly anfwercd. 
}fjff fa^ Obedience and his Sufferings. 

By that our Redeemer has fufHdently 
purchafed for us a Difcharge from the Guik 
of Sin» and a Deliverance from the Con- 
demnadon of it: Our moft vigorous Per- 
formances are found to be fliamefuUy de- 
fective, when examined by the Law of 
Works; and our inherent Righteoufnefs 
would never juftify us, were we to be 
judged according to that Law : But Chrift 
Jefus having in his own Perfon, as pur Re- 
ptefentative, fulfilled it, we ar^ fupported 
againft its cpndemning Power by the Effi- 
cacy of his confummate Obedience. 

Anp 
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j^ND Py his. 3p)fwpgf a cofflpj^t A|pi^- 

menf befpg ipade for our OfiSences, we re- 
ceive jtRe P^rdpn of t^ni, — a^e aqomtad of 
God, aijcl a(lip|tted tp all the Frivjl^gj^ oif 
the New ^eftamcnt in ^s BJoofJ; upoa 
puf compl;ppg yrith fhe Cfltfid^ppn ftipu- 
lated in lU and on :y^hich h^ ^dafied fof 
us. 

Now this Condition is Faith <Miiy, if we 

take it in its mc^ eni^rg^ ^^nft^ ^ it 
implies under the full Nc^on of it Evan* 
geUcal Ri^teoi^^ or Chr^ian O^^ 

rcfts, S w^ confider it» ffs no other than 
a hzTC A£6cn% of MM ta pc Truthsof tl^t 
Gofpel/ it is no): thQ ible Condition of 
jiiftification, a virtiiom R^ul^ity pf Life 
being alfo thcieunto of N?cefl^ recpihxd, 
whenever Time and Capacity: are vou<ailafe<i 
for performing it 



■ And this, I conceive, will plainly appear 
from obferying, what tbofe f^brks are^ which 
are contrary to a jujiifying Faitby as well as 
^hat are included in^ and are perfeHive of 
it. 

. OyR Apoftle argues in the Text on the 
Swi^ofitiop, th^ a. Mm. is not jufiifiedj^ 

the 



\i 
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Serm. the Works of the Law y and concludes, that 
lU, hj the Worh of the Law Jkall no Fkfh be 

""^^^^^^ juftified : Where by Law it h evident, St. 
Foul primarily nieans the pofitive Dilpen- 
fation of Mofes ; and his Drift is to prove, 
that there fliall not any one living be re- 
puted juft before God and entitled to a 
future Reward, as fuch, by Circumcifion, 
Sacrifices, and the like legal Ceremonies. 

The , Jews , were in general furprizingly 
zealous ' for the Law of their Fathers, en- 
dcavouring to impofe the Yoke of ritual 
pbferyances upon the., believing Gentiles \. 
and _ag^mft thofe.it .was chiefly, that the 
Apoftle difputedj^apd took fuch Pains to 
fettle it /for a firft Principle, that we are 
juftified by Faithy and not by fForks. Here 
we have the main Ground of the Oppofition 
we meet with in his Epiflles between 
Shadow and Subftance, Letter and Spirit, 
Type and Reality ; and fee- into the Pur- 
port of his Arguments againfl fuch, a^ ifarove 
to magnify the former, which he would dcr 
preciate, and to undermine the latter, which 
he would eftabliih. 

Not but there are other Works, be^ 
fides thofe enjoined by the Jewifh Law, 

which 
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wluch are or may be oppofed to 'Faith> as Serm. 
Thi3 is the inftituted Condition of our being III. 
juftified. And among thefe we muft reckon 
even all moral AAions, imagined by the 
Perforniers . to - be of ah entirely iinlels Na- 
ture, and fo perfeft in every Refpedt, that 
they build their Juftification upon them to 
.the Prejudice of the Faith and Religion of 
Jefus. But Perfons much more virtuous, I 
apprehend, than any of this Clafs, have ne- 
ver prefumed to think a fauldels Converfa- 
tion to be in the. Power of any mere Man, 
under the prefent depraved State of Huma- 
nity. Which therefore, as it cannot be pre- 
tended to without the mod arrogant Boaft- 
ing, is not expcfted from frail Creatures by 
an all-merciful God. 

It follows likewife, that all manner of 
religious Services, how much foever ex- 
di&cd by believing, if they ife relied upon 
as amply compenfating for Juftification, 
ought to be efteemed inconfiftent with that 
Faith here recommended by St. Paul •, the 
only valuable Confideration advanced being 
the infinite Merits of our Saviour .Chrift. 

Yet it would be a very falfe Conclufion 
from hence to- (hut out all good Works 

from 
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S£RM. from having in any View the Itaft Concern 
III. in this Matter t)f Jultificadon. Thofe mo- 
ral Duties which we owe to God, our 
Neighbours, and ourfelves, and thfc Gofpel 
clearly enforces (let others look with never 
fo unfavourable an Eye on them alfo as 
contrary to a juftifying Faith) are doubtlefs 
its natural and fure Efiefts, and fhould be 
fo regarded by us. They as necefTarily flow 
from it, as the Rays of Light from the 
Sun ; — are its very Subftance diflulbd abroad, 
and made to fhine before M^n : And when-- 
ever our F^di is barren of thefe Fruits, if 
kindly Seafons be granted for their Produc- 
tion, it is not That, which jultifies. Here 
let us take our Stand, and not be driten from 
it by any Objeftions darted on Account of 
the primitive Martyrs, who were many of 
them put to Death immediately after their be« 
ing baptized, yet were certainly received to 
very high Degrees of Favour, — ^were at once 
juftified and' glorified, without behaving fuit^ 
ably to their holy ProfeflTion. But thoie Cham- 
pions were not fo ina£tive in the^ Oiufe of 
Chrift, as is infinuated ; they did ' all, that 
could be done in their Qrcumftances. 
They cleared their Groimd by Repentance 
from dead Works,~they laid their Founda- 
tion by witnefling a good Canf5rfBon,~* 

they 
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they begun the Superfttu£fcure by the Sti* Serm. 
puUtion of a gpod Confcience,. and if they HI- 
did not go on to finiih it by the Obedience ^ 
of Faith in their future Pradtice, they per- 
formed what was more than equal, by fa- 
crificing their Lives in Teftimony of the 
Truth, Befides, theirs, we ihould remem-^ 
ber, isan extraordinary Cafe, and not raflily 
to be drawn into a Precedent by othcrs,. 
who enjoy fufficient Opportunities to have 
Faith both in its Root and Branches. 

And to keep us ftedfaft in this Perfua- 

fion, we want not very cogi^nt Reafons, 

Proofs as convincing as thofe, on which we 
embrace Chriftianity itfclf ; there being no- 
things more plainly revealed, than that a 
juftifying Faith includes, and ought to be 
accompanied with, a copious Meafure of 
moral Virtue ; otherwife it will not, gene- 
rally fpcaking, conduft Men finally to Sal- 
vation. It is, wh« we may fairly coUeft 
from thefe . Words of our Lord himfclf 5 
Not every cnt that faith unto me^ Urd^ 
Lordy Jhall enter into the Kingdom of Heavm ; 
but be, that doth the mil of my Fdiher^ 
which is in Ueaven (s). And then he pi^fendy 
adds. Many mil fay to me in that Day^ 

(viz. 

(s) St. Matth. vij. tu 
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Serm. {viz. in the great Day of Retribution) Lord^ 
^^- Lord^ have we not propbefied in thy Name^ 
and in thy Name have caft out Devils^ and 
in thy Name done many wonderful Works ? 
And then I will profefs unto tbem^ I never 
knew you : Depart from me ye^ that work 
Iniquity (t). From which laft PafTage it is 
as eafy to remark, as it is important, that 
no Faith in Jefus Chrift, not even a miraculous 
one, will fuffice to juftifyany, without great 
Uprightnefs of living, and that what will 
qualify a Man for fome fpecial Employ- 
ment -under God, will not qualify him, 
without fomething elfe, for Acceptance with 
him. It will not be enough to have pro- 
pheficd or caft out Devils in Chrift's Name, 
if our moral Charafter be not (uch as be- 
Cometh his GofpeL 

And many other Sayings are there of our 
Saviour's importing the Neceflity of Obe- 
dience to perfcft our Faith in order to 
Jviftification. As, ffly call ye me Lord, 
Zsordy and do not the Things which I fay ? 
(u). To call Chrift Jefus Lordy is to ac- 
knowledge, him for our Divine Mafler, to 
believe in him, and to expert Reconciliation 
by him: But this, he gives us to under- 

ftand 

OJ St. Mauh. yn. 22, 23. {uj St. Luke vi. 46. 
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ftand, wc may look for in vain, if we Serm. 
obey not his Commandments And to con- HI* 
found all fuch ill-grounded Hopes, he a 
little after declares, JVbofoever conuth to me^ 
and heareth wy Sayings^ and doth them not^ 
is like a Man^ that without a Foundation 
built his Houfe upon the Sandy againji which 
the Stream did beat vehemently^ and imme- 
diately it felly and the Ruine of it v^as 
great (x). 

Nor do any of the Apoftles, not even ^t,. 
Paul himfelf, differ from their Lprd and 
Mailer in this fundamental Point As for 
St. Peter^ he ejchorts us (y) to adorn our 
Lives with the whole Circle of Chriftian 
Graces and Virtues, concluding, that if ye 
do thefe "Things y ye fhall never fall : But he, 
that lacketh thefe Things^ is blindy and hath 
forgotten^ that he was purged from his old 
Sins. 

St. John alfo bids us be upon our Guard 
againft thofe corrupt Teachers, who mag- 
nify Faith to the Exclufion of Holinefs: 
Let no Man deceive youy fays he 3 He^ that 
doth Righteoufnefsy is righteous^ even as he 

righteous (z). 

I And 

(xj St. Luke vi. 49. (jj z St. Pet. i. 5» 9> *®a 
(zj I St. John iii. 7. 
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Ht Ai*i!> St James \t is well kiioWn, jgives 
hot the^ leift Countenance to the Eitbt 
'ti thefe Men. For, as he rightly ztgatSy 
What doth it profit^ my ^rethren^ fh^gh'a 
J^n fay he hath Faiih^ and halve tiot 
Works ? Can Faith fave bim ? if a Brother 
or Sifter be naked^ and deft itute of daily Food. 
Afid one of you fay unto thein^ Depart in 
Peace^ be you warmed and filled : Notwith- 
ftanding ye give them not thofe ^hings^ which 
are neeiful for the Body^ what doth it fro- 
fit ? Even fo Faithy if it bath not Works, is 
deadj being alone (a). This his Doftrihe he 
jgoes on to illuftrate by the lExamplcs of 
'Abraham and Rkhab {b). And it is re- 
markable^ that iSt- i^aul urges the Patriarch, 
as an Ihftance to prove Juftification by Faith 
alone without Works: Abraham, fays he, 
believed God^ and it was accounted to him 
for Right eoufnefs {c). 



' _• ' 



Now as thefe i^Lpoftles of pur Lord are 
allowed by every Dne, >^o is convinced or 
. the Divine 'Authority of the Scriptures, to 
have both written their Epifties by the 
Guidance arid Infpiration of the HolfGhoft, 
all fuch muft acknowledge, that though there 

be 

(a) St. Jame^ii. 14, ^5, 16, r?. {h) V. 21,25, 
(c) GaL ill. 6. 
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be a fecming, there ?anl)e po real.Reppg- Snti^i, 
nancy between them. Dive):s Method) have Hn. 
been purfued, to reconcile fhelapjwwtJDif- 
agreement of the two. iVpoftks : Thefcare 

pot unknown to the learned, and need not 
» 

be known to the unleanijed Chriftian. I 
Ihall therefore pafs oy^r in Slence every So- 
lution, but what the Courfe pf wy* Aijgu- 
ment leads me to adopt, and :whjch' fetms 
the mpft probable, - ^jz. .That St. Paul 
writing to the Jews ^d Ju(iM?ii% Quaftians^ 
infifted on Juftification by Faith alone in 
Pppofition to the . l^gal: Rites *, and that St* 
James writing ^to fjuch as had ,|adly ^r- 
verted the Words of his Brother iP^fc/ *t6^ the 
Encouragement of Debauc;hery, declared diey 
muft not e^edt to be juftified by an^ejx^ty 
JBelief, but by fuch a one, as maaS^ed 
its vital Force in the; Prodyce <)f Pifety, 
Charity, and Purity : And . bciiag So * un- 
dcrftood, as tiiey.well tnay; there is na 
pontradi£bion in Se|)tin>ent bet^den ti&tm^ 
both vfp^aking. and defigiling the &me Things 
tlwju^ addreffmg t^^^ to diflfiMent^Per- 

fons and on different Occ^ons, they vcptdk 
their Reafonings in diflferentTerms- 

. Th e Works which St. Paul excludes fiom 
jwxy Concern in this weighty Affair, are di- 

I 2 «^y, 
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Serm. re£Uy the Works of the Jewifh Law and 
in. ceremonial Ordinances, confequentially the 
Works of abfolute Perfeftion and of ftridt 
Merit ; none of which St. James requires : 
And the Gofpel-Services, which the latter 
enjoins, as neceflary, the former does by no 
means reprefent, as injurious or ufelefs. It 
is doing the great Apoftle of the Gentiles 
foul Injuftice to fuppofe this, he having 
guarded moft ftrongly againft the Reflec- 
tion in feveral of his Epiftles. 

He delivers his Thoughts oh this fun- 
damental Article to the Galatians thus : In 
Cbrifi Jefus neither Circumcijion availeth any 
things nor Uncircumcifion^ hut a New Crea- 
ture (d). And to the Corinthians^ Circum- 
cifiw is nothings and Uncircumcijion is nothing ; 
tut the keeping the Commandments of God (e). 
And again, he teaches the Romans the Ne- 
ceflity, and exhorts them to the confcien- 
tious Obfervance, of all Vutues, in the fol- 
lowing weighty PalTage, Let not Sin reign 
in your mortal Bodies^ that ye Jhquld obey it 
In the Lufis thereof ^j neither yield ye your 
Members^ as Inftruments of Unrighteoufnefs 
unto Sin : But yield yourfehs unto God^ as 
'ihofe that are alive from the dead^ and 

your 

(d) Callat- vi. 15. {f) I Cor. vii. 19. 
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your Members as Inftruments af BJghteoufitefs Szvlw. 
unto God (f). m. 

And what may be further lookM upon 
to be an unanfwerable Argument in St» 
PauPs Favour, is. That Abraham^ in whom 
he inftanced in his Epiftle to the GalatianSj 
as a Perfon juftified by Faith, is in his E- 
piftle to the Hebrews propofed for an Ex- 
ample of Obedience. By Fait by lays the 
Apoftle, Abraham J when he was called to go 
out into a Place^ which he Jhould afterwards 
receive for an Inheritance^ obeyed \ and he 
went outy not knowing whiljper he went {g ). 

So that upon the whole, we have very 
fmall Room to thiilk, that St. Paul defigned 
to extoll an Aflent to the Doftrines of Re- 
velation at the Expence of its Duties ; any 
more than St James aimed at crying up 
Moral Virtue to the Prejudice of an Ortho- 
dox Confeffion. Our Apoftle is fo far from 
it, that he makes little Account of Faith 
itfelf feparate from good Works : For, fays 
he to xkt Corinthians (£>), Though Ihav€ all 
Faith J fo that I could remove . Mountains^ 
and have no Chfirity^ I am nothing. And,, 

I 3 indeed^ 

(7 Rom. vi. It, 13. Cg) Heb.xi. 8a 

(J!fJ I Cor. xiii. 2« 
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S^RM. indeed, altogether worthkfs is aji hiftoricar 
^* and fpcculadve,— a dead and uria6tive Be- 

^^'^'V^^ lief of r^vpal^ Re;Jigion,— a Profeffion which 
is pot . ornamented with a confonaht Prac^ 
tice, or which implies not an habitual Dif- 
pbfition to cxercifc every Kind and Degree 
of tru<; G()odriefs,' whenever it is thrown in 
our Way. 

And now, if the Cafe be, as has be^ 
before reprefentcd, how wretched i$ the State?- 
of many, who ftUc themfelves the DifdpklB^ 
oT Chrift, — who are forward to own the 
Truths of the Gofpel, but as prone to deny 

the Power of it in their Lives, ^who are 

Ghriftiaps in Name and Heathens in Man- 
ners? TTieir confident Aflurance, they know 
not why, that they are at prefent, and ffialj 
be finally juftifted, muft miferably deceive 
theni ; and fuch nominal Believers, who de- 
pend on Salvationji will doubdefs find 
their Hopes void of aU ©lid Gs^iinds^ 

We are tp be thoroughly pcrfuaded, 
. that, though we cannot be feved by ot» 

Virtue, yet we cannot be feved without iv--* 
that it is not enovtgh to have Faith in Gfod^ 
unlefs this indipnfable Subjeftion of the 
Underftanding capfes us to pay him all 
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dVtij^l Submiflipn ojF th^ WiU,™t;hat it i$ Serm, 

^ die Saviour of the WorlcL'tlie only b^i^*^^ 
got^ia Son of God a^d one 'V Eflence 
wim the Father, unlefs we diligently* keeti 
hi$ Cojnipandments, and tread^ ' ias '^xafUy 
as owr Inftrmit^ej^ will permit,, in fhe bjeffed 
^teps of h;s nriolt holy Life, --that 'it i$ riot 
eooygj^. to behe.ve m the H^Iy Ghoft, as 
the Third Peifon of the ^adorable' Yrihity, 
the Affifter and Sanftifier of the Faithful, 
if we refift his Operation on our Hea^s^^ 
and turn liis Gra<te into Wahtonriefe, 



•> » . * 



To maintain undue and prefumptuous 
Reliances on the Merits and Interceffion of 
our Redeemer to the Contempt of found 
Morality, is as bad, or rather a worfe Cor- 
ruption of Chriftianity, than to plead for 
the Meritorioufnefs of our own imperfeft 
Works. For whilft this Notion makes the 
Chriftian Scheme ufelefs, that reiiders it 
pernicious ; whilft the one fuppofes it need-» 
lefs, that it fliould fubfift as a ftule of Ac- 
tion, the other proves, that it ought not. 

But we, I truft, have not fo learned 
Chrift, who declare it to be an indifputable 
Atftide. oC our Religion, That in the great 

' 1 4 P^y 
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SzRM. Day of Account a ftrift Enquiry will be 
in. made, not only how we have believed, but 

^^'"^ alfo how we have lived, — that according to 
our Deeds, as well as our Faith will a 
Recompcnfe be rendered unto us, andTiVy, 
that have ime Goodt Jhall come forth unto 
the Refitrreaion of Life (i). As ma^ as 
toaik according to this Rule, Peace he on 
thetHt and Mtrcj^ and upon the IfracI of 
Cod (k). 

(ij St, loha *. tg. . (i) Gal. vi. 16. 



^ 
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SERMON IV. 



Philipp. ii. 12, 13, 

Work out your own Salva- 
tion ivith Fear and Trembling, 

For it is Gody that worketh in 
you both to will and doy of his 
own Pleafure. 

t¥ People will not be perfuadcd Serm. 
to interpret Scripture by Scrip- IV. 
' ture, but make it bend to their '^■''V*-' 
' preconceived Opinions, it is no 
Wonder, that they deviate always 
as widely from the Tnith, as they differ 
often from one another. We fee the ill 
Effcfts of thefe Prejudices no where more 
temarkably^ than in the contradictory Sen- 
timeMs, which are entertained of the refpec- 
tive Parts bom by God and Man in the 
grand Concern of Salvation. 

SoM£ 
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Serm. 
. IV. Some there are^ who, cpnvijiced from the 

^"^^^^^^^^ ciqpafs Declarations in holy Writ, that if 
tbey will enter into Life^ they muft keep the 
Commandments (a)^ aijd perhaps influepcedby 
other leading Errors, being full of their 
own Strength, and fancying themfelves all- 
fulEcient, have ftrenuoufly pleaded for the 
general Acceptation of the Word Grace^ 
whilft they hav<e overlooked ^e precife and 
ijpeci^ one, — have fhut the Holy Spirit 
quite out from having any Hand m their 
Obe%nce, and allowing God only theGlo- 
ly oi cmppyejing ^ W^l to Men, have 
^yaaced then; natural Faculties into a Ca- 
pacity rf acceptably perfornung it. 

Others, again, finding it to be alio, 
clearly revealed in the lanie Scriptures, that 
Chrift Jefus 'is rigt only" 1i3ie Author,' but 
the Finifher oif Mail's Salvation, and being 
prcpoffeffed with a N9tibh of abfolute Elec-. 
ttori and God's unconditional Decrees, have 
inagmficd Giase to the utter Dif^arage-. 
. mcnt of Works. Nor is it unconimon with 
fuch Perj^ns, 'on the Commiflion of any 
Sin, to unput^ tKeir iFall to the ttefeft of 
Grace, and nojt to any'Fauk in themfelves. 

But;- 

(a J St. Matth. xifc. 17; 
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jBtit is^ ndt this to- chftige God- rathfer pn)* Serm. 
finely thto foolifliljrj ai4d-to infiliiwte, that: IV. 
thferc- was ncithing Wa^tSng to have prel^rvfed^'"''''^^^^^ 
their Innocence, belides the irrefiitibb Inftiu 
ence of his Holy Spirit, which, they ima- 
ginej he is bquhd^ to affbrd them ? And 
tins Way iqf thfekigg is* obferviWe, not in:. . 
the Idofe' aiid' proffigate alone, who wouldi 
ekcufe tliemfekes^ hf accuTing^ God ; but 
t6e Nbtibn^ii Uk^ewilib maintained and pio^ 
pagated eveh^ by thdfe,. who affbft tfce A3J- 
pearahice of great Skn£tky, arid wouid^ b& 
cftcemed to Have inefc iLefigioft than theii^ 

• r 

Ncighb6urs. 

Yet ftich Perfohs, however pious thsf 
ipay feem^ have certainly riot attained to 
a right Und^rftandihg in divine Matters, 
as the Truth is in y^fus. Whilft they have 
oppofed, and th^ very juftly, the grofiand 
fatal Ilfiftakes of fuch, as altogether rejcft 
the Doftrine of fanftifjHuig Grace, and lup- 
pbfe Man to be left in the Hand of his 
own Cbunfel, without any Guidance or 
Hdp from his Maker, they have not been 
ftrfficiently on their Guard themfelves, — 
fevc incautioufly run off into the contrary 
Extreme, and peremptorily aflerted, that 
Man, far from being able to obey God*s 

Cpminandments 
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Serm. Commandments by his own Stifength, can- 
IV. ^^ make the leaft Advance towards it, and 
only proceed in religious Affairs, as he is 
a£ted upon. 

But neither of thefc Opinions receive 
any Warrant from the plain Scope and Te- 
nour of God's Purpofe concerning us in the 
Gofpel of his Son. Such is our wretched* 
Condition by Nature (which, if we arc fo 
blind as not to fee it of ourfelves, God dis- 
covers to us by the Light of Revelation) 
that exclufive of lus Help we can do no- 
thing towards our Recovery out of this 
State of Sin and Mifcry. As we muft be 
taught our Duty by his Word, fo muft we 
be fupported in the Performance of it by 
his mighty Aid; his Concurrence with us 
both to prevent and affift us, is abfolutely 
neceflary: And what is fo needful for us, 
to enable us to walk before him unto all well- 
pleafing, is not with-held from thdfe, who 
are qualified, as all may be to receive it. 
His Grace is fufficient for us. — God work- 
eth in us to will and to do ;— what Help is 
requifitc, we are promifed and fhall obtain, 
in order to work out our Salvation. God. 
is never backward in his Part ; and if we 

will not do ours in a Matter of fo much 

Moment^ 
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Moment, where all the Benefit of a good Serm. 
Iffue is to ourfelves, the Blame falls entirely ^^ 
to our Share, and we fhall juftly reap the 
Fruits of our Perverfenefs. 



Let us then wifely concur with the Grace 
of God, neither fcornfuUy difdaining it, nor 
flothfuUy relying altogether upon it ; and 
let us work out our own Salvation accord- 
ing to his prefcribed Method, not by our 
attempting fo arduous a Tafk independently 
of him, but by his working in us and with 
usj both to will and to do of his good 
Pleafure. In this middle Way we fhall be 
fure to walk fafely ; and not incur the 
Guilt of tempting God on the one Hand, 
nor the Folly of trufling to a broken Reed 
on the other. 

And that you may avoid both thefe dan- 
gerous Rocks, on which many have before 
you made Shipwreck of a true Faith, and a 
pure Confciencc, a few Dirediions, how to 
fteer a right Courfe, fhall be given you in 
the enfuing Difcourfe: Which may, not 
without fome Edification, be opened by ob- 
ferving, — What is meant by God^s working 
in us to will and to do. And profecuted 

by fhewing, that this is mceffary to 

our 
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Serm.^^^ Sahaiion. And concluded by proving, 
IV. .-—that what is thus necejfary on God*s Behalf 
is wrought by him^ though not An Juch an 
abfolute Manner^ as to fiiperf^de our.^eint 
Endeavours. 

A s to the Firft, By God's working in us to 
will and to doj our Apoftlc cannot beun- 
dcrftood to mean, whatever any may con- 
ceive, fuch a forcible Operation of the Al- 
npghty upon the Soul, as that Man ihould 
be quite, paflive under it, and no other than 
a. mere Inftrument in the Hand of an irre- 
fiftible Agent : But the Phrafe muft Agnify 
only fuch an additional Supply of Di\^e 
Strength ' vpuchfafed to the^ human Incapa- 
city, as is fuitable to thp prdfent weak Cir- 
cumftances of our Nature,— -as is prcgper for 
a rational and moral, but at the lanie time 

an ignorant and depraved Beings 

' Tq fup|>ofe more thaii thiir to be figni-- 
ii^d by the, 'ExpritCion^ is to countj^n^ce a 
;very ^otttidlefe Pbfiti6n^*11iat htiman Na- 
ture was ftot only tmhappUy damaged, but 
j^^y thanged by the Fill iA/Mm, ahd 
its Freedoni not oidy impared but Ic^. To 
liippbfe left thaii this tc> be the S&afeof the 
S/Vbrds is to brOaiCh an Eirof as taiwarraiit- 

able 



Religious Subjects. 127 

able as the Ibrmer, That Man is at leaft as Serm. 
rpcrfeft n6W, Sas he t^as, when firft created, — IV. 

that iiis Will is as regular, his Paflions aj 
-calm, his' Appetitcis is moderate, as in his 

or^fial State. 

But if boththefe Suppofitions are, as will 
probably be feen htteafter, equally falfc^d 
contrary to the Teftimony of God and Ex- 
j^erience'of Man ; then our' Interpretation of 
the Paflkge, we are coiifidering, ftands firm, 
iarid the Foundation of our Thift in God's 
gracious AflSftance (to a certain Degree only) 
Tcihains unfhaken. And what we are to 
cbnclude is, that Power lufficient is ^ven 
to Mankind by the SpiHt of Grace to ren- 
der them capable of fulfilling the Divine 
Will, but no impulfive Violence, inconfif- 
*t:ent with Liberty, is oflfered to them: No 
i>ne has Reafon to comply of having too 
heavy a Btirden laid upon him, or a T^ 
too hard for him to go through with ; nor 
"yet is diere ' Occlfion affiirded to ariy to 
be idle '^d negligent, as though all the 
Work would be perfcniried without his La^ 
hour, and he had nSthing to do, but to 
receive |he Reward. 



Thb 
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Serm. ^ 

rV. The Operation of the Holy Ghoft in our 
Hearts, as far as his auxiliary Prefence is 
neceflary, is never denied us ; but further 
than this we have no Authority to extend 
our Hopes. Grace is beftowed on us, 
whereby we may ferve God acceptably with 
Reverence and godly Fear (b)j as, fays St. 
'Paul\ and St. Peter tells the true Believers, 
Te have purified your Souls in obeying the 
Truth through the Spirit (c). He prepares 
the Mind of them to whom the Gofpel is 
preached, to attend to, confider, and receive 
it, wliich if Men with a thoughtlefs Inat- 
tention rejedb, they muft not wonder, that 
it fliould be hid from them, and themfelves 
left under their natural Blindnefs and De- 
pravity, though on their embracing it and 
ftriving what in them lies, to comply with 
the Terms of it, the great San6tifier of the 
Faithful furely beftows a proportionably larger 
Mcafure of Grace according as they grow 
in Goodnefe: So that our Blefled Saviour's 
Promife is very exaftly accomplifhed. Who- 

foever hathy to him Jhall be given^ and be 

Jhall have more abundance (d). 

And . 

ft) Hcb. xii. 28. (c) I Pet, i. Z2. 

(ii) St. Match, xiii. la. 
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Serm. 
And that it is requifite, God fhouldgive IV* 
to Mankind fuch fpecial Grace as this, — 
fuch as in their Circumftances is abfolutely 
expedient to lead them into, and conduft 
diem in, the certain Road to Life and Glo- 
ry, is manifeft from their univerfal Inabih'ty 
to pay God an acceptable, or even tolerable 
Obedience otherwife, and of their own 
Strength. What our dear Lord faid to his 
firit Difciples, without me ye can do no- 
thing (e)y is full as true with Refpedt to all 
future Believers 5 without the Affiftance of 
his Spirit, whom he fends from the Father, 
they cannot obey God to the laving of 
their Souls. 

TilE Pride of Man,* which Ihews rather 
the Obliquity than the Redtitude of his Na- 
ture, may boaft of his Reafori, as a fuffi- 
cient Guide in his forming a rij^t Judg- 
ment on what he ought to do, and of an 
inherent P6wer to determinfe and aft ac- 
cordingly. Biit how weak is the one, and 
how obfcure' the other, every orle of u^, in 
Fa£t feels within himfelf And fhould any 
one be fo far infatuated as to deny this, 
and expeft to gain Credit with us ; "^ may 

K as 

(ej St. John XV. ^. 
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Serm. as well bdieve a Man^ labouring under a 
IV. Fever with Pelirium, when he alTures us 6t 
his being in perfed Health and in his fober 
Senfes. To fuch a vain fclf-opimonated Ex- 
toller of his own moral Sufficiency tins Mef- 
fage of our Saviour Chrift may be moft ap-. 
politely delivered ; Thou fay eft ^ I am rich^ 
and encreafed with Gpods^ and have Need of 
Nothing ; and knoweft noty that thou art 
wretched^ and, miferahle^ and poor^ and hlind^ 
and naked (f). This is in Reality the true 
Pidhire of human Nature in its prefent De- 
generacy i i? is. wretched and miferable 
through Ignorance and Impurky,-:— poor by 
the Forfeiture of heavenly Treafui;es, — blind 
through the Defedt of Ipiritual Know- 
ledge, — and naked by the Lofs of the Robes 
of Righteoufbeis. But in a State of Grace 
all thefe. Wants are copioufly fuppliedj- — 
ourlgporance is informed,^— our Corruption 
IS purified, — our Poverty is enriched,~our 
Blindnefs.'isenljghtened,;— and our Nakednefs 
is clothed ; ^d, how defipient, foever,. we 
arc in ourfelyes,^ we partake 6i the Fulnefs 
of himj that fitleib all in alf (g). 

Shall we then delpife, what we fo great- 
ly need ? Or difown, what we fo .plentifully 

receive ? 

(/J Rev. iii. 17, (g) Ephcf. i. 23. 



Religious Subjects. 13*1 

t&^c^ Nay,' what, it is^ riiafoHafie to bl- SV%m. 
lifeve, Mart bdtli needed*' aRtf rt(:eiveii;m fas • IV. 
SesiM' 6P oiSgitial^ IiintJeerie^', ea he hld'ae- 
fi/ea .ah'd --gi^lcened Mrtifelfby tte' moft 
uifgi^fef^! RKbdilioii sigiiiAft'^ G6it: jSr; as 
a' Creattirei Ke' cDxdd" not be niajde ' all- 
pcrfd£b, thM> belit^ the ifiCoHlmuhicaliie' I^ro- 
petty of^dfc irifiiutcOeatofi' and comequent- 
ly m<Jft' rcqiiSe ' fonie Su^pbrt from albpe- 
rior^Powcir. He' was forhled,^ noFwasit poi^ 
fibfc? fdf ^ h!M^ to ^ be fdrinea'" c^Apn^e'*' tfi^'aJi 
Ikfcfe ^ th^ liaifement alKt^ Al)j(?4'^ i^ Sim 
thoug^^^I^ire'arid'' finltfs,^^^^^ for 

ftanding compleat in Holinefs by the Help 
of Gdd;^ yit* caf atile of. failing' tlirouglv the 
A\m'x>i^ Ifis^^Ei&fty "oh. tiie^ ajppmcli -^ 
l^emjkkiidHi as- tW Et^oi^ W..fftt% 
proririd. 

ANf) if "Mih'jftood. in no. fpidt.N^^ -^f 
tKe'AJfiftahce'orhis^. ^^ak£n ,^cn durinif 
tne'^TiiAe of his uniuffied JUvte^ty,^,,^ 
fplfi^^ 'oiF it'' contracted* QMx apd jt^l|ut;ipr!, 
n¥8ft-^it'* not be* myck more nectary Jor uJ 
uW(^r^our''fad ah^^deg^nerate Circunal^^ces ? 
W^en an'' origTnal Staia and univerfai D6- 
pfavit^'^ appear to have fpread over the 
whole" Race of Adam^ in whom we were 

K 2 .. nUde 
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Se RM. made Sinners (h). From whence it comes 
IV. to pafs, that we are conceived in Iniquity 
and bom in Sin,-r-that as foon almoft as we 
come into the World, the fatal PrQpenfity 
fliews itfclf, for we quickly ,go aftray and 
turn every one to his own Way>— 7-that 

ihe whole JVorld lieth in U^ickednefi (i)j 

That in our Flejb dwelleth no g<mi ftbing .j 
for to will is prefent with us^ but ^pv^ to 
perform that which is goody we find not^ — 
hut we fee another Law in our Members^ war- 
ring againji the Law of Mur Mind and i?ringing 
us^ into Captivity to the Law of. Sin (k). 



« - •■ 



Who now, that reflefts with any Degree 

bf Serioufnefs on the Apoftle's Defcription 

aiid'his'own Feeiirig, can have the Infolence 

to give the Scripture and his Heart the Lye, — 

to affert and pretend to reafon upon die 
Point, That there is no moral Defeft in 

our Conftitutibn ? It becomes us better to 

lie down in our Shame, and to acknow- 

ledge our - Vilenefs, as we are not fufficient 

of oiirfelves to think any thing . that is goody 

hut ^our Sufficiency is of God (I) : Nor fhould 

^e have Power to do Good, were it not 

givtn us from above. Since our depraved. 

Affedlions' 

fhj Rom, V. 19. (/) I St. Johnv. 19. 

(i) Rom. vii. 18, 23, (/) 2 Cor. iii. 5, 
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AfFedioos are continually drawing us into Serm. 
Sin and Vanity ; and into thefe, (hould we 'IV. 
be much oftener and much farther, than 
we arc^' harried, did not> God's preventing 
and refhaining Influence keep us- back. Foir 
accottding.' to Su Ratd, it is' the Spirit^ who 
^/'i;e/i^'i/^:i(i»-) .•' Through hin^ k contesto 
pafsi ithac we^^are- enabkd to rife to a fpi- 
xitudliiLifci^ipnefent, and to prepare for an 
eternal Life* to..c6me. v.And according to' 
.out JBkffld t^Ijordp Except a Man be born ' of 
Water and ^ of- the Spirit^ be cannot enter 
into : t^. ^Mng<im\of \CqA (t^)i ' where^ : as 
the general Oblig^ion : to make Ufe of the 
yifibl? Sign, and it^t ^ieing the ordinary 
Means of conveying the invifible Grace, arc 
bath aflerted :y^ So dpesilit appear, that with- 
out the inward cleanfiagriof the; Soul by the 
Spirit, the outward w^lhing ^f the Body 
with Water- can be of n<o. Confequencej 
and unlefs, by the real ^4 effedual, though, 
fecret and imperceptible Operation of the 
Holy Ghoft within him^ the polluted Sin- 
ner is, as it were, made .a^ n^w Greatur^, — 
has his Nature changed . from Evil to Good, 
aiid being fo regeneratfe4 live^ iA due Con* 
formity to the Divine WiJU Hke a faithful 
Subjed: of the Kingdom of.Crace, he fhaU 

K 3 get 

(m) 2 Cor. iu. 6, (") ^t, John iii. 5- 



134- ^^^ -^^ ^^ i>P Mer^l 

• > 

Swim, get i^ Adnn.Utan^?r xm ^ :]^usgdftto. Af 
"W. XJl«>nr. " 

-■ ' • 

JF^QM the fpKgoiAg Aod ;n»jrjotl?«r, like 
P^agfis pf h^ly Scripture ijjay mt .learn, 
Ji6^ /^eceflary it is fpr jdie Resie^ \of our 
iDiKT-Nfon, t^tf Alnaight^ God ^ot^ vouch- 
id^ JUS the gracious \Siq)pQrts of his ;blefle^ 
jSpint ; So diat this iimdinpnul Aiitide of 
kis %tf(ft:khtg ^^ MS to will and to Jb is: built 
on tbfc ilrong^ft Evidence, the Nature of 
the Dsfpen&ti6n ivtil admit of: Nor need 
^e to add for its fuller Cojjfinnation any 
jriote Frobf than what is contained in the 
^ords of St. ^aulf from ix^hich the Neccf- 
fity of the Divine SutcoQr towards mortify- 
ing the Deeds of the Body ot fubduing our 
natural Corruptions is moft underiiabljr dif- 
covered. If je live irfter; the Flejh^ fays the 
Apoftlf, ye Jhdll die \ hut if ye through the 
S0it dd mortify the Deeds of the Boiy^ 
yi fhall live (ojl '*' 

And that, v^hat is thus neceflfary on 
(3od*s Behalf, is w^oijght always by him 
within us| we ttiay be Iflftllibly certain from 
his Word fay Ilev€lation,-..fiWm his Attri- 
butes by Reafon. 

The 

CoJ l^pm. viiL 13. 
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Sbrm. 
The Force tif the Iformer t>f tKfefe Argu- IV. 
mcnts has been alr^y in a good Meafiire ^•O.^vy 
Iten: Yet it cin'be very '^^ll fuppotted by 
obrerving, hdw Gt)d promifed^by his Pro- 
phets, thit *m the iGt)fpel-ftire he would'pour 
out bis Spirit upon dll l^tijh (p)^ and upon 
iht fikfetflywXA ihe Spirit If Grace (^\. 
This ^he has anlply j^erfbrmed by'beftowirig 
boA iht extriordfrtary and tile ordinary Gifts 
of the *Hdj ahofi 6H 'them^ that obey him '{r% 
whofe 'fuf)"portirtg PrefencTe helpeth our Infir- 
mities (j), 2ir)A ftretigthenetb us with Might 
in the innir Mm (/), wKofe 'Fruit is in all 
tjobdnefsy and Right eoufn'ifs^ dfii ^ruth {u\ 
and by whofe Power "We 'aboutti in tJope^ 
and ere ^lled with dll Joy dnd Pehce in 
believing {x). 

And as we read this corrtfonabk Affurance 
in God's Word, fo may 'wt alfo {>fcfve it 
from his Nature; and be « certain 6f it, 
as that Jic is confummatdf juft arift ^odd. 
Goodnefe and Jufticc sk PerfefHcins, AvHkh 
bdohg to him in die higheft £>egiiee, and 
he can be as £xm witho^ £xiftence^ k% 

(P) J^®^ "• ^8* {$) Zcch. xii. 10. 

(r) A6b V. 32. [9) Rom. vilf. 26. 

(f) Ephcf. ill. 16. ^ (u) Ephef. v. 9. 

(jcj Rom. XV. 1 3. . 
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Serm- without thefe Attributes. If then it be in- 
IV. confiftent therewith for God to deny Man 
all neceflary Grace and Afliftance towards 
ferving him acceptably, and duly difcharging 
the Offices enjoined, we may fafely conclude, 
th^t he will not withold it : And that fuch 
a Procedure in God, would no way coincide 
with his infinite Perfedions, a flight Atten- 
tion to the Subjed will difcover. In Re- 
fpedt of Goodnefs the Point is clear, neither 
can it be reconciled with Juflice* For the 
one in the ftridteft Notion of it requires, 
that no Perfon b$ miferable without Ws own 
Fault ; and the other, that every one be 
happy according to his Capacity. Byt fince 
Man, if refufed the Aids of God's Holy 
Spirit, is unable to pleafe him, to will and 
to aft, as he commands, it follows, that 
the expefting his Obedience and not vouch- 
fafing the proper Helps towards the Per- 
formance, is in jEffeft the c^alling upon him 
for what it is impoflible, he fhould ever pay ; 
and fuch a Deniand can never.be made by 
Zf Bfing perfeftly ggod and jufl:,; efpecially 
under the Pepalty of Damnation on Non- 
payment. Becayfe this would . be . to con- 
demn a poor undeferving Creature to the 
inoft dreadful Sufferings, contrary to the 
known Rules of. Goodnefs and even Juftice 

tOQ; 
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too: And undeferviiig ;he muft.bc, who Serm- 
f^ in, his Duty and com^s fliort of the IV. 
Glory o£ Go^ through his M^fortuac ra-^^^^^^^^ 
ther than his Crime, ^nd offends more from 
a natural than aa acquirfdr Depravity,: . ^ 

God was not pleafed, it is. tnie, to- pre- 
vent the Fail of our firft Paiients ; nor can 
we fee^ that he was obliged to : Yet it &cxm 
to have been his Cencem, didbated to him by 
his own effentiai ExcellencieSi lo work out 
a Recoveiy, which h^ has fyfiicimtly. don6 
by the Redemption of his Son, and the Sane- 
tification of his Spirit. To have ' deftroyed 
human Nature immediately upon Trarifgref* 
fion, when the deplorable EfFeds we^e' to 
reach down to Millions of Defcendants, 
not Parties in it, would have bfeen fp far 
from an Injury, that it muft have beeti the 
utmoft Con^p^ipn to them; Though to, 
continue the Species and make all fuffer 
for the Crimes of two Individuals, whtt 
can be called unjuft and un^iercifuli if this 
be pot? But every fuch heinous CliaJ^ 
God has fylly guarded againft by providing 
a Rerpedy as efficacious, as the Difeafe is ma-, 
lignant. For the Merits of Chrift, and thro'* 
Faith in his Blood, Repentance is granted 
unto Life, and by his prevalent Mediation 

abundant 
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Se^m. «biintot Once is ^eitfined ^tb tjs towards 
It. *dth' cttr new «&th Aid ^h^I OroWth. 
~ ^ -S© dat it is e^idertt ^ma fife ^rifclding xsf 
«hfc Dh4m iSeiu»Ae 4ind^t- ^ 'Gofpel, no 
one ihjifl mifs bf fK^pihefi ana-inturMife- 
ly, except for his own wilful peifonal De- 
nfcrit. Tilt bri^hal Taifat "ccttiiniinldtcd 
^pom ^JMt U ^keinfed by J6itisj aAd We 
coa^Vtat InftlgililEf tb Aote^ ^oA in lti|![- 
«K>i^f9, IS «ej)Air«d % the liujiernato^ 
Affiftance «f tlfc Holy <Gh6R. This, as 
Mfttters mtw ibui^ k ii nec(£fl%^a£ I^ah 
ftould Ffc(i^i<e, <ft kit puti£^iea fbi- ticft ^eir- 
formiiig Im^eUTlbi^itiest ^ thercfeife bttii- 
pansd CD htm as certaitflyj as Gd^ is good 
and yA. 

' fifikiSi iov(^eY€r, we fhodid be warned a- 
gakift taififig eUt Elc{)^^^oAs too IttgH, it 
bdii^ a lalilty PnefumptioB to proriiife oUr- 
f^ves more tj^an our kind Benefafbor has 
pfomifod U6. What is needfuj fol- him 
ff> work in ^^ in order to t^kt tip the 
D^iency of ^r 4^vn SO'en^S^ and tnVf 
That i^, irt th^ towmto CbutferfMsEferit 
ingS) ^;W)«gJtt by hhtt-, he' <i6es\MtlMng 
uftlie^c^Burily ; our Wants^ he graeioOlly 
$up)^liel : Hm thj[^ ha will ^ all for 
usj when we' can-do fojttethkig for our- 

felves. 
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be fure to have luch vain Hopes miferiibly 't^* 
diiappointed. 



ttated^ bye appi^i^ it 40^ >the dmt ^reat 
Di}tics; o£: the ^GcffidV F^th, ^epentance^ 
and Qfaeda^ficc : /{tiefe aiffii are 4n a found 
Senfe^theJGifrs .rfXSodi^nd what is fcqm- 
fite joa dus £ai«) -^i^ith^ Preduftion in us, 
he never with-holds. 

Tfiqsa rwith S«f|)eft 4e the firft ^ t&em, 
F^'/^L 9%i« l^i^df is 4aid te have opened ibe 
Heant ef Lydia, ibdijbe^ attended untoi ihtfhings 
mbicb wi^i fp^ietf jf Ftml (yX and w^ >«^ 
£t»^i b^uig f^uf^ faitiful Yet this Faith df 
heis, :which qualified I^er ler Admittance int» 
the Ghntkim (Dhureh, is feid ta be the fi#i 
^as W€41 of her own htarifig as rf the 
Lord^s caning her Heart. Thefe are alfti 
our Savioui^s Declaratiotis, diat ^/Z; /il^f^ #A^ 
Father givetb me^ Jhall ocme unto me : and that 
no Man can come unto me^ except it mere given 
unPo hini cf my Father^ or except the Fitber^ 
vtbfch hatk fent me^ draw him (*jj;^,-— draw 
him not by Force and Violence, iike aSmte 
B^, that' hath n® WiB or Underftandin^ ~; 

but 

(y) Aas xvi. 14. («) St. Johnvi. 37, 65, 44, 
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Serm. bot in a Method fuitableto a reafonabfe atid 






So that the true Meaning of thcfe difputed 
Paflfages muft be, th^t a Man cannot believe 
the Gofpel, unlefsCod bytJiis holf Spirit dif* 
pofes and puts his Mil^d into ^a, fit Temper 
ferioufly to weigh and; examine, the Evi^ 
dence on which Chriftiai^ty is built> and 
by Gr*:c prepares his Heart to embrace it 

But if this be neccffary, it may be alked. 
Why all Men fhould not be: thus prepared ? 
The Reje£tion of ^ Cl>rift*s Religion is ais pe- 
nal as any Offence can be ; for be that ^be^ 
lievitb not Jh<ill be damned (a). And vif no 
Man cometh to our Saviour;, and: by Faith 
is made his Difciple, but fuch as are dift 
pofed and prepared by the inward Motioils 
of the Holy Ghoft, does it not feem a very 
juft Conclufion, that God, who is no Re* 
fpefter of Perfons, can overlook none and 
leave them. to be unprepared? 

, . » * 

Thk Objedtion may be cleared up by ob- 
fcrving, that'tho* God will infallibly do what- 
ever is right ,and equitable, towards all his 
Creatures, yet many may noit by his Grace 

be 

{a) St. Mvkxvi. 1 6. 
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be eflfeftually influenced to receive and be- SerW. 
lieve the ' Gofpel : The Reafon is, becaufe IV. 
they have their own Will ftill to govern 
them V ^nd notwithftanding Life is offered 
to them,' and placed within their Reach, 
they may however thruft it from them, 
and choofe Death by refilling and quench- 
ing thofe gracious Impreffions, which would 
othefwife be available to Salvation. The 
Spirit will not, and is not bound to, ftrive 
always with Man; neither does he work 
in fo conlmanding a Manner, as to over- 
power the Perverfe -, and his merciful Con- 
defcenfion in . making repeated Tenders of 
Afl'iftance - will 'abundantly vindicate his fe- 
verdl^ Refentments of the Refufal. 



.J 



The like may be Urged in Relation t# 

Repentance. This is reprefented to be the 

Gift of God, as well as Faith, ///w, /. e. 

Jefus, fays St.* Peter to the Jews, hath God 

exalted with his right Hand to hi a Prince 

^d -a Saviour^ for to give Repentance unto 

Ifratl (h). . And in Meektiefs^ fays St. Paul\ 

to Timothy^ ' injirult thofe that oppofe thetn- ' 

f elves ^ if pr adventure God will give them Re- 

pentaifce to the acknowledging of the Truth/(J, 

Biit then thefe te^as muft not l)e~ti!idef-* 

flood 

{h) A£ls V. 31, (c) 2 Tim. ii 2^ 
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SfRM. ftood in the utmofb Latitiidc to whidi ikt 
IV. Word* maybe extended. ByrGod*s : giving 

^^^^^^^IRepentanceris^ meant no- more- than his af- 
forduig Mankind Graco fu£ci€»t( and otfah* 
Meanfr requifite- ^o bring them thteeto^ 
by which, after all, many nfiay^be, and are, 
not brought to fo'^happy^ a -Change 

And agreeably tie G^ndm/s ofi G^i% ii^ 
by the Apoftle to lead them to- ^ep^ntMcH"^ 
who were yet not adually p^-evailed on to 
repent ; being fuclr as. after' tbeit Harinefi 
and impenitent Hearty treafundup^ to tbem^ 
felves fFratb agmnft the Dt^: of Wraths and 
Revelation of the righteous . JtidgmerS' of 
God (d)j asthe neceffary..pi5eiwus5t<^s-f^¥ere 
taken by him towards the Converfion of thofe 
incorrigiWe Sinners, fo very proptriy' ntay 
he be - faid to give them - Repottance^ ,b)?r 
making them the Offer- and yiddiftg- them^ 
all reafonable Affiflance to- dofe with it/ 
though be did ' not perform: the wJiol^ 
Work^ fdrthem, nor dijihargft thek* But 
together with his owli. ; If thc^^oaed^Re-^ 
formation viiis no^ at laft adually pFodttcedi'^ 
thi^ arofe not from any DcficfencyJof Gracftj^ 
God having twrought in them whatever- was^ 
fufiiiiicnt on hisrSide to ^fp defireabfe arr 

Effea 

(^ij Rosn. 11. 4» 5. 
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^ca,, h^^, t^cif. own hpa^ EwleaYowp, Serm, 
concurred with l^s graejpus Energy.: And,. ^* 
tliatc he, fliftuijpl. <^ nwe / tq^- wi§;l^' Ma>f 
wJiilft th'^x will dp no^hing^ for them* 
feW^S^ it; muj^ be th?;. Height of, lafo^. 
IcRcp to^thinl^ and. reqijire. 

ljke»d|c afo^ tp Men: pipoefldlpfe.ifi U»ii?/ 
(^ifliaa. ObedJpncp, ini^.or4ei(: toj> tfei^' &^ 
nilhing,; it witfc; Joy,. He impgetevmwjj 
Grace, ta t^ofc, who h^^ 7nft4ft ^-gofed. 
Ufe of what was before youj*hfefedc^ thom ; i 
though from him that hath noty i. e. who 
improves not , the Mea%e - erf* . Dif in^. i^d 
whi<?h he;, has chm^^ fiaU'l^vJah^iaiva|fr 
even Jhatj which he,. hatk'(4)r The-Sptef- 
quickens us . to good.- Work^ ,and( .the^jmowrj 
we advance, in then^, the) mpre .wi^giww*inr 
Grace and encourag^; him'tofia^ hi^Abodta. 
with us. To. obtain thi^ Marcy;w^4theEnd-. 
of; St. P^i^n .Prater, for th^ PMU^fiOMu. 
That_ their l.q^e fnigift* abmnd mmr and^ 
more in. Knowledge and in.aUJudggmK^^bm.K^ 
they miglfr approve the Thing^^ thai art/tm. 
eellent^ beings Jlledwkb^ the Fruits mf^JRiglitt^. 
oufnefi: (fh And . the . Ground. ofxhi$ Intm*. 
ceffipn "ff^tM^being^confidm^ofJbisnmy^' 

Things 

{i) St. Matth. XXV. 29. (/) Philippi L 9. 10* n. 
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Serm. ^Ij/wf, that be J which had, begun a good 

, IV. Work in them would perform it untilr^e 

Day of Jefus Cbrifi (g). He was perfuaded/ 

that they and all other Chriftians might, if 

they would, fo run, as to win the Prize, 

which however was not to be obtrued upon 

them, without their moving one Step in 
the Race fet before them ; and that God 

would with-hold nothing proper for him to 

do in order to fecure it to them, provided 

they ceafed not to pufh on with Vigour 

and perfifted in their Chriftian Courfe under 

Ws Divine Guidance. 

This is what the Supreme Difpofer of 
all Things pofitively demands in fome De- 
gree or other from every one of us ; we 
muft do our utmoft at all Times and in 
all Circumftances ; God therefore ties it down 
as an unalterable Rule for his Conduft to- 
wards Mankind, that the Servant which knew 
bis Lords Will^ and prepared not bimfelf^ neither 
did according to his Willy fhall he beaten with 
many Stripes. But he that knew it not fo 
pcrfedJy as the other, and did commit Things 
worthy of Stripes^ according to his Propor- 
tion of Knowledge, Jhall be beaten with few 
Stripes (h). . And die Reafon given by our 

Saviour 

fgj PJiilipp, i. 6. {h) St. Luke xii. 47, 48. 
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Saviour is general, extending as well to the Serm. 
Communications of Strength, as to thofe of I V* 
Light : So that the Operations of God's 
Spirit on our Hearts do by no Means ex- 
clude our moft ztaloiis Endeavours, but ra- 
ther enforce them ; fince his working in us 
will not excufe us, in Cafe of Negligence, 
from Blame and Puniftiment. And more- 
over, it is urged by our Apoftle, in the 
Text, as a Motive to animate us in work- 
ing alfo : JVork out^ fays he, your own S^al- 
vat ion with Fear and tremhltng\ for it is 
God that wdrketh in you to will and to do 
of his good Pleafure. His Grace is, indeed 
free, — Man has no Claim of Right upon 
his Maker for it, — it is entirely of his good 
Pleafure, that he beftows it, and we Om no 
more demand, than defervc it. ' 

But if the Divine Influences did really, 
fuperfede and render \rfelefs our Induftry, 
St. Paul*s Reafoning here would be altoge- 
ther unaccountable; and what he prefles as 
an Argument, why we Jhould work out our 
Salvation, would be the ftrongeft Reafon, 
why we need not. If God alone did tranf- 
a<5t the whole Affair, thifre could be no 
Occafion for any additional Labour from us, 
much lefs for our working with Fear> and 

L Trembling. 
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Serm. Trembling. For what Caufe h^s lie coiew, 
IV. who cannot mifc^ny by his ccu^dent Secu- 
rity, — what Indiic^ent' 'has he to tremjU^ 
for his Salvation, who is peifbaded, that 
it requires none of his Care and Diligence 
to obtain it ? 

If tl)is were the Cafe, not .only the h^ 
ftle's Arguing muft be moft aj^uid, h^ 
n\Qi:epyer the Comip^s, thi? E3ihQi:tatipns, 
the Pj:Qnrifes and the Threatenings, whiifj^ 
are to be met with throughout tte O^^kiJy 
Sqr^ptures, tendmg to ipoye, Mgn to, t^ 
Care of their ett^rnal Iflrt:er^, wou|d Ifc; 
quit^ without Fpynciatipn. Fof tp .lyh^t 
Puqjpfe can any. of theft fenfe, if Gftji 
vicorjks airfolutely, in Man; and: therfL i* i>Pt 
thing to be executed by Mw, hif»fc[f?. 

By thofe Amplications, i^ch pWnly fup- 
pofe fome Power in hunian N^ri; taWi|| 
and tx> do, God muft intend, if aqy thing 
be intended by them, to induce, not fqrc^ 
us to repent, and by Repentance, carry us 
on to Salvation. We find God command- 
ing and exhorting by his Prophets in the 
Old Teftament, and by hi$ Apoftles in thcL 
New, Thus by Ifaiah (i)^ Wajh j^^ make 

ym 

(/) Ifai. i, 16, 17. 
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^ ckmr m* ^''^ -^A* ^3 ofsw Si^s s^m- 

* »- 

leant to do w«/:— -By Jeremiah ,0t^j O |e^ 

rufalem, wafi thine Heart from Wicked- 

^e/sy that t(beu nue^ejl if ffv^t Ufpw long 

fiifill x^ wn Tkoj^t^ lojjige s»itbi»ti»io/'.-' 

.% St. Ba^ ^#f >1» iut ^:0^sr»i«g ,^e 

yi^$iLt 4m. ibe. .^m Man f}^ anji- .^ti^dM 
jfi^ht Fa^,^qw,t^ov^J^ Mmiiefir{i»g i»-)^. 
Sf>d by'.^ Jaiiies M:fpe0fyow MHHk^ 
jjfft ^ittfurs, m^ $^y m^ ife«^j »e ^^le 
M^,d. IJifpy t^i^e ^ i§«jh vQ^er ^- 
.inap.(^ i^d jEj^lMflg^ftiif las- ^j^eigsP Jf^^ij^- 
jli^s- alroQft ^pe- .ta-J?e- iingt .i^itK-^Mi- iff- Ac 
Legal and. the Evanggfefjal- Jpsokj!*.) ^j^^, 
that they, to whom they are direfted, muft 
■be aiile,. not ^^l]^m- i>f-;lJ?> ftiVinc^Qrace, 
jU^tb5r.a.qj>pag^tfftt^(JfaAH«?df,if, ,fl?|t&Htf'^its 
Vinc(^tipii|al}|e ;Ii:if>{tt^9p% .ti> .yickl? 01^ 
dieiMSB. %> ^;cpin^- j^^ithefB. A-^bg 
.pf jB6nite;.Q^{lKne^ aQd^Wiitifom' wo<iI(^^ix>t 
(ff^S^ iffd if\vi(^ Mw-:to dbjj ;what- ;he 
jjp^ ,rfi^ ^^e.;in^-po {J^^gFee-zcajgialievof 
•doijjg;^ as..;thifr-;tii^ft-.be..a .manifeft' jTfltoen 
pfl Cnj^/.pr ;We^HP?fs~: Noirt •wotdd-^ho-ie- 
<:^iie.,i$^ -^ 'fiver^^i-Penaitk&'.any^of his 

L- 2 Cr^atvtfes 

^ ■ 

{i^eteta.ir: 14; '(V)*^^hef. iv*. 22., 24.. 

("^i^ I Cor. xvi. 13. (?/) Sr. Jame3 iv. 8, 
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Serm. Creatures to undertake, what, if ever it was 
1^1 performed, muft be brought to pafs wholly 
by himfelf. 

That nothing can be our Duty, further 
than we are able to fulfil it, is moft evi- 
dent : No-body is obliged to that, which is 
impracticable. If Mankind, confequently, 
never had, nor will have, any Power within 

* them to repent, believe and obey, it is ri- 
diculous, it is profane to imagine, that 

^ God demands fuch religious A6bs from 
them, and will call on them to account 
ftriaiy for their Behaviour in this Refpeft,-- 
wiU reward them, if approved, and punifli 
them, if condemned. 

: But that God expe<5h our Submiffion to 
his Will, has been already /hewn ; and why 
elfe has it been revealed to us ? It is not 
Knowledge, but Pradice ; which is the End 
of his Precepts and Perfuafions : And he 

.has therefore enforced them with Promifes 
and Threatenings, the moft affefting, which 

. can be applied to our Hopes and Fears, the 

• mofd ftrongly to engage our Obfervance of 
them. The Refult of all which muft be, that 
we have Ability, more or lefs, to obferve 
them, and that God's working in us can- 
not 
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not be in fuch an irrefiftible, abfolutcMan- Serm. 
ner,- as to exclude our own. For were it ^V. 
fo; all Commands and Exhortations, ^U 
Promifes and Threatening would be perfeft-. 
ly groundlefs: And what the Almighty 
would have done, he could, if he pleafed, 
produce in us without them. 

God's Power, indeed, would meet with 
no Obftruftion here,, were he difpofed to 
exert it: However, as the Liberty of Man's 
Will, which we are all confcious of, would 
thus be quite taken away, and the Adions 
performed, be not properly ours, but God's -, 
fo muft we ceafe to be moral and account- 
able Creatures,.^-ipuft be unqualified for Fa- 
vour on the one Hand, undefervirig of Pu- 
nifhment on the other. Upon the whole 
then, Reafon and Religion firmly unite in 
thefe Conclufions, That, after God has done 
what is requifite on his Part, fomething ftill 
remains for Men to do in order to work 
out their Salvation,™that if they negled 
their Duty and their Intereft, it is not for 
y^ant of Ability to profecute both, but 
through Obftinacy and Perverfenefs, — and 
that God has given fpiritual Strength fuf- 
fifcient unto every Man, would he but ufe 
it and improve the. Talent of Grace put 

L 3 i"^o 
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SxuM. '00 his Vi^is: Here, as a: aft (art and folE 

IV- Boftojn, let U3 reft j liOr fet iny lbiMculti«$, 

wTilSai iri^y be thjto>»n iii^ m Wajr, makfc 

us to \i^^ver in diir Belief, 6t to tMxti ih dirt- 

Gbhigs. 

If it be alledgpc!, i&ai IfkH a*fe repfefeiiea 
|ja the Scriptures to be dead in Trefpajfes and 
Sins (o)^'"AQt. us ccnfider, that^ figurative 
Expreflions are not to be interpreted \i^itR a 
literal Exa£tnef$ ; or allowing Ais partidirfal^ 
one Were fo, yet tliat it does not rcack our 
Cafb. For this rdates to Men ih a Sfete 
of Nature under i&A Curfe df Adtm^ out 6f 
which we Chriftians are rcfcu^d, as w# an 
legotten again unto a lively Hope (pX-^-^e 
faffed from Death unto Life (q)^ and afe 
alive unto Qod by Jefus Chrift &ur L^fi. la 
receiving this^ fpiritual Life it miiff be al- 
lowed, we Were entirely paffive : But h^*ii% 
ol>mihed it. We may >;^ekkdt oi may ftr6ligth» 
it^'—niay prefeiV^ oj^ may de|li'6y iV--ttift>' lb 
fall away^ eh riot t6 te Verk^tei u^ Repm- 
tahce (r) or naay d^oj^ ahd i^cov^ aj^B^ 
arid grow aSt laft *) pferi^i^ Marlioodv tK> 
the Meafure of f^e kSiul^ ^ fUFnillt^^ ^ 
ChrijI {s). ThougR ^^%% m kwr mSb. 

(j ) ^1 fcf. ii: I. K^) p se. Pet. i. J. 

(q) I St. John ill. 14. (r) Hct. vi. 6, 

(i) Ephcf. iv. 13. 
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be the fiiig}e Work of the <Spirit» and a S£rm« 
^::|cioi^ as wd] as a glorious Li& the fole I^« 
G^ of G^ \ ftill it does^ not from, hence 
folidw, but that as tte Attainment of the one> 
ib the Pt-ogrds of the other may in a cer* 
tain D0^!ee be the lUfult alia of our owft 
bdt Endeavours^ 

Or, if it be pleaded, that God will have 
Mercy on whom he will have Mercy (t)^ 

Let us take Care righty to diftinguifh be- 
tween national Eleftion to temporal Privi- 
Jeges, and perfonal Elecflion to eternal Life, 
and fo to underftand fuch Paflagps of Scrip, 
ture, as that the Revelation of Chrift may 
pot be made to contradift the Religion of 
Nature, nor we tempted to imagine God's 
Will to be unconduded by perfeft Wifdom, 
Juftice^ Goodnefs and Truth. Yet thus un- 
worthily muft we conceive of the infinite 
feeing by maintaining, that his Mercy is ab- 
solute and unconditional, and his Grace too 
forcible to be reififted. For no tolerable 
Reafon can be al&gneid on this Suppofition, 
why all Men fhould not be faved, if any are, 
without chargii;^ upon God the „ crueflefl: 
partiality and moft arbitrary Tyranny : 
Mercy we muft grattt to be under no 
Reftraint, and Grace of univerfal Extent : 

L 4 However 

(t) Rom. ix. \i. 
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Serm, However we fliall forfeit them both,— 
IV. be neither the Subjefts of this, nor the Ob- 
' jcfts of that •, unlefs under their Influence 
we tend towards the Point, they direft to, 
/. e. ckanfe ourfelves from all Filtbinefs of 
Flefh and Sprite perfeSling Holinefs in the 
Fear of the Lord (t)^ and purify our Souls 
in obeying the Truth through the Spirit (u). ^ 

To conclude, therefore. Let us not thinly 
of (landing ftill, and expedt to fee the Sal- 
vation of God, but let us roufe and exert 
ourfelves, and ufe all Diligence to make our 
Calling and Eleftion fure. Let us not trifle 
away the Day of Life idle and unconcerned, 
as though we had no Employment to fct 
about, or were able to do nothing -, but be- 
ing hired into the Vineyard, let us fall to the 
Taik allotted us, and redeem the Time 
we have loft, by increafing our Induftry, 
for the future. — Let us humbly unite our 
Labours to the Divine Afliftance; and fo 
jQiali we aft fecurely, whilft we work out 
our own Salvation with Fear and Trem- 
bling, as is required of us, — with Caution, 
but not Terrour, — with Vigour, but not 
Arrogance. Let us remember, that a vain 
Conceit of our Self-fufficiency will be as 

fatal 

(t) 2 Cor. vii. I. (u) I St. Pet, i. 22. 
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fatal, as a weak Opinion of our utter Inca* Serm. 
pacity ; and he, who confidently undertakes P^^ 
Things beyond his Strength, and difdains 
the Help reached out to him, muft fail of 
Succefs as certainly, as he, who timeroufly 
doubtful of bisj and fancying that to be 
wholly loft, which is but impaired, has not 
the Refolution to attempt any Thing ; and 
that if we are, and muft be , fupported by 
the Holy Spirit in this moft important Bu- 
finels, we can fafely depend on his Suc- 
cours only fo long, as we anfwer the De- 
lign of them : To treat them with Indiffe- 
rence by making no Ufe of them, or with 
Contempt by putting them on our Drud- 
gery, is the ready way to lofe them. Their 
heavenly Leader moves not one Step with- 
out us ; if we defert our own Caufe, he 
never will alone defend it ; and if we en- 
gage not voluntarily in it, this is a Service 
into which we ftiall not be preffed. 

But how warm and refolute foever we 
may appear, either in making or maintaining 
our Conquefts, let .us be cautioned not- to 
affume the Honour of them to ourfelves; 
Let us be fenfible of our utter Infufficiency 
without God's efEcacious Aid, — how fmall 
a Part we bear in thcLabour the' the Fruit 

is 
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SoM. is all our own ; and when the Principle^ by 
V. ivhich we cjbncur with Imn^ whether it be 
inborn or infufed, and all the MotiveSs 
which quicken tins Principle to Aftion^ 
are fixmi him, Ifet us afcribe the iiriiole 
dorf of our being righteous here and 
happy hereafter to G<kl alone. 

To be fliort \ initead of abounding in our 
own Senie, — -of confiding in our own 
Strength, let us beleech God to inftruft us 
more and more in the right Knowledge of 
his Will, and xo aflili us in the worthy 
Performance of it,™to afford us a clear Con^ 
vi£tion of our Inability to difcharge it ex- 
cKife of his Help, and of the Weafcnefs of 
fuch Excufes for Difobedience, as are formed 
oh the Suppofition of our wanting, what 
he in Fa£t copioidly pours down upon us. 
Thus Ae mCitual Neceffity of his Grace and our 
Endeavours being feen wd attended coy that 
will animate us in the Purfuit of good Works, 
and thefe perfiftfcd in wiU eontinu^ly draw 
down further Supplies of the othar, till it 
is confummated in Glory. To wbUb^ &c. 



SERMON 



SERMON V. 



I St. John iii. 2. 
Beloved, n&o) are we the Sons of 
God, and it doth not yet appear, 
what vse jhttll be : hut we inow, 
that tehen be Jhall appear, we 
pall he like him ; for ine Jhall 
fee him ds he is. 

t5 a Spirit ef FeiMidih n^ Sikm. 
\ ia tin Enenkfa of tin &o6 cf V. 
'< ClKift iMiu *« fiift Pitachjng^^v-^ 
I of tMGofj^l, St. jola^ iami 
' of the f<!*cN! Trid9, Inj- (Mnig 
■RnrpfdioiH to Apbft«iP, wKBh the iw* 
Cb ltf^U *buK tx? dtpblM to, ^ffiier h»- 
iDg cautioned them againft Seducen, and 
exhorted them to adale in tbetrutbt which 
they 
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Serm. they had beard from the Beginning (a)^ pro- 
V. cecds to engage them in a ftedfaft Adherence 
to the Faith, from the Greatnefs of the Reward 
annexed to it, being no lefs than eternal Life 
(b). And the Aflbrance thereof by the Ear- 
ned of the Spirit, the UnSlion from the Holy 
One (c). And then he lays the Foundation 
of this Confidence ia the Hearts of Chrif- 
tians on the fmgular Love of God towards 
them, manifefted by his calling them his 
Sons, Behold what manner of Love the Fa- 
ther hath bejiowed upon us^ that we fhould 
be called the Sons of God (d). 

And what could be better calculated to 
keep up the Spirits of the Difciples, than 
fuch weighty and afFefting Confiderations ? 
Which our Apoftle therefore fo earneftJy 
inculcates, becaufe he well knew, that with- 
out thefe Encouragements, their Strength 
would be too prone to fail, their Zeal be 
too apt to be extinguiftied, under the Pref- 
fures, they were fure to meet with; it being 
impoflible, but that Offences muft come 
from an unbelieving World- For they were 
looked upon with a jealous Eye by 
the Centiles, who had been perfuaded to 

think^ 

(a) St. John ii. 24. (i) V. 25. 
{c) V. 20, 27. (^) Ch. iii. I. 
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think, that the Followers of Chrift Jefusdid Serm. 
all contrary to the Decrees of Csefar {e\ V. 
and with a malicious Eye by the Jews, who 
reckoned them no better than impious Sub- 
verters of the Law of Mofes (/), which they 
were prejudiced to fuppofe to be of perpe- 
tual Obligation, 

S o that the Jew and Gentile, who could 

accord in nothing elfe, yet united heartily 

to harrafs and opprefs the Chriftian. Nbr 

could milder Treatment be expeded by 

thofe, who had been exprefsly forewarned, 

that the Difciple is not above his Maftety 

nor the Servant above his Lord (g)^ and 

who well knew, that againft their Lord 

. and Mafter Jefus Chrift, both Herod and 

Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the 

People of Ifrael were gathered together (h) -^ 

whom, after the moft defpiteful Ufage and 

barbarous Indignities offered to him, they 

had with wicked Hands crucified and jlain (i). 

All this, as it was not done in a Cor- 
ner, and was the repeated Subjeft of all the 
Apoftles moft pubiick Difcourfes, they, who 
believed in the Gofpel on their Preaching, 

could 

(f) A6lsxvii. 7, (/) A(!ls xxi. 28. 

{g) St. Matth. X. 24. (h) Adls iv. 27. 

(f ) A£ls ii. 23. 
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Swim, could npt \^ igngrant of j ^ .w«e lj?fides 
V: tau^t to look for as Ht^lc Mercy from 
their Sayipxy's SfteinieB^ as jie .hkpfelf had 
^xrnd, being tp be hate^ of ^11 M^tk /qr 
bis Nam/s ^ake C^). 

Hence the very benevolent,3t.^^^ir ^u^gsd 
it altogether neceflary for him to give the 
l^atdi&Ji. widfT thefe JDti&pucagemsnts; fbme 
Cdi^olatTOO, by l^t^ing tfarm iir Mind;^ diat^ 
however di£k9fl€d;their Cpndiioon mi^ hr, 
4|ill it was re^y pttfia^^le ta tibait of tdsdr 
,Pe;rfecu(Qrs, ^Rid.ujiQn.thcwhde,. mudtj:-ma^ 
;h^ppy ^ well a$ hixiourabku 

Thi3 he dofts in the Wocds. I have: read 
to you i concerning .which^that they acc^ 
^id Ground to Chriftians of thajmcdLoom- 
rfortahle Refleiftioast it (hall he .mp Endea- 
vour to evince in the. pie&nt Dilcouxfe: 
jlVnd I Ihally I prefume,. to. attoleraUklDe- 
.grpe, have obt^^ned this End ;<»*t«whmil have 
fliewn bow and in wbat Senfe we may be 
find 'to be 4he S^s of Godi and* proceeded 
^erw»d» to confider, the Duties and FH- 
vikges wbiek attend tbat bigk^Charafler; 

The Title fif tjeing the Sons of Gcs^has, di- 
ners 
fJ^) Sr. Maith. X. 22. 
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In its primary Sen(e and moft exalted 
Signification, Chrift Jdus our Sayiour» the 
Titji^horny or t^rd^ of every Creature (I) can 
alone be taid. to be the Son of God, as 
liaving been l^^tten by his Almighty Father 
from all Eternity, and being fb the Son of God, 
^ to. be equal to, aod one in EfT^nce, with 
the Father: jis the Father b^tb Life in 
bimfelfy fo batb be ^iven to tbp Son (wluch 
he declares in his Words, and, demonftrates 
ia his Worlds) to have Life in bimfelf ( m) ; 
whereby he is, abfolutely faking the liv- 
ing and true God. 

T'MK Myftery, however incomprchenfi- 
ble, by us, imperfdft- Creatures, ought to be 
received with the utmolb Fullnefs of Aflii- 
rance ; fince it is^ certainly revealed in holy 
Scripture : From which Tcftimony of his in- 
fallible Deftrine -we are fatisfied beyond all 
reafonable 'Doubt, that Jefus is the Son of 
God by an eternal Communication of the 
Godhead, and that this vs the Generation, — 
whereon his Divine Sonfliip is founded, in 
a Way not to be accounted for, nor even 

conceited 

(/) Coloff. i, 15, (m) St. John v. 26. 
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Serm. conceived by Mortals, but infiniteljr exceed- 
V. ing that, whereby any other Beings may be 
called the Sons of God. 

Other Beings however are in a lower 
Senfe faid to be God's Sons, fuch as Angels 
and Men, not indeed by Generation, but 
Creation,-not by a Communication of Sub- 
ftance, but a Derivation of Exiftence, 

The former are thus named in feveral 
Places of the Book of Job (»), where they 
are defcribed under the Title of the Sons 
of God, as coming to prefent themfelves 
before the Lord at certain Seafons, in order 
to attend the Pleafure of his heavenly Ma- 
jefly, and to give an Account of their Mi- 
niftry, and as rejoicing at the Sight of 
this vifible new-formed World, when the 
Morning'ftars Jang together^ and all the 
Sons of God JIdouted for Joy {o). 

The latter are likewife honoured with the 
fame Appellation both in the New Tefta- 
ment and the Old. Adam is exprefsly 
muned the Son of God by the Evangelift 
St. Luke (p) on the Score of his Creation, 

and 

(n) Job i. 6. and ii. i. (o) Job xxxviii. 7. 

(p) St. Lakeiii. 38. 
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and receiying Life immediately from the Serm. 
Hands of his Maker ; and all Mankind are V, 
1q denominated by the Prophet Malacbi in 
thefe Queftibns, which he aflcs, Have we not 
all one Father? Hath not one God created 
us? (i). 

But neither in this Senfe of the Words 
is it, that we are in the Paflage before us 
pronounced to be the Sons of God. For as 
much as All, who are Partakers of human 
Nature, are in this Refpcft on the lame 
Footing, equally God*s Offspring in virtue 
of their being formed or created by him. 

Whereas Chriftians, to whom our Apo- 
ftle particularly addrefles himfelf, are faid 
here to be the Sons of God in Oppofition 
to the reft of t^e World, and confequently 
the Name muft be attributed to them in a 
more reftrained Signification, derived, not fo 
much from the Right of Creation, as of 
Adoption, which ftill is a Spiritual Crea- 
tion, and much more valuable than 
the natural 3 and by |leafon of their being 
admitted into a new Covenant of Grace 
with God, and regenerated, landtified and led 

by his blefled Spirits 

M ' That 

(f ) Malachiii. ro. 




1^2 SERMONS on feveral 

Serm. 
V. That thb is the Truth of the Cafe be- 
fore us, we have abundant Room to con- 
clude from what is obfervable in the c^d 
Covenant. For if the People of Ifn^el wcr^ 
entitled the Children of God on Account of 
the Covenant of the Law made with them 
and their Fathers^ tho' it kept them,, as it 
were, under Bondage, and treated them ra- 
ther like Servants, than Sons; How much* 
more juftly may the Difciples of Jefus^ be 
fo reputed vmder the more liberal Dil^en- 
fatk)n of the Gofpcl ? 

And yet thus are the Ifraelites flyled by 
Mofes (r) : Ye arCy fays he, tU Children of 
the Lord yopr God : For thou, art m holy 
People unto the Lord thy God^ and the Lord 
bath c ho/en thee to be a peculiar People 
unto bimfelfy above all the If of ions that are 
upon the J^arth. . Now this was by no Means 
true in the Senfe of their refembling -him, 
and bein^ dutiful to ' him, or holy by an 
iriw^d teal change of Mind and Dilpofi- 
tion : For he himfelf elfewhete frequently 
affirms of thfe fame People, that they had 
corrupted themfelves. — xhdtthey had forfaken 
God that made them^ and lightly efieemed the 

Rock 

(r) j;)c#. adv. I, %^ 
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Rock of ibeir Salvation^ — that they, provoked Sejlm. 
him to Jealoufy <Jbith firdrige Gods^ and the V- 
like to be tnct Ivitk hi every Part of the 
BHyle : And the mafiy Inftances there left on 
Record of their Difobedience and Idolatry 
are undeniable Proofs, that they could not 
be called O'^d's Children, or deemed holy 
'for the Sake of their internal Holinefs, or 
Gonverlion front what they werd by Nature 
* to a god-like Temper of Soul and virtuous 
Practices % but oidy in Reg^ of their be- 
ing fepaiatcd frcrfl die reft of Mankiiid by 
a: facred and divine Inftitution. 

And that Mofif^ Meaning is not to Be 
zxif otherWiie und^rftood, his^ owA Wbrcfs 
phinly make appear: For on telling the 
Jews' that th^ were ihe Children of Coi 
and 4in holy Peofky he adds by way of Ex- 
plication, th^t the Lord tisd chofen diem 
to be a pecuUar People unto himfelfl When 
all the World befides had' eftranged them- 
{t\sft% froni God^~had forfaken hisWor- 
ftiip, and retained not fo much as the 
Knowledge of liim in their Hearts^ he made 
Choice of the Pofterity of his- Friend for the 
Sake of their Ancertor*s fmgular Faith and 
Piety, and for other weighty Reafons beft 
detcrmiiicd" by hi$ infinite Wifiioiri if w^m 

M 2 ' '*hs 
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Serm. he adopited for his Sons, and entered into 

V. fuch a League with them, as was moft fuit- 

^''^^^^^'^able to their Genius and Circumftances, and 

which was to lail, till the appointed proper 

Seafon arrived for a better to take Place. 

Accordingly, in due Time, a more ex. 
cellent one did fucceed *, and though it was, 
for Caufes, to be fure, fufliciently impor- 
tant, fufpcndcd and with-held from many 
Generations, yet when the Fulnefs of Time was 
come J St. Paul informs us, God fent forth 
bis Son made of a JVomatij made under the 
LaWy to redeem them that were under the 
Law J that we^ i. e. the Jews, as well as the 
Gentiles, mighty both by Faith in Chrift 
Jefus, receive the Adoption of Sons (s). 
That Apoftle acknowledges, that ta the 
Ifraelites did once appertain the Adoption^ 
and the Glory^ and the Covenants^ cxclufive 
of all others (t). But now, fays another, 
to as many, as receive bim^ be they Gentiles 

or Jews, docyhe give the Power, and Right, 
to become thk Sons af God (u). All Man- 
kind, ever finte the Appearance of the Mef- 
fiah, in whom t^rere compleated*God*s great 
Defigns for tKe Redemption of the World, 

are 

. (s) Gallat. iv. 4, j. ff) Rom. ix. 4. 

(«) St. John J.-12, 
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ire invited to enter into a more estenfive, Se rm, 
as well as fpiritual Covenant, — into the new ^' 
Covenant ratified by Jelus Chriflt, which 
gives them a prefent federal Title to the 
Adoption of Sons. 

This State however, of Dignity and Ad- 
vantage, though we are introduced into it 
by the Favour of God and the Charity of 
Men, yet we cannot be kept in it by Com- 
pulfion, without our own voluntary Con- 
fent •, — the Relation may be cancelled, as well 
as at firft acquired ; and to thofe alone is the 
Charafter of iDeing the Sons of God conti- 
nued, who on arriving at Years of Difcre- 
tion, having been before bound by Cove- 
nant unto him, confcientioufly attend to the 
Obligations they are brought under, and 
often folemnly renew them according to the 
eftabliftied Form, — who are not only born 
of Water, and initiated into the Chriftian 
Church by Baptifm, but born alfo of the Holy 
Ghpft, — who are truly fanftified in the inner 
Man, ever freely led by the Impulfcs of divine 
Grace, obtained in the right Ufe of the Means 
thereof, and beiijg enabled, are diligent to per- 
form the Terms knd Articles they ftand en- 
gaged in. Thefe are they, who fhall be 
.accounted worthy to poffcfs the eternal In^ 

M 3 heriuncc 
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• 

Serm. hcriuncp of God's Children,r,-to enjoy the 
y. Happinpis of the Wprld to come, and con- 
fpquimtly may mpft truly, be called the 
Son? of Qod, being the Sons of the Refur- 
region to everlafting Gloryi 

But waving <hc Priyll?g0s of the Sons of 
God in this place, I ihall proceed as I pro- 
pofed, prfvioiifly to confid^r the Duties in- 
cumbent on them, to which thefe Privile- 
ge^ ore annexed. 

And here, ^ Chriftiajis arc tiiie Sons of 
Gpd^ not pn^y by Creadon, but Adoption, 
it is their pjfipcipal Duty to attempt the 
nearest Jmitatioa of their heavenly Father, 
that his infinite Superiority will admit of. 
If we are hi^ Children, it is- a laudable 
Ambition to aim at fome Rjefembl^iice of 
him in all his cpmmunicable Pterfeftions, 
and theff are his moral Attributes of Juftice, 
Truth, Qppcjinefs, Purity, <hQ. Difplay of 
which, an4 the like, ift ij^nded to, be ^ 
Pattern for us to cppy ai^pr, aad' in, this 
Refpeft lye an? comnjaj^^ . to. be Folfnmxs 
efGoi as dear Cbildrfni (x)\ That a Son 
fhpuld be the very Im^gg of hi| Father ia 
co^^funonly ieen : It i$ na^ur^ ^r Childicu to. 

he 

{x) Ephef. V. I. 
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be liki their, eaithly J^AteAts, ai in Pcrfoh, S^Rti^ 
to ih Behavi6ut j ahci bur ftaridirig in tlit^ J^r 
Rdatiori t6 6dd, murir call for our like-* ^^ 
nefs bf hifh in the qfte View, fiiice there 
can b^ iibnk in the other. So that we do 
very abfurldly tx)aft of our divine Original, 
whilft our, Aftions riotorioutly ^ive the Lye 

' 'tor • < . ,0 *^ w 

to ovir wofds. 



iij 



VviOtLiGATt Manners cart 6nly argue a 
Man to be'of bafe E^tr^idA: And whit 

induced our Saviour to brand fomc of the 

• , • , , , . . . ^ 

Jews, who all prided themfdves with the Title 
of the Sons of God,— With being in Rcali^ 
the Children of tke Devil, was their indul^* 
ing the iLufts in their Hearts, and tran- 
icribing in theif Lives the Works, of lucli 
a Fathef. »He rightly concluded, tliat a 
proud envious ^ Temper, cpuld be derived 
but.frdfti the Parent of Pride arid Envy, 
ittid J^ malitipus murdering Spirit from 
hiih alone:,- vfh6 was a Mkrdererfrm the J^e- 
ginning (y). . \ 

As a Tree is known by its Fruits, Co 
2gt' the Son^ of God by an holy Demean- 
our, cohfonant to that ihoft honourable Fa- 
renttge. They vrho if6 fenfibTe of the 

. M4 Dignity 

ft 

(y) ^^' Johhviii. 44. 
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S^RM. Dignity of their new Birth and of that di- 
V. vine Life, to wjiich they are begotten again^ 
will be very cautious, how they fafhion 
themfelves according to the Carriage of fuch, 
as are without God, or without juft Notions 
of God, ia the World, — as inftead of re- 
commending themfelveai to the. Endearments 
of his Love by ftudying to refemble him, 
ftrive to provoke his Anger by engaging in 
thofe vile Courfcs, which are equally oppo- 
.iite to his Nature and his Will. 

But his genuine Children, knowing their 
Duty, and fixing their Eyes on the Rock 
from whence they were hewn ( z ), will mind 
nothing fo much, as how to (hine in their 
native Brightnefs, and to behave in an harm- 
lefs and itreproyeable Manner, as the Sons 
of God without Rebuke. Thetf great Care 
will be to difeharge their Obligations, in 
Kind, though not in Degree^ arifmg from 
this their lord's Command, Be ye perfe^^ 
even as your Father ^ which is in fieaven^ is 
perfeU (a). They will labour to adorn 
their Souls with, the like fpuituaj Excellen- 
cies, thoiigh in a ytSi^y inferior Meafure,— 
they will conform their Ways, as much as 
may be, to the compleat Model placed be- 
fore them. ^5 

(z) I&i. li. I . (a) St. Ma^h. V. 48. 
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Serm. 
As their infinite Father is abfolutely T- 
righteous in all, his Doings, and holy in all 
his Worksj fo will they in their Propor- 
tion be no Strangers to Righteoufnels and 
true Holinefs 5 — as aU Jiis Proceedings are full 
of Judgment an4 Juftice, and he is a God 
of Truth, and altogether free from Iniquity, 
fo will they give earneft Heed to be ftriftly 
true and juft both in their Speech and 
Dealings; — as he is perfeftly good and gra- 
cious, exercifing loving Kindnefs, and diC- 
penfing Mercy over all his Works, fowili 
they ftudioufly difplay a fervent, unfeigned, 
univerfal Charity, whilft they have Oppor- 
tunity, doing Good unto all Men, and ferv- 
ing one anothei: in Love; — and, in fhort, 
as far forth as they can difcover, either by 
Reafon or Revelation, the imitable Excellen- 
cies of the God and Father of all, which may 
never fo faintly be copied out by them, will 
they ufe all Diligence to draw them forth in 
their Manners and Behaviour, as becomes 
afFeftionate and obedient Children. 

And as the Sons of God muft follow 
his Example dutifully, fo mufl: they fubmit 
to his Dilpenfations patiently ; nay, what- 
ever Affli(5tions he is pleafed to vifitthem 

with. 



lyo SERMONS^;* feveral 

Serm. with, it behoves ^them to bear all, notoi^y 
V. with Cahnneft and Rcfigrtaiicta, bu^ with 
Chearfiihiefs and Joy; khowiiig thii, thit 
worldly Calamities are the fUre Marks 6i 
God's paternal Regard;— ^that nJohm tbe Lord 
lovetb be cbafienttb^ aftd fcourgetb every tofi^ 
whom be receiveth (b). '• He eorreSetb btm, 
as a Fatber tbe Sen in' whom be delight- 
etb (c). But that if any one li noitbdut 
Cbaftifementj wbereof all are Partakert^ then 
is be a Baftardj — treated as dHe, and not a 
Son (d). 

Tut ReaTon, which the wife Man urge?, 
why a prudent Father fhould chaften his 
Son betimes, holds good in Application t6 
the oldeft of God'^s Children ; Foolijhnefs is 
hound in the Heart of eiv^ery one of vis^ tttt 
the Red and Reproof give Wifdom (e). We 
have all of us Faults to be amended. Vir- 
tues to be improved ;. and it is in the Fur- 
nace of Adverfity, that we are refined 
mA purifkd,-^it is in the School of Difci-' 
pline that we muft be taught our Duty. 

God affli&eth not wiffingly, nor gnev- 
eth his Children among Men, butforlpme 

fubftantirf 



• A* • mi 



(b) Heb. xH. 6. (c) Prov. iii. 12. 

{d) Heb. xii. 8. ( ^ ) Prov. jcxix. 15. 
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fubifamtial Caufc: Natural £vil$ are infii£bed Serm. 
ia order to produce moral Good« If then ^^ 
we have bad Fathers of our Flejb^ who cot^ 
rented usy and we gave them Reverence •, Jhall 
we not much rather he in SubjeSlion to the 
Father of Spirits- and live ? For they verily for 
a few Days chajiened us^ as feemed good unto 
them \ but he for our Profit^ that we might 
he Partakers of his Holinefs (f) — our natural 
Parents have chaftifed us according to their 
Humours and Paffions, and with a View, 
for the moft Part, to our civil Conduft, 
and for the Furtherance of our Welfare in 
this Life. Whereas our Divine Parent lays 
his corre6ting Hand on us fbfey for our 
ipiritual and eternal Benefit ; that he may re- 
ftore hi& lacred Image withm us, defaced by 
Ungodlineis,— -may make us to refemble 
him in Purity, and thereby, qualify us to. 
participate widi him in Bleflednds. 

. And ihall we, as too n?any do (fuchis. their 
Impatieoi^e !) murmur and rcpina at God's fa- 
therly StV'erities ? Shall we fly ia the Face, 
of Providence, ^* every thing, goea not oa 
ea/y * and fmqodi with us ? Shall we both, 
receive Good at God's Hand un.thankfully,, 
and; Evil difcontentedly ? Or (hall we pre- 

fently 

' (f) Hcb. xii. 9, 10. 
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SfeRM. fently be upon the Fret, .and complain of 
V. injurious Treatment on meeting with a fea- 
(bnable Check in our wild and perhaps 
otherwife ruinous Career? 

Though no Cbajlening feemetb to be in 
the Hour of buffering, joyous^ but grievous : 
Never tbelefs^ afterward it yieldetb the peace- 
able Fruit of Rigbteoufnefs unto tbem wbicb 
are exercifed thereby (f). The Sons of God 
know it their Duty and their Intcreft to 
bear all Things with a pious Submiflion -, — 
they are perfuaded to think, th^ God's 
Judgments are rights and that in very Faith- 
fulnefs^ in pure Compaffion^ he hath affiiSed 
them (g)^ to wean them from the dangerous 
Pleafures of Senfe, with which they are too. 
much inclined to be captivated, and to raiie 
their Affections to heavenly Qbjefts^ which 
they are as prone to overlook ip a Grqwd 
of earthly Enjoyments. 

» » 
As long as every Thing goes well with 

us, and all our Projefts fucceed to the Height 
of our Expeftations, and we feel the full 
Satisfaftion of a moft profpel-ous Life, we 
fancy it is good for us to be here, and con- 
cern ourfelves but little, too little, in mak- 
ing 

f/JHeh' xii, ii. fgj Pf. cxix. 75. 
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ing Provifion for a comfortable Futurity. Serix. 
Is this the FoUy and Iitconfideratenefs of V. 
of God's moft dutiful Children ? And muft 
he not prefume to reprove them, and fet be-» 
fore them their Faults and their Danger ? 
Let us not be fo much Children in Under- 
ftanding, as to lament, where we ought to 
rejoice. If our Almighty Father leflcns our 
Store, or embitters our Cup, he does it, 
becaufe he fees the one is fo palatable, as 
to tempt us to too large Draughts, the other 
fo plentiful, as to excite a Confidence in un- 
certain . Riches, rather than in the living 
God. And if he throws Rubs in our Way, 
it is to divert us from the wrong Courfe 
we are running, and to recall us to him- 
felf. 

God is the beft Judge, what Correc- 
tions are necefiary for Man ; and, as we ace 
fure, he will load us with no Burdens, but 
for our Advantage, it is our Part to bear, 
what he puts upon us, with a ferene and 
cteerful . Mind, — to behave under Chaftife- 
ment with that Refignation, which a .Senfe 
of our ill Dcfert Ihould infpire,^— to let no 
Sufferings abate our Lx>ve to God, which 
are Proofs of his Love to us, — nojr to be. de- 
jeAed in Spirit for the Sake of any bodily 

. Evils ; 
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Serm. Evils ; but to footh our troubled Hearts witfir^ 
V. this Confideration, that whnk we an Judged^ 
we are cbajlened of the Lord^ that we Jbouid 
not he condemned with tbefVorld\b). And that 
in the cakneft Times and inoft favourable 
Circumftances, // is through much Trihdation 
we muft enter into the Kingdom pf God (i). 

Pat I £ n c £ and even Thank&&xefs 
being then the Expreflion of a r^t Tem- 
per in God's Children under his Disci- 
pline, Contentment and . Satisfadion certainly 
fiiits them bell under his Indu^jchce. There 
is no one, who does not find fomc Bleffings 
in Life amidft the Troubles of it,^ and with 
thefe, be they many or few, qught every 
Chriftian to be eafy ; as they are not ftriffly 
his Portion, but Accommodations only on 
the Road to an endlefs PoiBeffion : To- fecore 
which is his chief Bufrnd^, and &ould be his 
man Care. 

Let them be over fiond o£i and intent 
about, worldly Enjoyments, whole Taftes and 
Aims, Hopes and Expcftations rife no higher*- 
But let the Sons of God r^ard this Earthy 
a& a Wildemcfi to be travelled through, 
before, they can. reach the Confines^ of tk&P 

. promiiy 

fkj r Cof. xi. 32. (/) Aai xiv. it. 
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promifed Land : And if they may meet Serm,. 
Mfif h tolq:abk Cqaveaiencies to fuhfiftthem ^^ 
in ti^ P^ffilge,, t;hey iiee.d not defire more; 
njkore WQidd hi mher hurtful than ufcfol, — 

would ferve only to detain or incumber 
them,— rto entice them out of their right 
Way, car retaatd their Ptogrefs ia it. 

What is really beneficial for hi^ Children, 
aa; their heajrenly Father mofl: clearly dif- 
CGB^ ^. mU he mpft tenderly provide. The 
CoQfida^tkm of hh infkiite Power and 
Goodta£& will efFeftually prevent all doubt- 
ful Mijigpfvings witkUi them. And fo k)Dg 
a& we may, fecuitly depend en obtsdning 
vdiat is ne^odfol, and very often ol^erve, 
that much moie is beftowed than bareNe- 
cetpuics, it is abrfurd, as weU as finlul to em- 
pkty all our Thoughts and our Days on 
tl;^ perifhing Goods of this Life, to the 
ihameful Negled: of what has aa abundsuitly 
better Right to our warmeft Applica- 
tion, — of fach Goods, as fhalf remain for 
ever. 

r 

t 

This^b are the peculiar Dutie;s of the 
Sons of God, which moft of all diffinguifli 
them from the Children of this World and ' 
of the Evil One. 

And 
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Serm. 
V. And to encourage us in* a Behaviour in 

all Points anlwering to fo glorious a Title, * 

I go on to obferve the Privileges annejted 

to it. 

The firft, in Order of Time and wor- 
thy of our Notice, is, that on our being made 
God's adopted Sons, and recdved into the 
Covenant of Grace by Baptifm, we obtain 
the Pardon of all our Sins, and being pui^ed 
fix)m them we are wafitedj we are fanSiJud 
in the Name of our Lord Jefus^ and by 
the Spirit of our God (k). Through the 
Lavcr of R^eneration we are tranflated 
from our natural State of Enmity with God 
to a fpiritual State of Favour and Reconci- 
liation with him,^ — we, who were afar off, 
are brought nigh and accepted in the Be- 
loved (l)^ — are admitted into his Family, 
and treated as his Children. 

But in this Affair it imports us, as much 
as the Value of the Privilege amounts to, 
to be convinced, that this Mercy of Adop- 
tion is not abfolute, but conditional : For. 
although the Grant be made, and the Con- 
trafl: executed on God's Part, yet is it 
without faving EfFeds on ours, unlefs wc 

perform 

(i) I Cor. vi. n. f/J Ephcf^ u 6. ii. 13. 
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perform the appointed Conditions of Faith SerM. 
and Repentance, as far forth as we are ca- ^ 
pable of performing them. ^ God, as he has 
made us, is ever ready to continue us Heirs 
to Salvation; however we may difinherit 
our felves : And we certainly forfeit our 
Title, if we do not fulfil the Terms, on 
which it is founded^ They are, according 
to the Gofpcl-charter (and by no other can 
we fafely form our Judgments, or fquare our 
Actions) a right Belief of God's facred 
Word, and a penitent Renunciation of every 
evil Work* 

But ihould any Man fet up other Evi- 
dences of Adoption, and amufe his Fancy 
with the Affurance pf^ Forgivenefs and Ac- 
ceptance on imaginary Terms of his own 
framing, and not on a faithful Heart and 
an exemplary Life, by the one to fatisfy 
the World, by the other himfelf, he is blind 
in fpite of his bold Pretenfions to new 
Lights, and knows nothing of his Situation 
with a View to the Divine Favour, as he 
ought to know. To prove, that we enjoy 
the Sanftification of the Spirit, whereby v>e 
cry J Abbay Father (m) vrc muft bring forth 
his pr(^r Fruits, which are the Graces and 

N Virtues 

{m) Gal. iv. 6. 
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S£RM. Virtues of an holy Life : On thefe aione can 
V. we Kufe a well-grounded Hope,, that God 
will for Chrift*s Sake forgive 13s all, that is 
paft ; and it is the good Chriftian's fingulajr 
Prerogative to have by fpeciaj Covenant a 
Right to Sonlhip on theft Conditions, tho* 
not through any Merit of his own. Per- 
formances, but thrdugh the aU-fufficient Me- 
rits of a crucified Redeemer. 

Whilst the reft of the World, wJbo arc 
not buried with Chrift by fiaptifm into 
Death, remain as AUens and Strangers in 
their original forlorn Separation from God, 
are reithcr his adopted Children, nor the liv- 
ing Members of his Houfchold, but muft 
be left wholly to his uncovraanted Mercy. 
And (hould they difcover, as they may, ftom 
the moft obvious Notions of the Divine At- 
tributes afforded them by the Dawningsicf 
Reafon, that they Ihall receive np unjuft,, or 
unequal Treatment from God, it being the 
Dictate of Nature, that the Judg^ of all tbfi 
Earth Jhall do right ; ftiU what folid Com- 
fort can this yield them ? When they are at 
the fame Time confcious of many aggra- 
vated Offences, for which the Wrath of 
God is due, and the fevereft of his Ven- 
geance may be poured out : Nor are they 

apprized 
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^prised of any fore Method to reconcile Serm. 
their fcnraged Nftiker, and ftay his uplifted 
Arm. 

Thi^ m4ft be the deplorable Cafe of fuch, 
ias being Strangers to the Covenants and 
the Promifes, either carelefsiy negied, orper- 
verfely rcfufe.to bear a true Faith, and fti- 
pulate a fuitable Obedience unto God, — 
either know nothing of the Conditions, or 
difdain to clofe widi them, on which he 
has pronounced himfelf ready to be appeafed, 
and wilHng to readmit Sinners to Mercy ? 
And: yet thefe Men muft be fadly fenfible, 
on a very flight Refledtion, that they are 
not without Tranfgrcflion, — that they have 
not always, and in all Things walked accord- 
ing to tiie Light, they had, and difchar^d 
the Obligations, they found themfelves 
under. 

Or. granting, that they were inclined to 
Repentance and Submiffion 5 yet it they pre- 
sumed on their own Works, rather than 
threw themfelves on God's Mercy through 
Chrift, — if they trufted in their own Expref- 
fions of Duty without fuing out their Par- 
don in the eftablilhed Form, inftead of pa- 
cifying and making. God their Friend, they 

N 2 would 
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Serm. would but exafperate him to become more 
V. ' their Enemy. For a Sinner cannot demand, 
nor deferve Forgivenefs : It is the free AA 
of the Divine Bounty ; the Deity alone is the 
Difpenfcr of it, and Man the Receiver : 
Shall we then dare to prefcribe . Articles to 
him, and fcom to be forgiven but in our 
own Way ? 

It is in and through Baptifm, as the 
ftated -Channel and Inflrument of Convey- 
ance, that we muft look to meet with Re- 
million of Sins ; this is the Deed, whereon 
is grounded our Chriftian Cl^m to it, and 
in which, as in a Contraft, a Title is made 
over to us in this firft Stq) to God's Fa- 
vour, the fure Pledge of all his other Blcf- 
(ings, if no Obftacle intervene on our Side. 
And this being the Purport of the new C07 
venant according to the exprefs Words of 
holy Scripture, Repent and be baptized every 
one of you in the Name of the Lord Jefus 
Chrijiy for the Remiffion of Sins (n)y and 
arife and be baptized^ and wa/h away ihy 
Sins (0). It undeniably follows, that the 
Sons of God, and none but they, who are 
made fo by the walhing of Regeneration, have 
a confirmed Right to this Privilege of Pardon. 

What- 

[n) Aasii. 38. (0) Aasxxii. 16. 
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Serm. 
Whatever others may find, or any cha- ' V* 

ritably think, that they ihall find, it is^-^'V''^ 

what none c^ with a^ fiahiefs of Aflurance 

promife them, nor can they confidently pro- 

mife. it to thcnifelves. And the Situation of 

thofe, who are begotten again to a Uvely 

Hope, is as much better than theirs, who 

are left to their doubtful Surmifings, as the 

highefl: Certainty in the moft momentous 

Afi^air is preferable to a bare Poflibility of 

Succefs. 

But we muft, after all, diftinguifti between 
fuch as are now under an unavoidable Neceflity 

of being' excluded from the Family of God, 
and fuch as prophanely defpife the Privilege 
of being his adopted Sons. The Cafe of 
the firft is truly compaffionable, and tho* 
they have no formal Grant of Pardon made 
over to them, yet do they feem . to be fit 
Objefts of that unbounded Mercy, which is 
over all God's Works. However tlie lafl: 
can have no Pretence to that Favour, whic^i 
they rudely pufh from them, when offered, 
and, inftead of feeking to be juftified in 
God's Way, perfift in the moft barefaced 
Oppofition to it, and in doing Defpite to the 
Spirit of Grace (p). 

N 3 Thu 

{fj Heb. X. 29. 
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V. This carries us on to another Privilege 

of the Sons of God : Who, as they are bom 
not only of Water, but alfo of the Spuit, 
have a new Principle of Holinefs infilled 
into them, — have Nourilhment fupplied for 
their fpiritual Growth, — are transformed hy 
the renewing of their Minds (q)j — and are 
empowered, if they are not miferably defi- 
cient in their Endeavours, to continue blame- 
lefs unto the End, and advance to Manhood 
in that filial State, into which they are 
afrefh bom. 

They are fanftified through the Holy 
Ghoft at firft more imperfeftly by the Bap- 
tifmal Confecration, and afterwards more 
compleatly by a vital proper Holinefs. He 
is their Guide and their Inftruftor, their Com- 
forter and their Perfefter; he leads them 
into all Tmth, not by affording any new 
Infpirations, but by enlightening their Minds 
to know and embrace the old, the written 
Diftates of the Divine Will once delivered 
to the Saints (r)^ and he enables them to 
obey the Tmth, not by any forcible Impulles, 
which may be felt, but by an Operation 
gentle and imperceivable ; though very mar 

nifeft in the Effefts 5 when the Children of 

God 

(fj Rom. xU 2. (r) St. Jude iii. 
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God produce the Fruit of the Spirit in all Serm, 
Goodnefs^ and, Rigbteoufnefs^ and Truth (s)j V. 
when through the Influence of the fame blcf- 
fed Spirit they abound in HopCy and are filled 
with ' all Joy and Peace in Relieving f/J,— — 
are Jirengtbened with Might in the inner 
Many and are rooted and grounded in Love (u): 

TrtESE Scripturc-expreffions however ought 
to be underftood in a qualified Senie, left 
tJiey fliould ' incline to that deliifive Enthu- 
fiafm, which fober Reafon abhors, or to that 
fecure Prtfunaption, which . true Religion 
condemns. It i$ a dreadful Miftakc, to 
think, that the Holy ^^pirit afts in, and 
with the Faithful' by ^ impetuous and all*** 
commanding Violence, or that he doth all 
thofe great Things for the Sons of God by 
vehemently overbearing their Choice and 
Judgment. He leads, but he does not drive ; 
they are at Liberty to follow him in the 
direft Path to Glory, or to withdraw from 
under his Guidance, and relinquifh their own 
Happinefs: And this is too often the Event, 
in fome for a Time, in others for ever. 



N 4 That 

(s) Ephef. V. 9. ft) Roir. xv. 13, 

(«) Ephef. iii. i6» 17. 
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Serm. ' 

^ • That the Regenerate ftiovild be liable 

'^"'^^^'''"^ frequently to tranfgrefs, is by no Means 
ftrange during the prefent Seafon of their 
Trial : For without fuch a Power, where 
would their Probation be? But it is their 
further Privilege not to be immediately loft, 
as foon as they go aftray : They are fought 
after like wandering Sheep by their Shep- 
herd, — are invited and aflifted to come back 
into the Fold, — are kindly received oh their 
Repentance and Amendment, — and have an 
Atonement always ready to be applied on 
the Return to their Duty \ which they ne- 
ver fail of finding, if they are careful to look 
for it in the appointed Pltec and Manner, 
/. €, if tliey prepare themfelves to feaft on 
Chrift's Mi^rits in one Sacrament, as they 
have betn cloathed with them in the other, 
4nd fpiritually ^at the Flejb qf the Son of 
M4n and drink his Bload (x\ tj^^reby pa|-- 
taking of the Oixcellent Fruits and Benefits 
of his Sacrifice : For then they h^ve eternal, 
hifey and he wiH raife tkem up at the Uft 
Bay (y), . 

The Sons of God are not only baptized 
into $ne Bcdy^ but are, made te drink into 

(x) 5t. John vi. 53, Cr) V, 54. 
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pne spirit (z% they have the Prmnife of the Se rm. 
Father {a)y the Prefcncc of the Holy Ghoft y* 
always willing to help them in their Con- 
verfion : Who, thoiigh he fufpends his Influ* 
ence, where he perceives them bafely per- 
fifting in their Pollutions, yet he mpves their 
relenting Hearts to Reformation^ — infuies 
penitent Thoughts, — excites them to Hu- 
militaion,™gives Strength to their Contri- 
tiiM), — revives their Faith, and fixes their Pur- 
pofe of ftrider Obedience, — nor does he give 
them over to a reprobate Mind, ever after 
repeated Rdapfes •, as long as there is any 
Profpeft of their Recovery : But . he pities 
them, when he cannot^ delight in than. And 
if being efcaped out of the Snare of the 
Devil, they do not fall back again^ and 
grieve him anew, he vouchfafes to take up 
his fettled Refidence within them, makes them 
his Temple, and ccmduds them &fe through 
a World of Temptations. ' 

These are the moft valuable Privileges of 
the Sons of God in this Life : Towards the 
Attainment whereof they have their Saviour 
to plead on their Behalf, as a moft prevail- 
ing Advocate in Heaven,, and the Bleffed- 

Spirit to enable them, as a moft powerful 

Affiftan^ 

(z) \ Cor, xii. I J. {a) St. Luke x^v. 49, 
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Smm. AflTifhoitj 0^ ]petitkm fw thettifelv^sj on Earth. 
V. That Dlriile Perfon inttttodd for them, and 
this teaches them what to afl^, ^xA how to 
|H^9 and qcoSfies them tb offer up in an 
acceptable manner thai Qrititaal Sacrifice of 
Devotion^ w&idv is no le& their Privilege 

Ihan their Duty* 

- - - ' • • • 

And an h^ Hcmout mdft it be, fbt 
finful Duft and Aibcs to maintain a €orro^ 
ipondcnce widi Hea^en^ atAi carry on anr 
Intercouyfe widi cor Modcer^ — ^though pre^ 
ftnt in thei Body; not ta be alt6|gether ab- 
fent from tlte Lord in S^hit^ aiid to enjoy 
Us gractouB r Prefence in dus Life, till ^y 
fiiail be imarodnccd into lus ^ribiis Preience 
tficx) the j!Kxt. 

4 r 

NiiTHUt is it more honourd:^ than be- 
ficial for chem to hav« an eafy and free 
Accefs to their heavenly Fpther, and an Af:R 
furancc, that their Addrefles will be kindly 
received by him, — an Affiirance, that the 
very Things they a£k, or in lieu of them 
flich Advantages of Mind and Body, as 
infinite Wifdom fees much more con- 
venient for them, will be brflowed, founded 
on' this exprels Promife of their dear Re- 
deemer, AJk and ye Jhall receive : For if yc 

being 
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iging mt^ ibwie/, bo^ t& give gwid Gifli Svam; 
mt& j9Uf Chiidreftj hom much moreftfalfyviit* Y' 
heofveuly Father give geai Things^ and cvcit 
his holy ^pifHt^ t6 them that ajk him ? (h). ^ 

Bi/T how Valtiabk foevcr thte Piivilcgesr • 
are, which the Sons of God have ih Pof^ 
fefliM, yet they' M far fhort hi V^hie of 
^fe, to which the^ hare a Rcvcrfionary 

Title. 

... 

Although, as tJie natural' Dcfcendant^ 
of Adam^ the Sehtenee of Mort^ity pafle<J 
upon him, Dufi thou^ art^ and to Duft Jhali 
thou returf$ {e\ n^uft extend to them, for 
that all havtfimiei {dj. Yet fhort is the Ene-^ 
mies Triumph ;--the Conquteror Mmfelf nfniff 
be er*e long conquered ; the Children dF God 
are the Childiren of the Refuiteftion-;—- and 
now is Chrifi rifen from the Dead, and he^ 
come the Firft-fruits of them that Jkpt(e). 

When Chrijty who is their Head, and 
idfe jBall appear y then fhalt alfo hb living 
Members, the bleffed Children of his Father^ 
appear with him in Glory (f). When the 
meek Savfour ftiall put on the awful Majefly 

•' '■' '" of 

{b) St Matth. vii. II. St. Lake xi. 13. 

[c) Gen. iii. ig. (d) Rom. v. 12., , 

(e) 1 Cor. XV. 20. (fi CoiofT. ui. 4. 
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$£R.M. of ^e Judge, and come to render to every 
V. one according to his Works, God's adopted 
Sons fhall be transformed into his Like- 
nefs: When our Lord Jefus fhall defcend 
from Heaven, and the laft Trump (hall 
awake the Dead, He jball change our vile 
Body^ that it may be fafhioned like unto jbis 
glorious Bodyy according to the mighty .work^ 
ingj whereby he is able even to Jubine all 
Things to him/elf (g). What // fo^n in 
Corruption^ fhall then be rai/ed in Incorrupt 
tion^ what is fown in Dijhomur fhall be 
raifed in Glpry^ what is fown in Weaknefs 
fhall be raifed in Power y what /; f&wn a 
'natural Body fhall be raifed a fpiritual 
Body (h). And when the Bodies of the 
righteous Children of God fhall be ^us raifed 
in perfeft Beauty, they fhall be no more 
liable to W^nt or Decay,. bqt fhall fubfift 
without the Help of Food or Nourifhpnent, 
or any Tendency to a further DiOTolution,--' 
they fhall be no more fubjedt to Weaknefs, 
Paul or Grief i but be ma4e impaffible of Evil, 
and adorned with a never-fading Health, 
Strength and Brightnef^. 

They, who have un^ergpne a fpiritual 
Refurreftion, and are rifen from the Death 

; • . . of 

CiJ Pliil. ill. 21, (^) I Cor. XV. 42, 43, 44. 
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of Sin unto a Life of Righteoufncfs, are fure Szku. 
of enjoying a real Refurreftion to a Life cter- V. 
nal. For if they are the Children of God, then 
are they Heirs j Heirs of God and Joint-beirs 
with Chriji (iX and if the Spirit of him^ 
that raifed up Jefus from the Dead^ dwell in 
you J he^ that raifed Chriji from the Heady Jhall 
alfo quicken your mortal Bodies by his Spirity 
that dwelleth in you (k)y TVhen therefore 
this Corruptible Jhall have put on Incorrupt 
Jiotty and this Mortal fhall have put on Im-- 
mortality^ then Jhall be brought to pafs the 
Sayings that is written^ Death is fwallowed 
up in Viilory (I). 

From thenceforth they Ihall be as the An^ 
gels which are in tieaven^ as eternally blefled 
and glorious {m). The Inheritance^ which 
is referved for them, is incorruptible and 
undefiledy and fuch as fadeth riot away ( n ),' 
and // our earthly Houfe were diffolved^ wc 
have a Building of Gody an Houfe not made, 
with HandSy eternal in the Heavens (0). 

This is the Manifejlatien of the Sons of 
Gody which the earneji ExpeSlation of the 
Creature waiteth for (p) •, — this is an Ad- 
vancement 

(i) Rom. viii. 17. (k) V. 11. 

(/) I Cor. XV. 54. (m) St. Matth. xxii. 30, 

(n) I St. Pet. i. 4. {0)2 Cor. v. i. 

(p) Rom. viii. 19. 



* 
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Serm. vancement m Honour and Dignity, becoming 
V. the Relation they (land in to their infinite Sa- 
' viour, who condefcends to call them Brethren >-- 
this is a State fo blilsful and exceHent, that 
DOtlung can be defired beyond it. For what 
can exceed Perfeftion ?™This is Life indeed 
to Hve for ever j—this is truly Happihefe, 
vhich is abfolute in Kuid and endkls in Dura- 
tion, what is ftiperior to the Views of the mpft 
Ambitious, beyond the Defcrts of the moft 
Pious, and altogether worthy of the Almighty 
Donor of it. 

But fuice our Apoftle informs us, that it 
doth not yet appear what we Jhall be^ let us 
not debafe, by attemptbg to defcribe, the 
Glories, which we can now have no adequate 
Idea of. The Blifs of Heaven is as far re- 
moved from our Conception, as from our Pof- 
ff ffion in this State of Darknefs and Mifery ^ 
and we may fafely leave the Nature and the 
Degrees of it with God, being humbly content 
with knowing the Certainty of it. We are af- 
fured of all the Bleffednefe which an immenfely 
good Being can beftow ;-- we flaall be like him 
in Happinefs, if we ftudy to be like him 
in Holinefs ^--we Jhall fee him as he isj and 
what we fee, we fhall enjoy of him ; — ^wc 
Ihall be admitted to the moft intimate Vifion 

of 
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of him, which our refined Faculties will be Serm, 
able to bear ;— and be advanced to contemplate, ^• 
ferve, and adore the Father of Spirits in his 
• immediate Prefencey where is Fulnefs of Jcy^ 
and at wbofe Right Hand are Pleafures for 
evermore (q). 

And what can we defire further ? Will not 
the moft exalted, the moft compleat, the 
moft durable Felicity fatisfy; us ? Too many, 
it is plain, take up with infinitely lefs •, thofe, 
I mean, who place their fupream Delight in 
temporal Enjoyments. But we are the Chil- 
dren, not of this World, but of God, fettled 
here for a Time, as it were, in order to our 
Education ; that we may be trained up throygh 
Virtue to Glory. It is our Part, therefore 
to make the neceflary Improvements, that 
when we are ordered home to our Father's 
Houfe^ we may not appear in all Relpefts 
unworthy of our Birth or our Inheritance; 
and in the mean while, to learn the right Ufe 
of our Apoftle*s Doftrine from his own 
Words in the Verfe following the Text, Jnd 
every Man^ that bath this Hope in bintj pu- 
rifietb himfelf even as be is pure : Which 
may our heavenly Father enable us all to do 
by the Aid of his Holy Spirit through Jefus 

Chrift our Lord. 

SERMON 

(^) Pf, xvi. II. 
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St. Matth. vi. 33. 
But feek ye firfi the Kingdom of 
God and his Righteoufnefsy and 
all thefe Things pall be added 
unto you. 

^HESE Words maybe fuppofed Serm. 
^ to concern either only Chrift's *^- 
g firft and immediate Followers, ^^"^ 
* or elfe his Difciples at large. 
If the Precept be confined to the . 
former, the Promife, fubjoined to encourage 
them in difcharging it, may well be under- 
llood in the moft extenfive Senfe, as autho- 
rizing the Apoftles and Planters of the Gof- 
pel to depend abfolutely on their divine 
Mafter's Care to provide them with 
all bodily Neccffaries, eitlicr through a 
miraculous Povi-cr exerted vifibly by liimfclf, , 
O or 
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Serm. or by a gracious Interpofition, operadng fe^ 
yi* credy on the Afie£)ions of their Hearers 
to fupport them : That they tmgh^ not be 
of doubtful Mind about their Subfiftence ia 
the World, nor fpend thdr Days in labour- 
ing for the Meat that periflieth, but attend 
without Diftra£tion conftwtly upon his Per^ 
Ton, and wholly dedicate their Thoughts and 
their Time to that Work of the Miniftry, 
unto which he had called them, ThePre*- 
cept taken in this Light cannot be looked 
on as a general Rule for all Chriftians to 
obferve, but calculated only for the firft 
Believers, and to have ceaied long fince to 
be obligatory. 

But if the Direftion in the Text be ex- 
tended, as it fairly may, to the whole 
Body of the Fdthful, then in Proportion as 
we enlargp this, we muft contraft the En- 
couragement, by which it is enforced, and 
limit it to the Ufe of our own Endeavours 
under the Influence of God's providential 
Government. To whom, after doing our 
Part, we muft entriely leave the Iffue of 
our AflTairs, and ftriftly avoid all Anxiety and 
Hurry of Thought, which too many are apt 
to be poflefled with on Account of the good 
Things of this Life to the Prejudice of thofe 
of a better. ^berefore^ 



I 1 
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fMefi^e, ai dur iiifaliiblc teacher fums Vl. 
lip his Argament, tiike Ho ¥hdUgbi^ fayi^g^ 
fhfiirjbali we eat ? Or v^batjball we drink ? 
Or ^erewitb'aljball w^ ie clothed? For 
your heavenlf Father knoweth^ that ye 
have Need vf all thefe Things : Let not thefc 
Worldly Goods be always uppel-moft in your 
Miiids,- — let them not be your chiefeft 
Concern, nor the principal Obje<fb of 
your Affeiflion. But feek ye jirfi the King- 
dthn^ of God and his Kighteoufn^s^ and aU 
thefe Things fhatl he added unto you. 

Here we have xkt religious Improvement j 
our Saviour Chrift builds on the premifed 
DoArine of ah uniVerfal Providence; and> 
as he enteris deep into the Subjeft, We muft 
neceflarily fuppofe it to be a Matter of the 
greateft Weighty and be perfuaded, that what 
he thought deferving of his higheft Atten^ 
tion, does likewife demand ours ; this obliges 
us in Point of Reafon to fearch and look 
into his Meanihg \ And' as all his Inftruc* 
tions were ordered with a View to our Ad* 
vantage, Intereft piffhes us on to the En- 
quiry : And fince his Advice carries with it 
the Force of a Comrtiand, a Senfe of Duty 
alfo engages us' to inake it in the beftf man- 
ner we can. O a B?; 
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Serm. 
VI. By thefe Motives let us be urged to con- . 
fider, what we are to underftand by the 
Kingdom of God and his Righteoufnefs^ — what 
it is to feek tbefcy and why we are to make 
the feeking of them our jirfi Work. 

The Kingdom of God has diverfe Ac- 
ceptations in his holy Word. It fignifies 
either his natural, or his moral Dominion, and, 
taken in the former Light, includes under it 
the whole Creation inanimate and animate, ir- 
rational and rational : This is that Kingdom, 

which ruleth over all, and to the Laws of 
which all Creatures mull be fubfervient. 

But befides this abfolute Government of 
univerfal Nature, there is alfo a moral 
Kingdom eftablilhed by God, and conducted 
not by irrefiftible Power, but by equitable 
Commands, and the influencing Motives of 
Rewards and Punilhments. This Empire 
has for its Subjefts none but rational and 
free Creatures, and they for the Meafure of 
their Subjedtion the original and unalterable 
Laws of eternal Reafon, which flow from 
their very Conflitutions, and are founded on 
the fixed Relation, they bear to their great 
Author and one another. And though they 

arc 
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are not neceflitated to obey thofe Laws, Serm. 
which if they were, it muft deftpoy their -VI. 
Natures, and make them different Beings 
from what they are, yet they are as ftriftly 
bound to obey them, as if they could not 
trahfgrefs them, and if they prove Rebels by 
an Abufe of their Liberty, will be fadly ac- 
countable to their fuprem'e Lord and Po- 
tentate. 

Not, that every Tanfgreflion becomes alikq 
fatal to the Offenders, — what was denied to 
the higher Rank of Criminals, is yet indulged 
to the lower,— ^-there is Mercy in Store, 
tho' not for fallen Angds, however for fallen 
Men J thefe are permitted and affifted to 
recover themfelves, nor are ever looked upon 
as Reprobates, fo long as they offend through 
a pitiable Weaknefs, and not through inve- 
terate Malice, like the Devil and his Aflb- 
ciates. 

From hence we have a Proipeft of ano- 
ther of God's Kingdoms, even that of 
Grace^ which is the fettled Order of his 
Government under the Gofpel-ftate, and 
this, if it was not erefted, was promifed prc- 
fently after Man had rebelled againfl the moral 
Dominion of his Maker : It has the Difpen- 

.0 3 ration 
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Sjbrm. iation iof MbJcs to prepare its Way, ^ 
u0)er it into the WiDr]/d, and was compleat^ 
ly ftuftdcd by the Appearance iof the Sop 
of God in tk^e Fl€^. 

Wh£ii Mapkind had ifrithdmsra from 
iheir Allegiance to jGod, and had felt the 
Folly, and th? Mifcry of affeiling to be in- 
dependent of him, a new Schepie of go- 
verning, and a new Set of Laws were re- 
quifitc to reduce the Traitors to, and keep 
them in their D\ity, not indeed to abolifh 
the old, but to improve it, — not to leflen the 
Obligation of QKural Virtue, but to perfect 
it, by making them to ft^d in a new Re- 
lation to him, as redeemed by his Mercy, 
fis ivell as created by his Power, 

Whilst a finful World continued under, 
as it had juftly incurred, the Difpleafure of 
the Almighty, what could remain for them 
in thefe Circumftances, but a certain fearful 
i^ooking for of Judgment ? Apd what was there 
to brighten the Profped ? Till the Intro- 
dudion of a better Hope by Chriftjefus 
encouraged them to expedl a far miWer 
Xrcafqient than they deferved, till a general 
Pardon was proclaimed anda Form of obtaining 
Jt by the Sacranient of Baptifm appointed, on 
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the eafy Condition of a penitent Faith : So Serm. 
that there is now no Condemnation to them VI. 
that are in Cbrift Jefus (a)^ — to them, who 
being admitted to a Share of the Reconci- 
liation he purchafed with his Blood, be- 
have like loyal Subjects, and do not madly 
forfeit the Allegiance, wherewith they are 
bound. 

Of this excellent Society confifts the Xjng^ 
dm of Grace \ to which all were invited 
to fubmit themfelves. And to bring the 
whole Race of Sinners into it, and to in- 
ftrudfc them, how to live under it fo, as to 
preferve a juft Title to its Privileges, is the 
Subftance of the Do<5hine publifhed by our 
blefled Lord, and delivered down in the 
Golpel. 

1 ^ • 

Before the Son of God appeared in the 
Likenels of Men, and declared himfelf to be 
the fupreme Head and Governor of this 
Bangdom, which is his Church, in Conjunc- 
tion with the Father ; God's fpecial Domi- 
nion was exercifed over one Family and 
Jfation]only: But the Ends and Purpofes of 
of the Jewifti CEconomy being anfwered, 
the middle Wall of Partition was brokei\ 

O 4 down^ 

{a) Rom.viii. i. 
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Serm. down, and the Kingdoms of the World became 
VI. the Kingdoms of the Lord and of his Chrijl (b)^ 
according to the Prophecies concerning the 
Reign of the Meffiah, that there fhould come 
forth a Rod out of the Stem of Jejfe^ which 
jhould Jland for an Enjign of the People \ 
to it fhould the Gentiles feek^ and his Reft 
fhould be glorious (c)^ and the Completion 
of them began then to take Plate, when 
otjr Saviour laid, The Law and tbe Prophets 
were until John, but Jince that ^ime the 
Kingdom of God is preached^ and eniery Man 
prejfeth into it (d) -, the legal Difpenfation is 
now drawing to an End, the Gofpel is pro- 
mulgated, and free to be embraced by all 
Men ; thofe, who were afar off, are brought 
nigh, and made the People of God, though 
before the Subjefts of the Prihce of Dark- 
nefs,— — and when he attefted to the Jews, 
Behold the Kingdom of God is within^ or 
^mong you (e) and threatened them for their 
Contempt of him and his Golpel, that the 
Kingdom Pall be taken from you^ and given 
to a Nation bringing forth the Fruits there- 

of (f)' 

It 

* 

(A) Rev. xi. 15. (c) Ifai. XI. i, 10. 

(d) St. Lukcxvi. 16. (^) St. Lukcxvii. 21, 

(/) St. Matth. xxi. 43. 



J 
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Serm. 
It is tills Kingdom, which St. Paul tells . VL 
the Romans (g)y is not Meat andDrinkj tut 
Right eoufnefs^ and Peace^ and Joy in the 
Holy Gbojiy — it is neither God's natural, nor 
his moral, nor his political, but his fpiritual 
Kingdom, where he reigns in the Hearts of 
the Faithful by his Word and Spirit, and 
condufts them by the Means of his Grace 
to the Hopes ^nd Fruition of Glory ;-— this 
is alfo frequently called in holy Scripture, 
the Kingdom of Heaven^ as well becaufe the 
divine Founder of it came down from Hea- 
ven, as becaufe it leads all his true Mem- 
l)ers to Heaven, emphatically called the 
Kingdom of Glory^ though in rcality^t&e King- 
doms of Grace and Glory are one and the 
fame Conftitutions, only compofed of different 
Parts, having Grace for its Way, and Glory 
for its End. 

But if we confider them more diftin6tly, 
we fliall find the former to confift of Duty 
and Labour, the latter of Honour and Re- 
ward i the former may be accounted God's 
Kingdom in its Minority, growing towards 
Perfedion, and the latter by the Wifdom 
of Counfel and Aftion arrived at its Meri- 
dian 

(g) Rom. xiv. 17. 
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Serm. dian of Brightnefs; the former is like a 
VI. Nation kbouring and ftruggling with the 
Miferies and Defolatioils of War, harrafled 
at home with Inlurreftions, threatened from 
abroad with Invafions, where ^thout arc 
Frightningis, within are Fears : But when thefe 
Contefts and Convulfions are 6v*, and all 
Enemies, both foreign and domeflick are 
fubdued, then appears the latter in all its 
Clory; Peace and Society fucceed. Crowns 
of Viftory are worn, and eternal Triuniphs 
are celebrated in thfc Re^bns of Blifs. Then 
fhall God's glorious Kingdom be difplayM in 
its utmoft Lullre, into which all good Men, 
^1, who are doathed with the RigbPeoufnefs of 
the Saints {b\ fhall gain Admittance, fhall 
enjoy perpetual Reft and Felicity, and reign 
with God their Creator, Redeemer and Sane- 
tifier, for ever and ever. 

Thus fays the Almighty Conqueror, who 
has the Keys of Hell and of Death, Te him 
that overcometb will I gra^t to fit with me 
in my throne J even as I alfo overcame and 

4tm fct down with my Father in the 
throne (i), but to all the Workers 
of Iniquity, he fays, ^here Jhall be Weeping 
arid gnafhing of Teetbj when ye fhall fee 
Abraham, and Ifaac, and Jacob, and all the 

Prophets 

ib) Rev. »x, 8, (i) Rev. iii. 2|. 
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JPr/j^U iMihe Kingdom ^fGody -find your fihes Serm. 

And here we iiave a View pf that King- * 
dom of God, which is principaliy intended 
in the Text, and is the State of Happinefs 
inconceivable and eyg-lafting referved for the 
Righteous in Heaven, the Se;at of God*s in- 
finite Majefty and Glory, where fuch, as Ihall 
be found wprthy of it, Ihall partake of the 
Utmoft Degrees of Blcflednefs, as immenfe 
and inejchauftabl?, as the Fountain they flow 
from, even the Divine Power and Gpgdncfs. 

No"^ the cert^ Road to this Kingdom 
of Glory lie? through this Righteoufiiefs, and 
none but the Righteous (hall enter ir>to it: 
Hence arifes the Ufefulnefe of an Enquiry 
into the Me;ming of bis Right eoufnefsy kaft 
by miftaking our Way, we never fipifh our 
Journey beneficially, nor arrive at the blifs- 
. ful Regions of Eternity. 

It is obfervahk, that what we are called 
wpon to feek in this ReipetSt, is not our 
own Righteoufnefs, byt God's ; that Righ- 
(eoufneis, which he has dcmaiided by Pre- 
cept, and enforced by Example ; and licre- 
by we arc to underftand, not a moral, nor a 
l^gal, but an Evangelical R^hteoufnefs, a 

zealous 

( i ) St. Luke xiii* 28. 
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Serm. zealous and hpmy Attachment to the Doftrincs 
VI. and Duties of the Golpel in their genuine 
Senfe and utmoft Extent. The Law^ of 
' God's Kingdom, under which we live, arc 
the Laws of Chritt, and not thofe of A&/w, 
or of Nature •, and the Condudt of its Sub- 
jefts muft be regulated by the Chriftian Re- 
ligi n^ as it ftands diftinguiftied from the 
Iw...i;^. nd the Jewilh. 

The latter, indeed, however eagerly con- 
tended for through the ftrong Prejudices of 
Education in the Infancy of Chri(lianity, 
has been entirely given up for many Ages 
by all, except a fmall Remnant of the an- 
tient Jews, who remain as a (landing Evi- 
dence of the Truth of the Gofpel. 

But the former, that is Natural Reli- 
gion, finds many Advocates, and under that 
Cloak do Infidels generally flielter them- 
fclves : All the Righteoufnefs they feek, is 
only the Righteoufnefs of Heathens, and 
they prefer the Dawn of Reafon, before the 
Sunfhine of Revelation. They boldly claim 
it as the original Privilege of their Being, 
to chufe their own Method of Salvation, — 
prefume to diftate to their Maker, and expeft 
to be admitted to Mercy on fuch Terms, as 
they think fit to mark out to themfelves. 

Thus 
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Serm. 
Thus do thefe Sons of Reafon aft moft VI- 
unreafonably, and juftly forfeit that Title, 
they fo much glory in : For the Point may 
be left to themfelves to determine, which 
is moft agreeable to right Reafon, to pay 
the greater Regard to the Divine Attributes, 
or to their own doubtftil Surmifing?, and 
whether they ought to prefcribe Times and 
Seafons to their Maker, or receive Laws 
from him. If God be infinitely wife, and 
good, and true, it muft furely become 
us to acquiefce in all ,his Difpenfations, 
and perform his Will according to that In- 
creafe of Light, which he has been pleafed 
gradually to throw in upon us. If his unerring 
Providence did not fee fit to difcover his 
whole Councel concerning Mankind to the 
Gentiles of old, who lived before Chrift 
came into the World, they are to be pitied 
for the Knowledge they wanted, and com- 
mended for making fome Ufe of what they 
enjoyed, in labouring, though ineflTeftually, 
to recover human Nature out of the ruinous 
State, into which it was funk. 



But their Misfortune would be our Fault ; 
that Ignorance and Corruption, which might 
once be winked at, would now wear a very 

criminal 
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SsRM. criminal Face amidft the Opportunities of 
VL gaining fo. much more Knowkdge and Pu- 
rity t OuF obligations muft increafe with caip 
Abilities ; — and that Meafure of Righteoul'-' 
nels^ which God may be farisfied with in a 
State of Nature, cannot anfvv^ his juft £x^ 
pedations in a State of Girace. There is ndt 
the fame Reafon for it, and this therefore 
is the Condemnation of fuch^ . as preterid to 
govern themfelves by the* Lelibns of Mbra- 
rity, that Ught is come into the IVorld^ and^ 
Men loved Dmrknefs bitter than Light; be-- 
caufe their Deeds are evil (I). Could 
Man's Underftanding, uninformed, fumiih out 
a perfea Scheme of Duty, or his Will, un* 
aided, carry it thoroughly into Execution, 
fuch Self-fufficiency m^ht be allowed fupe- 
rior to any foreiga Helps, but, when this 
appears far from having been the Condition » 
of the wifefl: and beft of Men,-*-that Rea- ^ 
fon and Nature can go very little Way to- 
wards difcovering and perfcmning religious 
Obligations, witnefs the Philofophers of old, 
who were quite at a Lofs for a regular Plan 
of them, and differed as much among them- 
felves, as they do from us •, muft it not then 
be very furprifing, that any who live where 
the pure Golpel is laid before them, and is 

continually 

(/} St. John ill. i9x 
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continually founding in their Ears, ihoul4 Sbrmu 
yet go about to cft^bUfh dieir own Righ* ^^ 
teoufndsy and not fubmit unto.God*is? 

Were their moral Attainments as excel- 
lent, as, they boaft th^m to, be^ flill they 
muft be a^ unprintable to , tl^einj^lyes, as to. 
God, and no^ juft ,Gro\wids. of claming ai 
Title to lii^ Favouifs. And if their very 
Virtues are impeifeft, what.fliall.be faid of 
their Vices ? What cai>. tl^ey plead to C3^- 
tenuate their Tranlgrdfions ? Here ' they are 
perfedlly benighted, and aro toflfed on the 
boundlefs Ocean of Uncertainty, unlefs Re- 
velation clears up the Profpeftj God's 
Word direfts their Courfe, and his Spirit 
fills their Sailsj^ and fb at laft they are brought 
fafe into the Haven of i?^, which remains 
for the People of God (m). 

In fhort. Other Foundation can no Man lay^ 
than that is laidy which is Chriji - Jefus (n). 
This being God*s Ground- work, llandeth fure, 
and whoever erefteth his Syftem of Righteouf- 
nefs on any other, the Event will prove him 
to be a weak Guilder, and to have fixed his 
pdifice upon the Sand. Had we no firmer 
Bottom to ground our Hopes upon, the Im- 
prudence 

(m) Hcb. iv. 9, (n) i C<y. iti. ii. 
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Serm. prudence of trufting^ to what is fb very pre- 
VI. carious, might be excufable, but for us who 
may build on the Rock of Ages, no Ex- 
cufe can be admitted. 

But befides the Error of thofe, who en- 
tirely difclaim God's Righteoufnefs, ' and la- 
bour to introduce their own, there is another 
^ on this Subjeft maintained not by Infidels, but 
Believers, and it is that the Righteoulheils ; 
folely intended by our Saviour, is his Righte- 
oufnefs, imputed to fuch, as embrace the Gof- 
pel, and profefs his Religion. 

And here it muft be acknowledged, with 
all Thankfulnefs, that it is the fingular Glo- 
ry of the Gofpel to have difcovered, how 
the Demerit of the Sinner is wiped away 
by the Merit of the Saviour; — How we 
are in Chrifi Jefus^ who of God U made unto 
us fFifdonty and Right eoufnefs^ and Sanaifi- 
cation^ and Redemption (o). . But is there 
any Shadow of an Argument for aflerting, 

that becaufe we who were fometime Enemies^ 
are rconcikd to God hy the {yeath of his Son 

(p)^ and are freely admitted, "of 'mere Grace , 
and Favour, into the Covenant of Pardon * 
and Salvation for his Sake and not our own, 

therefore 

(o) I Cor. i, 30. . (p) Rom. -< 10. 
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thcrefoit'iiMrf this'graci(fe'^G no- Serm. 

thing ii^Wi|uiirtd of Us tb'^pirfform, that we VI 
Aiay ftahcJftft'ih ft, • nothing 'ftiplilated hy us/'^^'^^^'^ 
be6dfes:^-a ttot^elit Gkifti-^ Intereftrin did 
Atonement of the Son of &iid?:iWhen the Na-- 
ture and Circumftances of that Redemption 
loudly .call for a Bdiavibiir* ftiitaHe to the 
redeemed bfthii Lord, *Which^ i^, that iiiy 
Iheuld depart ftom Iniquity y and btticefmb 
live not iinh tBmfeheSy h^ ^nixf hOk whci* 
hath lb dearly bought iihciri. ' ^ ■ 

If Chrift'fuifilled alf Ri^iteoufnefs in his* 
Life, arid fuifered for Sin by his Death,; do 
not the Scriptures declare what EfFed: thefe • 
Mercies ought to have upon us ? Do they 
not teach us, to die unto Sip ^ways, as be 
died for Sin once ? Do they not oblige us,* 
having our Confciences purged;^ hy bis Bloods ' 
from dead Works^ to ferve tbe Living God (q/ 
and to walk before him unto dllweUphaJing ?* 
And do they 'not altogether condemn fuch 
as walk not like Friends" Mt Enemies of 
tht Crofs of Chrift? 'M^i^thout giving them 
the Icit Ground for the "Preiumption of 
thipking, that they hare a goodTitte to the*" 
Benefits of Chfift*s SatisfaftiOT, though they 
pay no Regatd to his Commands,-.that his 

t Rightcoufiiefs 
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SsRM. Sjghteouibe& vaXl be tragfff n ^^yoy ^JEggit 

VL and av^lf to %}vat^oij, fliffliii f Iw ^^c 

noi>e of their own, ^r, axft ^m^^^. 

to receive, a<?r preffiisci «| 'ffiijj^ ^ee^pfc^ 






pJgd^Mjcl 






_ 4cAiN, atrj^ng iwbj. as ,«r^eqijftr#^: 
to buUd ,Rc^^, ^ tte i^yifls vf'.'feie. 
feme tl% at?, who plea(^; ^enpfeJis;^ -^jitl^ 

hcrent Righteoi^^ijgi^, ;t^ ^^, .ye«: ^jfU 
ftored with Ftuth^ which, the Apoftle allows 
them, to cCipdude fifotif -thf,- If^j^n^ of 
khraham^ J^i^U kt it^^a( ki^ffp^^fo for 
Rigbfeou/nffi (r),. ,. ^ ..,.,.. . 

This^'wc rieadijy conjTef^ is ,S^, P^^/'s. 
Do6brine, and he hgd a f\^ C^mfivflion 
f^om our llord' to. preach it.: Bi^> let hirp 
only, be fuppof^d tp.'fpes^ oo^i^ently^ >Yitk 
ijimfelf, an^ his^ Words A^i]U do vqy Ht^c, 
&rvice b tliQfe^w^o ujgQ, Epj:/t4aj(th9 ia^^ 

Writer dp^ wiup4pfft?md,i^^^^ tl^ Sqnfe,^ 
wherein it is Jbere. takeij, is c^eojt^ frpp|v 
divers Paffagqs in his Efd^?;s,: ffe 4q9| not^ 
conceive it to 48Rfy. a bai^. Belief: iftChfii,^ 

but an hevtjr CloOgg wigj |i^, t|ic T^rms; 

of 

(rj l^om, iv. 3 J, 24, 



f ■ 
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«f the Gofpel} — he ^ves not Encoupge-^&iM. 
Aenl .to •'*iclccd Mdi; ^b M tke tnttk^rVl:, 

Cdadeinftaiioh fiich iloflt; ai l^cffiriii t^ ft 
Jdtis artd having ciiifenui^ tfe'^ Taiih, 
ftrif nil itfhr the 'Pte/h, hit ipt^ ibe 
Spif-ii (•/)}*-aiKi te lays it Uttwii to fe/ 
as a fiirt^aftifehtd Trtitii,' ifJ/i ft i faithtul 

^n^Hi^ dW I ^m tUf iboi mm m- 

m^bf >h ddhfia -ti niiiritdin tm Works: 
'Tb'efe 3^Hfi are good M fi^fible unta 

AFTtii thdfe undteA^tidnaWe'Tfiftiffiom^, 
let hot any,^ wlib ^oUia oj>|ot6 T^ifi^' to 
Rigiiekjhejii ^k' to iKgitb- diciffl^ves 
tmder St. Fi^Wi Autttofttf : ^ iS ro\far 




'^ unnea^ anatneone 



IWttra^( 



1 f aM^-tfly,'^ ^6" areaifl^ 



iv 
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(t) Rpn.l. il. (tt' C'V^viii. I. 

(ia) cb. iii. d. 
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Sbrm- --..,-■. .'■■-- - 

VI, But let us ;not "be found, among them, 

yvVwhd cither thrqft. the Kingdom., of God 

'from them, .or.elfe live. under his Govera- 

meiV on. theic .jowg Terms: As. we know 

s to us, Grace, for the Means, 

■ xhe End — As we know what 

pf -us, "That devfing IJngodHnefs 

iMfisy. t»e jhmld live Joberkft 

id..^4^yiet us I^a^. to feek 

. as. connected .tt^ether, and. 

to receive the Reward -withouc 

ic Work, ' Now the Work here 

enjoin'd us is, to feek the Kingdom of God, 

a defire it -with Eager. 

it with 3piriw .\Jnder the 

be is the fVa^ of Truth, 

luft be upperjnoft in our 

the. fixed View of our 

>ns : A languid Tendency 

h, will never obtain what 

X feems to de^e. We 

31^7, ani4 profecutc it 

we IhaU. Jiot leek fo, as 

Injunffions (£ Scripture 

to this Purpofe imply the greateft warmth 

of ^ffeftion, the utnioft Vehemence of Ap- 

[)tiCktion, Diligence, and Courage ; Care and 

Zeal fliould never he wanon^ fince we are 

' ■ called 
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called up6n to jirive t^'MerinaiibeJhaUS^KM. 
Gate ( X )y to ' labour fc^ - f%e 'Meat 'Oskkkm^ • VI; 
dureth' toi^erlafting lAfe'^Xy)^ ^^ wattii, t^ 
ftand iaft hi* the- Faith', to' quit curfihts lih 
Mm, and be^rong ( z ) to :ftrive for thft 
Maftery^^ and fo run fhsi^^ve may obtain- {a)l 
and have at the End of 6ur' ChriftianRacd 
4» EHterance adminijlered' unto us into >Go^s 
heavenly Kingdom. Such miift' be our man- 
ner of fedcing it, which iri its true Mean- 
ing imports, that we make Heaven the great 
and fupreme Objeft of our Love, — that'w^ 
never lofe Sight of it, — that we frequently 
entertain oiif Minds with the ©onCenljJaidon 
<>f it, rand that we leave nothing undon^^ 
which may excite the higheft Ardour, and 

quiclfcn our moft hearty End^vour ifter it. 

« ■ • ■ \ 

We ' muft feek the . Kfaigdom of Glory 
thro\ the Kingdom of Grace and in th^ 
Paths, of Righteoufiicfi : And yet how 
few are there who take this only right 
Courfe' ta.ai;rive at it, and confirm, their 
Hopte of^<3dii's Promifes by obeying his 
Jjsifi\ lit is-* much : to ^ be doubted that too 
many are; ndt apprized, hx^ clofely.Harp* 
pinefa i« Jiok'i.with Holinefs. They arc 
pdrtittcd. imp God's Church, and ciyoy the 

[^) St. Luke xiii. 24. (y) St. John vi. 27, 

Y^^ 1 Cor. xvi, 13. («) cU. ix. 24. 
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AmvfemcQi^ 1^ fqifittl I!k»f\«rsii «id' the 
empty Eng^gemonfs og Wc;^ Md\Hpn(iuri 

their. Li»^ ve, fpeafc in; reg^dingv 'Btiacs 
too mudw Wd thek It>fi^i| tpQ lit$lA>;i tliey 

«t, owrrlQ%dc4 ^«|th the C%w;j, ^ tW^ 

Wc«rl4, and, pefecJHy. indolent ^?fi R«gw4 
to a better* ap4 in th«r I?urik{i«tj4ft?r>t^r 
pon^ GoQd3i dvy caft behind ^m Ml A-tr 
tentioft. towards Sgirit^^. 

And, if.thi^ be, thought to, hpjkt^m%,th§ 
KU^dm of, Go4 an A. his^ Riglmufmih ^J»t 
ft^ . be called the negj^ing tl^m? To, fej^ 
then?, in fliort, can %ufy; nothiog. left, 
than a diligent Acquifition and Ufe of the 
one, as the inftituted Means of at laft ob- 
t^ng the other. They muft be Ibught by 
enpijbracing readily whatever Gi^jih^^ revealed, 
and i e^^cuting . faithfully: whatever lie luu 
coitomandedy^^-by. opr being fruk&ilJii: aH 
divine Graces^-^-by th& Reg^ikcity and'<Saxt 
mftnefa of our Devotionv^^byf <^r l^cfa 
;»id , Jvftice,— >by^ a/caa%iit Bifpofitiipii^ tn 
dp Qood, and ibrgive EvU^ and td &lk^ 
after Righteou^idk ' with- a^ pexfe^iP. Sluatt 
and a pure Confciei^: 
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ttiz kiflgdcm 6f God and his Righte- ^• 
^SHjStiiek Uiitg thin th^ to te fought, ^ 
^ ti^v to cotlfider that they art alfo to 
6* i^te btefok aH' Things, ^ t^dl on ^ 
cbUftt? oF thfcif inherent Eicdl^nce, as gf 
tlfeir isllh^h Influence. Oiir Rule in Ae TtiX 
\\i ^e\ yeS^ft thi Kingiim ef Gad and bis 
R^Iffkiufiiefi. Let ffiis bfe your main ]£m- 
^oyrii6ft< i and i^ A6t y<^r fole, yet your 
piii*c?pal Care: Let tM. xht Comforts oc 
Conveniencics of this Lift, nor any Advan- 
tages the prefent World can afford, be in 
the feaft regarded, ¥rtif!n, th^ cohie in Com- 
petition with tfte Dtitife God has Aij<>idcd 
artd the Rewards he' will beftoi^, aiid tte 
R^afon why the Preference is fo ehtiiely 
j^vtn t& thole is, becaufe they are in Pai^K 
infinitely the more valuable. 

The' mcrft C3tolted Degrees of earthly 
Wealth and Grandeur, are as hdthin^ wheiji 
cbrti^d with the Riches of GchTs Qrace; 
ahd the Glories of his Kingdom, and if 
anjr think that the formei: deferve' to riVal 
the latter itt their Eftcem, let the wi6 
Preacher coiyyiilde them of their Folly ; wh^ 
in the Beginning of lus Ecekjiafies^zs dqgaot- 
ly, as truly proves, all temporal Enjoyments 

P4 ^t 
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SzKvL to be no other than Vanity itfelfy and in 
VI. ^hc Eftd fums pp all in fovbyr ' of . Virtue 

•Vi-^V'^_^(i Piety as . the Foundation oF fejlid Hap* 
(pinefs,, Let us hear^ fays he, the\ Conclufiw 
-^/ the wbifk . Matter^ Fear -, G4d • anAk^ bh 
-Conmandment^ (b). If you would fecufQ the 
moft defirable Evem of Thingsi i^tfj^iScXt 
vice of God be your chief Studyrj iet\He^ 
Jigion be ypur firft C^e, ^This is.the on? 
Thing nepdful, ^ ought to:be atfended Ito 
npt only.^vc,, bw before ^11 other Confir 
.deration^ wh^?fiv?ri * 






., A^ifor all, pths^ Thipg? whicli Mortals 
jnpft tcagerly court wd .p^nt af^r, What 
c^n t^^ profit? JHtpw megn^ empty, and 
^tif\|Lthey grci how precarious and fleef^ 
i^gi ;^W. %ort-lived ^d perifhing, and 
withal how fatal and. deadly ?. Such is th? 
encroaching Quality of the World, that 
^here,orjc^ Jt^-g§ti Footing it will never 
fcfti.-^U :IP'g^ts alfo ^he Afcendant, it: will 
i^vcr^ leay^rfilj it; feaniflies ^^he Love of God, 
jpd aU |lcgard/{o his iTavovr^-rjit «will xie- 
}:Af , te c.c^rjtent fill ip^ has xJrawn off ^h^ 
Myid^. fjoi^,[ the txv?^ valo^bl^. Qtg?^s of 
|i!9fnityi:^3(i<i^.f§3^. it on thjs ,v^n,aij4 

* . ■■ ' ' 

' " * - Were 

^ (^) Ecclef; xH. L3. 
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Wbke chefe Advantages of the Body as VI« 
really pccoU^itt md fubftanqal ai our Ap- 
j}ecitqs and PafliOfU would infinuate, yet if 
the EfTedb <^, them are fo very terrible to 
the Soul, and deftrudive of its true Hap* 
pinefs, — if they retard its Progrefs towards 
Heaven, and too often prevent its ever 
reaching <^od's . everlafling Kii^om, Is it 
poffible for, Men to juftify their Condud, 
^ycn to tha$ ielf-'love which jb much go» 
vems them, whilft they forfeit for the Sake 
of prelent Gratifications, all Right to future 
blory? . 

And to let their Imprudence in. a ftill 
more glaring Light, as they ruin their 
eternal Interdfts by not feeking firfl the 
Kingdom of God and his Rightemifiiefs, fo. 
do they likewife prejudice their temporal, 
by forfeiting his Prote&k)n, and calHf^ down 
his Judgments upon them for their Di&be- 
dience and Contempt. They ate commanded 
to take bm Cc^rfe, and they perverfly 
pwiiie another: God requites them to tum 
their Heart^^ a^d raife their Aficdtions to*: 
waids his Service and the Bleffednefi which 
attends it, but they will keep them grdvel- 
ing oA t;he Creature, and • telilb nothing 

beyond 
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beyond carnal Pleafure. What Wonder is it 
V). Ae«v- Aac Ile^fbdoldteofllt th«ffih ilfeir low 

th^ cfiiitfteflf ^MWy-^-lhtti tti ftl^d^ ^e 
AeniDtftpptilntii)^ 

liMW iAibAd <)f l^rclfjpefiff^ ^ttirdtts; #eM 
Wtf but del^a tryithkk our SbviidOt wii^tMii 
nod^vtxs t» ftak^ our Df#ifi£lk>^^ fr^M 
bkav aiWl ^nrik iit Cbe Wi^ \vMeh lie n& 
iturkecl^ out for ur ; Yimt btnUfldaP w^{d 

umrobte* l^U^i^ ac ouv >>oi^ey^d EnS> 
fo fhould we meet with proper Acciitirto^ 
dadons on the Road thither, and to be aflured 
df: tbos^ we n«qr refttoutfilves^ not on hare 
bamairBrpbaiDffity, but oil GhriiVs DiVineTef^ 
dttoi^,. who kas promi&d, dial if we feA 
fi[ft Hat Khigidm cf Ged Mi" Bh Ri^ttouJ^ 
m^.dH theft things JbaU h itMed w^o us, 
nsr cardri^^oods .ibiH ix: ^vdrh-hdd which 
Gdd: fte» to hi^ ddidp n^se^l or convenient 
finrriKM BcfBlts* the immenfk. Rewards of 
g Glbry; which wilt be the, certain 
owr defirin^ them TOtifc Vehemence 
and pbufmag. them with Vig)e>u{v . God .will 
acifitf leave us nor foriak^ us; and though 
hfcrh» notf'tied himfelf ddyrn tto /tiie Sorts 
mi \ Deg«p$ off worldly EmolumtenjiSj yet 

we 
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v^ hautt Jus^ Engagemeiit? fw thto neeeffitty SiiMi 
Supppxttof Iiifc:^Hcwmaffo»ius 3ttbl!flr- Jj^J; 
ance, if notafausidatia^«^-he^wiU adminiiter a 
^pply of QHnrtnionoies^ if no^of Superfluttiesi 

Bum oren^ diii\ w^ sue not m <ilbpetid lip-. 
oa widioup^ all Bbfittilky 0$ Sft^De ; wHetv 
ic« k pKttnifiidt wiy^ in gmetal^ and niill be 
heftow^t na oiberwife thaih according td 
the Conftitution of Nature and the fettled 
Rfetfcod^ of Providence : No miraculous A6t 
of Pew^r ie^to be waited for on our Behalf; 
and * whilft we are tender God*s peculiar Carei 
we muft riot ritinfc to be exempt from thd 
comtmon Gahoiities of Mankind, nor from 
the many times unavoidable Sufferings of the 
Righteous. There is hovnever thii Mattel 
of Comfort to all who iet their Hearts 
ilpon the Things above, and pioufly feek 
tbem according to God*s Appointment^ 
that whatever Share thfcy poflfefe of thte Things 
belowv it is rendered' truly a WeflSngv and 
whatever Evils of Life be the* Portion or 
their Cup, their Bitternefs is fweetened and 
tiie»' Load lanftiffed^ ft^ as to leaver no room 
for Gi^iet ob Impatience: 'Hiey feel-in- 
ward fpiritud J6y in tte midft of Hf- 
fliatofl, and Wing^ Fbo*- anrf Rsiiment; 
learn therewith to be content : In Peice and 

Satisfaction 
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Serm. $atisfa£tion.theypofl^9'tiidr Souls, and have 
VI. Aiudety a^d Diftruft. armoved far frpm 
them, all ts calm and fetene widiin, and 
under the .Shadow of his .-Wings :are they 
fafe, who has ordered them to be careful 
for nothing hit hew to phafiMm^ andxaring 
far tbt Things of the Lord^ to caft all their 
Care, far . otihef Things • en hiw^ for . he careth 
for thetUj and loadeth us ^vilbhis Benefits (c)i 

t 

, OvR moft indulgent Father does not, ex- 
cept in fome extraordinary Cafes, expert ow 
Obe^icn^c; either at the E3g)ence of ourl^ives, 
or our Happinefe, he knoweth whereof we 
are made, that we a];e compounded of a 
Body as well, as a Soul, — thzt we have 
both'.a fenfihle and rational Nature, — that 
we live an animal Life here, -and expert a 
divine Life hereafter, and he has accordingly 
provided bo^ily^ ' fenfiblp and animal Goods, 
fuited to our prefent being, as well, as fpi- 
ritual, . rational and divine Pleafures re/eryed 
for the future. 






Anp .if . our . bountiful Creator has * njade 
this Proyifien for us, h^ ®veni us_ Appe- 
tites tp -dejire ^ and ^ SeWcs to reU^i thcfe 
Advarto^^ it is iaipoffible it .^(bould 

.fee 
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(r) Pf. Ixviii. 19. 



Religiqus Sub jE^TS. 221 

be at^lutely 'a Faulty to purfuc arid enjoy SiaifJ 
them^ and to regret in any Meafiire the "V^. 
Want or the X.ofs of them. -Wcmay, no 
.dopbt, very*innocently, and cdnfiftently*with 
the Duties enjoined in the Text, concern 
XMirfelves about Worliily Goods, becaufe they 
•are' one Scmrce* of Comfort ahd SaH^^6Hon 
Jtoiiiuch Crtetures as we are. But- then, they 
bdng^ defign^ to gr^ify our bafcr-Parfc, 
the 9ody,- ahd 'to feive us for Conveniencies 
:<iniy< during ow-fhdrt.Stay in it, tcrbe too 
intent' after them, before they are gotten, — 
too fond Df them, whilft they ftay wirfi t», — 
or too dejedcd, when at any t time they ate 
taken from us, is- no, way becoming* Men 
and Chriftians, and equally condemned by 
Rcafon and RcKgion. 



. ) - r 



The former clearly forbids fodi a ' Con* 
dufl:, as it is lOi over-valuing- of .Things 
m«ich bcyonithciriieal Worth, and* a^ftippo-» 
pofing our cliKfHappinefs t^ beplic^ in 
what can at beftvieMbut.a very fiiifall Part 



o£ it. 
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: Nor doth the latter kfs^ flxongly protcft 
aj^nft it, becaufe of the ill Effetfts; which 
ncbr^diy Mindednefs has on Mens Innocence 
and^ Virtue, by taking them off from the 

Care 
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Sjlkus Cue x£ thdr Scads, afid ihe Goticem fdr 
^j BrligjbD, and ieadipg ;hc0i HUoT^mpMdmy 
and M Smre^ Mi fiwfiy J.fiful Ij»^ vitHh 
iraam Mpt into i>0ruSiMMn4PiBriitimii(id). 

In ibort, the whcde filavie lies iti tfae 
Bxcds of th^ Reg^d ^ ai!e vdy tqpt «> 
beftow on worldly Ei^c^jmom. ISUiiUk 
our Lord bids mfiek rpmt taweUbtt Tinh^ 
/^5 wc put ourfeljw :up0n ithc V^oy jub- 
moft Stretch of AppJicafioi> for Iheft, and 
are racked at difiTereiK Tixnes-^ith difefwr 
Pains about them; impaciem t6 gtst rthdfe ad: 
mirod Goo^Sy afraid pd'petEiafiy of Jofing 
thesH) and quite defperate oa ihc!r2K>fi. 

But let us at length ^takexlfli^Meafuresi. 
and make fure of every folid Comfort by 
obeying God's Ordiers^ and fadnetring our- 
ielves in his Kingdom i^ocaUy to that 
Piaa of QeverMnetit idbich hb \m xtMmA 
got for u&^ JUet ui be diSgcbt, 'bat .takm 
the wmngr Blaee, nor &i Tnfliag infteadbf 
Subilantial Bleflings ; let us no longer .con<i^ 
cur with thole who feem to read our Sa- 
viour's Precept badcward; and interpti^ it 
direaiy contrary to its trde MdaningI : Ifc 
would. have them foUicitous^ f 6r nOthiikg . ior 

tfair 

(d) t Tim. vi 9. 
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this World, and they are follicitous for no- Serm^ 
beyond it. That Thought and Labour VL 
which he requires them to employ on the '''^'"^''"^ 
Trcafures of Eternity, they confine to the 
fleeting Amyfements of a Moment, and by 
courting the Happinefs of one World run 
the Rilque of being miferable in both. 

And a great Rifque in Truth it is, even 
with Relpeft to the Happinefs of the prcfent 
Life ; which as Chrift declares, confifts not 
in the Abundance of good Things in any 
Man's Poflcflion. That Perfon may be very 
wretched with them who cannot be con- 
tent without them ; whilft he, to whom they 
are moft indiflferent, as having a much bet- 
ter Profpeft, will always reap moft Satisfac- 
tion from them. As long as they continue, 
he will be fure to ufe them to the Pur- 
pofes of Piety, Charity, and Sobriety, to 
God's Glory, his Neighbour's Support and 
his Refrelhment ; and if they happen to be 
taken from him, he will refign freely to the 
Will of Providence, without a murmuring or 
a defponding Thought, being perfuaded, that 
if he be careful to feek firfi the Kingdom of 
God and his Righteouefs^ all thefe Things^ 
all the Neceflaries of Life, fhall yet be added 
tmto him, 

S E R M p N 
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SERMON VII. 

Rom. vi. 16. 

Kntmye not^ that to wbomye yield 
yourfehes Servants to obey^ his 
Servants ye are^ to whom yg 
obey-y whether of Sin unto Death j 
or of Obedieme unto Rightecuf- 
nefsf 

BHAT the Golpel is the Power Serm. 

a of God unto Salvation is the VII. 

R the fundamental Doftrine of ^"^V*^ ' 

E Chriitianity, and as fuch St. Paul 
labours moft ftrenuoufly in this Epiftlc tQ 
eftablifh it againft thofe, who denied it on 
the one Hand, and thofe, who abuled it 
QQ the other, — againft thofe, who majn- 
tiuned, that Men could not be faved by 
Chrift with9ut an Obfervance of the Law, 
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Serm. and thofe, who concluded, that they (hoiild 
VII. be faved without the Pra£dce of Righte- 
oufnefs. 

Th5 former Error the Apoftle refiates. in 
the four firft Chapters, and in tha fifthJie lets 
himfelf to oppofe the latter : And as he had 
fbewn the Neceffity of the Gofpel-method 
of Juftification from the Defedts of the 
Jewifh Difpenlation, fo he here proves it 
from the univerfal Prevalency of Sin. He 
difcovcrs what , the utmoflr Stretch di un^ 
enlightened Reaibn was never able to ac- 
count for, how, 5/» having entered into the 
World and 'Death hy Sin (d)^ we are refcued 
from the tyrannical Dpipinion of the one, 
:md the flaviih Fears of the others and 
how, as hy the Offence of One Judgment came 
upon all Men to Condemnation^ even fo iy the 
Righteoufnefs of One the Free^ Gift came upon 
all Men unto Juftification of Life (e). 

"But that no Man fliould have the leaft 
plaufibleExcufe forperfilHng in a finfiilCourfe^ 
becaufe-bf the ^ree Gift of God m Chrift 
Jefus, St. Paul begins the Chapter, out of 
which I have ^taken my Text,- with this^ 
Queftionj, fVbat fhall we fay then} Shall we 

continue 

^(d) Rpm-y. 12. (0 V. i8. 



Rei^igiou^ SuBjEers. 227 

ehikimi' iM 'iSfi^, thaf (jrace mj abound? Serm. 
G$drf^hid, fays he. This^ iir by no Meaps / \aL 
the Pui^ort of my Argument •, but the quke 
cbatrary li the Conclufidn, I ^ould cfraw. 
For bm Jhdll te^f, thni afe dead to ^itiy 
live af^ hn^eP thetein (f) ? 

This Death unto Sifti he proved weun- 
defwent' in* Baptifm 5 by whicn^ w^ are bu- 
ried vAxh Chriflr out Saviour into Deathy 
that like as bt hay raifed from tie Diad 
iy the Glory of the Father ^^ ev^n fo we 
dfo JhouU walk ' in N^nefs' of Life' (g). 
After the Eaaffiljltf of the' Death 'ai>d 
Rdurreftion of ouf ' bldTcd^ Lbrd" ■ we' are 
oWigtd by our Baptifhial Covenant to 
die to Sm, aitd rife again to 'a* new and 
hcfavenly Life : For being in that Sacrament 
grafted into Chrift, and made Members of 
his myftical Body, we "ought to be con- 
formable to hfm, otir * Head. ^ As when^ he 
£edy he died untb SiH oncCy to deftroy and 
abolifti it effeftually; and being raifed from 
the Heady he dieth ^ no morey Veath hath no 
more Dominion over him {h)y Co fliould we 
die one firtat Death to it, never more re- 
turning to the Pra6lice thereofj arid bem^ 

0^2 railed 

(/) Rom.vi. I. 2. (^J Y. 4- 

{t)y.g^ io. 
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Serm. raiied to a new Spiritual, or ChriiHan Life, 
Vn. bdng planted tc^ether in the Likenefs of* 

^■^""^^^^^ his Refurreftion, as well as of his Deadly 
yre fhould reckon cur/elves to be dead indeed 
unto Sin^ hut alive unto God (i)^ henceforth 
wholly dedicating ourfelves to his Sendee. 

A VIGOROUS and hearty Obedience is moil 
juftly due to the Almi^ity for freeing us 
from the' Curfc of the Law, and the Bon- 
dage of Satan, and calling us into the 
' gracious Dilpenfation of the Gcrfpcl ; wluch 
affords fufficient Strength to withftand Sin, 
. and pre&rves us from being ftiU kept under 
the Tyranny of our corrupted Nature. And 
' it is equally vile and ungrateful to take 
Occafion from God's tender Offers of Grace, 
* not to reform, but tp aggravate our Of- 
fences. Far be it from us to make fo ill 
^an Ufe of the Divine Goodnefs and For- 
bearance (the proper Defign of which is to 
bring Men out of the Servitude of Sin by 
encouraging the moft prefumptuous Of- 
fenders not to defpair of Mercy upon Re- 
pentance) as to turn it into, an Argument 
"for continuing in Ungodlinefs, abfurdly ex- 
pecting, that there will be For^venefs yet 
In Store even for them, who wilfully render 

themfelvcs 
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thcmfelves Veflels of Wrath fitted to Dc- SfeRM. 
ftruftiony-— that - their being God's Servants VII. 
in Namcj will entitlti them to their hcaveriy 
Matter's Bounty, though they have beeii in 
Reality Slaves to their own Lufts,— and 
Aat the Reward of Righteoufiiefs will be 
their Portion, when they have taken all 
poflible. Pains to earn the Wages of Sin. 

T o fuch Confidence the Paflage of Scrip- 
ture, which I have read to you for the 
Subjedt of this Difcourfe, ^ves a very pow- 
erful Check : Wherein the infpired Writer 
peremptorily aflerts, that whatever Profef- 
fion a Man may boaft of, whatever Cha- 
racter he may make Pretenfions to> he is in 
Faft a Servant of that Matter, whofe Work 
he performs, and fhall receive his Wages ac»- 
cordingly, and then inculcates on us this 
ufeful Caution, That there being two quite 
contrary Services, in one or other of which 
all Mankind are, and mutt be engaged, c^* 
pofitc both in the Employ and die Pay, it im- 
ports us very much duly to diftinguifh between 
them, left by placing ourfelves under the wrong 
Matter we fail of our Expeftations, and in 
the End meet with Ruin, inftead of Ad- 
vancement. 

0^3 Thesi 
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yjl. Thise Scfyiqes ojur ApoflJe &ylc$p ^ 
pae of SJHj t^e ptber of Obe4ienu : An4 ,1 
will, as diilin^ly ^s I c^n, iconSd^ tb^m 
in the. Order, \ijt l^as. here ipentioped them in^ 
bcgipning wkh that oi S^irti 

Trtis Divifion of Servants St. Paul feems 
to have borrowed from common Ufage^ as 
all fuc|i were of ojd ranged in that loweft 
Ciais pf Life by Conftraint or by Choice, — 
were either Bond or Covenant-Servants. 
The former, to whom the Servants pf. Sin 
6eir a manifeft Allufion, . anciently be- 
came fo, and do ftijl ih tnany Parts of the 
World, by Cortqueft, by Purchafe, by the 
Commiffion of fuch Crimes as are puniihed 
with the Lofs of Liberty, by contra<5ling 
Debts beyond People's Ability to difcharge, 
or by Birth. 

This was one early Ef&6l of Maij's Ori- 
ginal Depravation; by which the Jawleft 
Paflions being enfiapaed and difd^ing th^ 
Reftraints of Juflici and Moderation, thej 
pivaded each other^s Perfons as ^ell as Ppo* 
perries, and the weaker became a Pisey to 
the ftronger : Though all were by Nature 
equal, and at firft only the Servant of thdr 
common Creator, who by giving them Being 

had 
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had from thence the fole Right to their Serm. 

Service^ VIL 

*: ■ ' ' ^ 

A s God linage all Things for himfelf, — 
for Hs Glory and I^Ieafure, — and to Ihew 
forth his Praife they are and were created ; 
fo all inanimate Creatures, .arc in their Kind 
obedient io the diving Hand, which formed 
them, tending invariably to the End where* 
unto they were ordained. The Sun^^ Moon 
and Stars obferve their appointed Courfes, 
ahd by their regular Viciflitudefi, their Light 
and other Influences ftrongly difplay the 
glorious Power and ^ifdom of their 
Maker: Fire and Hail, Snow and Vapours, 
Winds and Storms fulfil his Word. Neither 
ai'e all living Creatures without Realbn lels 
obfervant of God*s Will than all material 
Creatures without Life : They too inviolably 
purfue the Defigns of his Providence, and 
adhere to thofe Laws, which have been fet 
them. 

And might not the fame Submiflion have 
been fsurly expefted from Man ? To whon^ 
the Lord of all Things had been much 
more beneficent, having created him in hifi 
Own Image, in Righteoufnefs and Holinefs,-— . 
having given him fufficient light to difccrn, 

0^4 and 
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Serm. and not witb-hcld fufficicnt Strength to 
yn. perform what he required of him. Obedi- 
ence doubtlefs noight have been looked for 
without the Aflignmcnt of any Reward for 
obeying -, though to engage him the more 
chearfiilly and heartily in the Service of God, 
his gracious Matter condefcended to enter 
into Covenant with his Creature, and tie 
himfelf down by folemn Contraft to con- 
fmue that Light and Strength, which /hould 
be wanted towards his paying an acceptable 
Service, and to crown his dutiful Fidelity 
with eternal Life : And thus was Man at 
firft by Compaft, as well as Creation, the 
Servant of God. 

•But the ungrateful Wretch, having by 
the Inftigation of the Tempter bafely broken 
this Covenant, almoft as foon as Life and 
all Good Things had been given him richly 
to enjoy, he deferted the beft, and placed 
himfelf under the wcrft of Matters, — he 
became a willing Slave to Sin and Satan, 
in fuch an unhappy Manner, that all natu- 
rally defcending from him are bom in the 
fw\t State of Captivity. For Adam is faid 
(k)y to have bigotten a Son^ not in the Image 
of .God, but in his own corrupt Ukenefs^ 

after 

{k) Gen. V. 3. 
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;ifter his Image ; and it is the Condidon of Serm. 
Bond-Servants to bring their OSpring into ^^* 
the like (ad Circumftances with themfeRes. 

However, as the Breach of the Com- 
mandment appointed for his Tri^, the pf- 
fe<Et whereof was the Fall of Adam^ was 
principally owing to the fubtil Temptation 
of the Devil, though it muft not be dif- 
fembled, that the eafy Compliahce of the 
firft human P^ was inexcufable, yet as the 
Envy and Malice of the Apoftate Spirit 
had the chief Share in that fatal Tranfac- 
tion, wh^t was demed to the Deceiver was 
vouchfafed to the Deceived, — God had a 
Referve of Mercy for miferable Man, — he 
determined to look on the offending Inha- 
bitant of Paradife with a reconciled Coun- 
tenance, and to redeem the Slave from the 
Bondage, he had brought himfelf into. 

A Scheme was fixed upon, infinitely wife 
in the Contrivance, infinitely good in th^ 
Execution, infinitely full in the Extent! 
The Ranfom was immediately fettled, and 
though not adually paid till many Ages 
after, ftiU thp Virtue and Efficacy of it 
reached back to the Beginning. As foon 
as the new-forificd Creature had yielded 

himfelf 
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Serm- Mmlelf a >oluntarjr CaJ)tive to thb Ehemy, 

VII. ft Redeemer Vab promifed to refciue him out 

of die Sitare of the DevH, and no lefir la 

Perfon than God's own eternal Son was to 

work diis mighty DeliWrance. ' Ifh abundant 

Pity towards fallen Man, much Matter of 

Comfort was intermixed with 'the awful Sfen- 

tence of Condemnation : ' Part of that ^ro- 

nounced on the Seduter in Dif^Jfe is faid 

to run in thefe Words, / ^ill put Enmity 

between thee and th ff^oniun; , dfid between 

thy Seed and her Seed: It fiall bruife thy 

Head^ and thou Jhatt hruifi his Heel (l). 

TWs prophctick l^eatettihg to' the one 

was in Eflfed a Promife to th^ other, fuf- 

ficient to prevent his defpair of Mercy, and 

encour^e him to depend on ^od for his 

Recovery : Which has been fince remarkably' 

compleatcd in Chrift Jefqs •, who, by taking 

human Nature upon him and tondefcend- 

ing to be born of a pure Virgin, became in 

the moft fingular Manner that Seed of the 

Woman, which was to bruize the Serpent's 

Head. And until the FuUnefs of Time 

fhould come for God thus to fend forth 

his Son, Sacrifices were introduced as a 
principal Part of Divine Worfhip, to be 

^ fenfible Evidence both of the^ Guik' and 

the 

(/) Gen. lii. 15. 
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the Atonoment, as well to ^^itfeAt rficSERM. 
Be^ Man deferved to fuffer, as te typify ^H. 
the Sttisfti£tion to be made by tlw Death 
of mother, and" to ihfew, th^ without jhei* 
ting nf Biooi ihar^ w^ to ht na^ Rmif- 

And what was promifed, has been accom- 
plifhed,— The. Event has anfweted to the 
Prjedidtion,—- our blcfled Saviour has by his 
Death and Refurredion detained an entire 
Vidory over our Ipiritual Adverfaries^ — has 
delivered us itom our Slavery to Sin, — 
has atoned for the Breaches of the old and 
inftituted a new Covenant in his Blood. 
This, from the Afliftance and Fawour pe- 
culiarly extended to lu therein, is ftiled the 
Covenant of Grace. 

In this Covenant Ac ineftimable Love of 
God to us, who had done the utmoft to 
provoke his Anger, is (hewn in the eafy 
Preceptt given and the reafonaHc Service 
required : — ^^In it the unmerited Goodnefs of 
God is fct f<Hth in cnfuring to us luflident 
Support towards ow obfemng thofe Pre- 
cepts and' performing that Seivicc, and in 
vouchfefing us a greater Meafure of the 

Gifts 

(m) Hcb, be. 2z. 
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Sbrm. Gifb of his Holy Spirit on our Improte^ 
VII. tnent of a fmaUer Portion and abounding in 
the Works of Righteouihels : In it like wife 
the Divine Mercy is moft amply difplay*d 
in the Forg^venefs of our Offences, and an 
Affurance of rewarding finally our. impcr- 
feft Services with everlafting Life. 

• 

B ITT how much fbever God's loving 
Kindnefs overflows in thefe Particulars, we 
are not after all to imagine, that it will be 
forcibly obtruded upon us. As it is reached 
out to us in and by a Covenant, the Per- 
formance of the Conditions of that Covenant 
on our Parts miift be implied, and is eicpeded 
by him ; otherwife we fhall in vain exped 
the Benefits thereof due only, to the Servants 
of Obedience. 

The Renouncing of the Devil and all 
his Works, the Refufing to do his fervile 
Drudgery from which we are fet free, and 
the Difclaiming all Con)munication with 
him in his horrid Rebellion againft pur com- 
mon Lord and Mailer, are material Articles 
in the new Contraft, we have engaged in : 
Or, if we have drawn any fuch Guilt upon 
ourfelves by the Commiflion of Sin, the 
the only Work which the Arch-Apoftate 

puts 
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puts his Vaflals upon, then the Terms of the Serm. 
Chriftian Covenisuit are, that we fincercly re- Y^' 
pfflt of and utterly forfake it, and pra^- 
cally believe the Gofpel, /. e. fo believe it, 
as faithfully and uniformly to difcharge the 
Duties of it. 

Th 1 Covenant, of which the Son of God wa?; 
the Mediator, is not rigorous but merciful, is 
.devoid of Severity and foil of Favour. Into 
this we all have entered, and have thereby de-. 
livered ourfelves from that Servitude to Sin, in 
which we were bom ; yet not fo wholly, but 
that we are ftill in Danger of being again takeii 
Captives by it. Our Life is a Scene of fpiritual 
Warfare, and we muft not think, we Ihall ever 
be fecure from the Incurfions of our Enemies, 
or viftorious in every Conflid. 
■• " ' , 

There is no Doubt, but that whilft we 

« 

itand upon our Guard, and to the utmoft 

of our Power endeavour to maintain our 

Ground, the Divine Succours will be fuffi- 

cient for our Defence, — fufEcientto prevent 

our being fubdued by Force or feduced by 

Treachery, and to preferve us from fallmg, 

at leaft irrrecoverably falling into the Adver- 

feries Hands by any Aflault or Temptation 

whatfoever. For Cod is faithful^ as fays the 

Apoftlc, 
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S£RM. Apoftle^ 'i»ho will not pjjfer ypittohr tewpfi^ 
VII. above wb^ ym art ailCf visu whilft your 
Spint deaveth fledfaftly* uato him, iu^ wSl 
with the femfrafhH alfi> maki a tVay to 
efcape^ cither the Cunning or the Vidence 
of the Tempter, that ye may he oHe to iiir 
it^ and not be overcome by him (n). 

From hence however fot amy of us to 
fancy or flatter ourielves; thst God will 
keep us from defertingr Inxiv and. &Ilingofi^ 
to Sin by his Alm^ty Aid, when at the 
fame Time we take no matuier of Heed to 
our own Gemgs, is to rely on whar wt 
have no Authority to look for, nor Founda^ 
tiqn to build upon. — • Out afiedionate 
Mafter, though he will hdp u$ to finifh 
our allotted Tafk, yet will not do all our 
Work for us, as if we had no Remains of 
liberty or Ability to ad for ourfdves. 
That we want natural Strength to proceed 
acceptably in his Service mud be acknow* 
ledged, ftill where there is not alfo wanting 
a willing Mind, he fuftains our impotent 
Endeavours with the powerful AfBft^ice 
of his Grace : But this we ihall provoke 
him to withdraw or deny, fhould if be 
either flighted or abufed by us, fliould we 

rcje^ 

(«) I Cor.x. 13* 
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reje^ it withContempt or majceit^^n Handle S^kh,* 
for Ung{^rih4. '. ■ '" ' ' . J^ 

Sai^it t^aul^ in Otder to rivet this Truth 
i$rm in aur Min<;Js, ^es us to undcrftand 
ia .niahy Places ofj his EpiftJes, that we may 
dp, D^J^it^ untq the Spirit of Crraos (o)y — - 
nxay grieve him (j^)yr"Tnzy quench his Ope- 
rations within Vi%.(q)^ and deprive Qurfelves 
of his necefl^iy Concurrence by fiipprefling 
and r^fifting, his Biflotions : And cohfequent- 
ly, that, it is, poflible for usi who have 
been once .enUg^t§ned by tfe orduvary In- 
fluences of, tha- Holy GJioftj^ and *«^^ tafied 
of the heafv,eitly , Gift% to fall a'sv^^ (r)^ to 
break the^ Enga§4|tnei«:s we , have noade with 
our God, and . ew^ge his ; Service, for thp 
Bondage of S^t^n^ 

It were to be wifhed, that fo wretched 
a Defertioa of. the. beft of Maftei^ , had not 
been top, .oftent proved to. be more than 
poflible. When we read in the-Hiftory of 
tht. Old ^^e/iamentj^ that among the, Ifraelites^ 
for whom the. Almighty had . wrpught De- 
li Vjerance.^ by. Signs, and Wonders and a 
ftretched out Arm,^ there were n^any of fo 

ahjcft 

(0) Heb' X. 29. fp) Ephcf. iv. 30. 

(^) I Thcff. V. 19. . {r).Hcb. vi. 4. 
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Sf RM. abjefk a DUpofition, as to prefer 2iXi^gyp- 
Vn* tian Thraldom before the free Enjoyment 
of the promifed Land ; we are jiiftly Ihocked 
at their vicious Stupidity, we deride their 
mifbken Fojly, not confidering, how much 
greater is our own, when we throw oflf a 
light and gentle Yoke to load our Neckjs 
with one altogether infupportable* And this 
.is in Truth the Cafe of every Chriftian, 
Vho -chufes to return to the Slavery of Sin, 
and to enjoy its low Pleafures for a Seafbn, 
rather than bear a few Difficulties, with 
the Profpedk of the moft defirable Advan- 
tages, in the Service of him, who cannot 
himfelf be profitted thereby, and who de- 
mands the Homage and Fidelity of his Ser- 
vants, only as it will proctire them an eter- 
nal and exceeding great Reward, even an 
unfpeakable Weight of Glory. 

' But as the Jews heretofore replied to our 
Bleffed Saviour, who would have made them 
free indeed, free from Sin and Mifery, we 
an AbrahamV Seed^ and were never in Bon- 
dage to any Mm (s)y fo may many among 
Chriftians pretend to vindicate themfelves 
from the Imputation of being in Subje&ion 
to Sin and Satan, by pleading. That they 

arc 

(j) St. John viii. 33. 
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are the profeffed Servants of the Lx)rd their Serm. 
God, and him only will they own for their ^'H. 
Mafter : And this muft be allowed to be a 
good Profeflion and a worthy Refolution, 
when accompanied with a fuitable Praftice •, 
though of little Benefit to fuch as make 
them, unlefs they were found to be better 
grounded and more ftedfaft, than they often 
are feen to be. 

He, that faid, Igo^ Sir^ and went not (t)j 
was wide of performing the Will of hi? 
Father. Nor will the calling our Saviour, 
luord^ Lordy be reckoned a Service well- 
pleafing in his Sight, fo long as we arc 
not careful to do the Things, that he £iys 
or commahds (u). As in all paft, fo in 
all future Ages, it has and will be efteemed 
fafer and more advifable to judge of Men 
by their A£tioriS than their Exprefiions in 
whatever Inftances thefe two difagree, nor 
will that known Liar the Tongue often 
gain Credit to Words, where it has not 
correfponding Deed^ for a Voucher. 

That wbofoever committpth Sin^ is thi 
Servant of Sin (x)^ is the Language of 

R Siixipiure. 

' (t) St. Matth. xxt. 30. («} St, Luke vi. j^ 

(*) St. John y'm. 34. 
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Serm. Scripture and the Pi^iate of Reai^ii: But 
Vn. we are not to undefft9i>d ^tber fo^ as to 
conclude, that tl^ various B^kflidin^ of 
Error or Weakneis, which all l^n arq 
daily exjpofed to through th(; D^gp:)^racy 
of Nature, or even fii^le A6la of morq 
wilful and prefumptuoys, Tnup^ieflions, pro* 
vid^ they are immediat^y iiQ)fnted of 
and forfaken, are fuch a ComQiiQipn of Si% 
as fixes on us the ignominious Title of its 
Servaitts, or exclude us frqm th^ F{ov)4ifkl 
pf God. 

The Servants of Sin are they, ^v^ indulge^ 
thjcmfclves therein ^th Grqed^nefsg^ or cpn- 
tinue in ^ hardened Coui^. of it, in. fpifie^ 
of all the Reftyain^ of God's Gra^ thj?, 
Admonitio^ of their Frie|i4^ vA thg Ch^If:s 
of their owi^ Confcigices. People of t^ 
Sump niay be tpjly fewl iff. %¥ PcglW. 
or M<?tfurc to be brqi^t und^ar thc{ Po^q^ 
of Sm : And of tb^e nppe nw^.trvjly, tl|ai>, 
fych ^ incoipprat^ Wijckedfiel^ into their 
Religion,— nwke moft Cripofs v(mi«) and 
fome meritorious, and teach Mentobdieve, 
whilft they are committing the vikft Ac- 
tions, thaut they are dwig God Sendee: 
Such Perfons im may vjenture to fay^ are 

fold 

I ■ 
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fold imder Sin^ are abje£t Slares to it, and Sekm. 
fcttfedd fit an irttdtemable Captivity, Vll. 



SA-rkir Pitt^^ ifeeaking oS fome feducing 
Teadvm iitc his Timt; d^fciibes diem und(er 
fills CH^fadd% dkt ivB0 tiey promfel thoCc, 
t^tdm they pcnnEterf from the FaftH, la- 
^0> ^Ht ibemfefk;es WeW /2^^ Servants of 
Citruptm arid cntlitaUed to thdr olvn uh- 
gl^dljr Lufe : i^ ^mbm a Mdh is over- 
ioMiy ^ ihd fiaht is 6e hM^bt iii Boh- 
iii^ (f): Wlfen Men hare long and eagerly 
^M^' a Lo6fe tof tlicir deb&uched Inclina- 
tioti^ Vio6 ge(» fo far thier Afceridaiiit over 
thftm, tha« th*^ are reduced to the Cohc^- 
tioA of fuehi a* cannot ceafe from it The 
Prophet puts the Queftion concerping theie 
Menf in very ftrong Tcrnis, Can the i^thi- 
Opiah change bi^ Skin^ oY tbe Leopard his 
Spots f Tben may ye alfo do Goodj tbat are 
4€cuftomei to do Evil (z). Confirmed Ha- ^ 
bfcs are not eafily rooted out, when they 
uke their Rife only from the moft indifSprenc 
Tilings; and much lefs, wien they have 
grown up froitt the Seeds of depraved Na- 
ture, and been watered wftK die Overflbw- 
ings of wantDii Appedte. 

R 2 What 

iy) z St. Pet. if. 19. C^J Jercm. ;Kiii. 23. 
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Serm. 
VII. What the Wife Man affirins of thrfc 
who are addicted to Wine (a)^ is equally 
true with Relpe^t to ail otho^ inordinate 
Offenders \ no fooner do they awake, no 
fooner are tlje Fumes of Intemperance dif- 
perfed, but they will feek it yet agdn ; 
what thefe may call themfelves, whatever they 
may pretend. Sin has manifeftly gained, fuch 
an abfolute Dominion over them, that they 
are expofed to the unhappy Neceffity of 
following it blindly through ^ its Mazes, 
and implicitly executing all its . Orders. 
Whofe Servants fuch really arc, is vifible 
beybnd Contradiftion ; the Thing fp^ks of 
itfelf too plainly to aced any other Proof. 

Thus have I fomewhat copioufly confi* 
dered what it is, and how Men came to 
be the Servants of Sin ; a Point the more 
needful to be fct in a full Light, fince the moft 
abjcft of them either do not know or fcruple 
to acknowledge their Matter, and would fain^ 
be thought to be in much more reputable 
-Service: And after what has been already 
urged, not many Words more are wanting 
to ftate the Notion of Servants of Obe- 
dience^ or fix the Charafter of thofe, who 

devoft 

( « ] Prov. xxiii. 35. 
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devote themfelves to the Sertice of their Sjrm. 
rightfuF Lord, and pay fuchan Obedience VII- 
to God and our Saviour as (hall be ac>» 
cepted by him for Righteoufnefs. . 

If we refleft, how riiuchDuty wc owe 
to Gq^, and -what mighty Obligations we 
are under to our moft, gracious Redeemer, 
for dl he has done and fufFered for us, 
yet how little ^e perform, and how poorly 
we difcharge the Debt of Gratitude unto him, 
we (hall find but fmall Grounds to rank our- 
felves among his Servants, to boaft of belong- 
ing to his Fanriily, or to think our Offices 
entitled to a Reward from his Bounty. 

However, as Chrifl Jefus, our heavenly 
Mafter, experimentally has feh, whereof wc are 
made, having been himfelf fubjcft, according 
to the Fkfli, to all die (inlefs Infirmities 
of our Nature, he does not therefore demand 
or expeft from us more than wc are able to 
do: A Service complete in all its Parts, 
without Fault or Defeft, being in Man's 
prefent Circumftances impradicable. He 
does not forfeit his Lord's Favour, nor is 
he turned off, as incorrigible, even after re- 
peated Mifdemeianours. The Readinefs and the 
Ability of Angels is not looked for at his 

R 3 Hands i' 
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SiRM. iimd^i b«(' thai Service ^, ifjiicj^ ^ 
pjnnitt him t9 ftMf 

Would wc indeed be Fellow-fcrvants 
ignf^ ^ SpntB 2f^d favingly of God's 
HQuftiold, tbp mpft ?ifprpft CJwfcs «^ ow 
(^ovefiarit-chart^ pcquirp u)Sf jx^ bqco|n^ or 
^ QUf Pant upwards becoming nfw Ci^* 
tures, b<«o!tfcn agam umq gpo^ ^or|w. 
Thi|i it run? in 9ne Place, {fye: hve »f, 
kitf try Commandments^ an^ yfi are ny Friends 
if ye dp V)batfeemr J c^ffifnand you (i)^ and 
in anptb^^ H^fiy do we knovu^ ibf^ w 
know bimy if we keep bfs Caimand^nts. He^ 
that faifbj I know bim^ and keefetb not bis 
Commandments^ is a Lsarj apitbe Trufb is not 
in bim* But wbofo keepetb ids Word^ in 
bim verily ir tbe Love of God perfeSed : 
flereby we knew^ tbat we fr^ in bim. He^ 
ibat faitbj be abidefp in bim^ ougbt Ifip^elf 
fo alfo to walkf mn as be-, walked ((). 

Yet that none may be terrified by the 

fuppofed Hardship of the Conditio^ -^s 

are affured, that th^ Obedience iiyii^B^nfjW 

'bound upon all Chriftians, is not a pei^ft, 

cx^ and unfinmn^ Obedience ^ fuch an one 

only 

{h) a John XV. 14. (c) \ St, jfohnii. 5.4, 5,$. 
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only is demabidedy as in our iVeak depraved Serm. 
StWe, lure are dWfe hf God's Mclp to per- ^ jy'IJ-, 
form. The Irtttin fiuhnefs in this Service ^ 
is dways t6 miuit^n a PuHty of Heart, 
though ftot of Life, — to bewail our Frailties 
and infiXinities^ kifd imploi^ his l^^on df 
them thixAigh the Merits of his dear Soh ; 
and "^fhtn we hive fallen, a!» all of us are 
li^Ie to fall, iitto wilful Sin, not to reft 
in a drowfy Thou^htkfihds under the Pol- 
lution, left we aWake fuddenly in eternal 
Mifery, but to return haftify to Gdd with 
true Penitence of Soul, and keep a better 
Watch over our Ways for the future. 

The beft of Men have been fubjeft to 
mott^ Defilements,— have been fenfible of 
nuiherous falfe Steps in the Courfe of theit 
Service to God,— have humbly acknowledged 
them before him, and have not rendered 
themielves the lefs acceptable to him by 
fodi Acknowledgments. They have been 
confcious of many Failures in their Duty, 
l^ve deplored their Wcdcnefs, and upon 
their fo doing have doubtlefs received Par- 
don for the paft, and Grace to ftrengthen 
Aem for the Time to come. 

' Many likewife have through Ignorance 

R 4 or 
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Ser m. or Miftake tranljgreffed the Divine Lat^s ; 
ind altho* fuch an unhappy Turn of Mind 
loes not jvftify MUbchaviour^ or make 
Wrong to be Right, yet it muft alle^nace the 
Guilt of Offending^ So that this Sort of 
undutiful Servants alfo, who rather blunder 
tlian difobcy, may modtftly hope for Mercy, 
if they proflxate themfelvea at their Lord's 
Feet, and in the Words of the Pfalmift 
pray, ev^ry one, Ckanfe tbpu me from my 
fecret Faults (d)^ or in the Language of the 
publican, fay, Qod^ be merciful to me a Sin- 
ner (eX 

Some, again, are hurried into Sin by 
Surprize •, and not having Time or Power 
to recolle<a themfelves under fome terrify- 
ing Apprehenfions have ailed fuch Things, 
as were moft contrary to their ftttled Dif- 
pofition3, and they on Deliberation would 
have abhorred the Thguglits of, St Peter^ 
though he was of a bold Spirit naturally, yet 
being intimidated by a fudden Fear of Death, 
cowardly denied his Lord and Maftet ; but 
on one piercing Look he foon recovered 
himfelf,-.lamented Jiis Offence with' the bit- 
tereft Compun<aion, and being readmitted 
to Favour and ftrentghened in Spirit after- 

wards 

(dj Pf. xlx. 12. (,) St, Lulip jjYiu, 13, 
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wards laid down his Life fw Chrill's Sakis Serm. 
and the Gofpers. And lb may others in Vn. 
like Circumitances hope, that God wvUlook 
graciouQy up(m them, if they behave in like 
penitent .Manner, — ^will forgive them thiir 
Tranfgreflioni, and g^ve them Power to g6 
on ftcadily and ^ith Vigour in his Service. 

The Bfeachcs of Duty, we have hitherto 
taken a View of, as they have a very fmalli 
if any, Qg^ait pf the Will leading to the 
CommiiTion of them, may perhaps be 
thought not wholly inconfiftent with th? 
Singlenefs of Heart proper to good Serv^?,> 
and confequently fuch as will not cu^ then} 
off from the favourable Indulgence pf 't{^ 
kindeft Maflen • . r - 

But this inferior Degree of Undutifulnels 
is not the worft, we may be charged withi 
For what fliall we think of known, willful^ 
and premeditated Faults, — Faults, which nq 
earthly Mailer would pafs by, but utterly 
difcard fo wicked a Servant, as is guilty of 
them, be his Sorrow never fo deep, his 
Promifes of better Behaviour never fo vc^ 
kment ? What Ihall w§ fay of thefc ? Will 
God forgive hii oSending Creature in thcie 
livftanccs, where Man will not his offending 

Brother f 
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SekU. Brotter?— Wc arc ccrtato he ^ ; it being 
.yU. made one CondidiM of the Cdvenant of 

^"^"y^Onccj that, that tf at^ Mm fif^^ kvi bow 
M MouAti ipdh tbe FdttkTy Jefus C^brifi 
tie R^lams^ Ani he is tBt PrapUidtioH 
f^ cgr Sins (f).^-VfUtn "Wt mnember our 
Wayft and att dtfr tVok^s^ whereiii we have 
been defiled, and turn unto the Lord with 
comrite Hettrti^ Aid holy Reicrfuttoh^, and no 
longer livfe the reft of our Thne in Slaverytb 
SiA, but in SubjedMoil to Ac Wl of God ; 
then, tltfdugh Ae ill-powerfid Riflilitnce of our 
Divine Mediator, wffl he give ui Repentance 
tiwto Life, <AA former Itiiquitici fhdl be 
blotted out, and wiA everiaftmg Kindnefs 
Will he have Mercy upon us. This h Ac 
comfortable State of Aofe, who have entered 
themfelves into God's Service on AeGof- 
pd Footing ; from which Acy Ihall not be 
turned c^ a^d treated as Reprobates, 
whilft there is ahy Poflibility of Aeir A- 
mcndmcnt, nor at any time pcriflr, becalufe 
he will not forgive and be reconciled to 
them, but bccaufe Aey will not rfcpent and 
return to him. 

AfTiBit dl, as Innocence" is much better 
Aaii Repentince, and our Matter's Favour 

more 

[/) % St. John ii. I, 2, 
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tj^oi^ 4pr]f«l7le/ {tlvin hit hsat Compoffion^ SxftM. 
let w OOt dU^baft hiiD too 6r by » N<sg- VII. 
le^ of Duty, neither provoke him to with- 
^d iMi Lo^ "M he may ftfll extend his 
Pity: But kC ufl approach in our Obedience 
49 Mar ai nt c^ to thafe good and &ith- 
fvil SefTWXiB v^hq haiire ncMr hditoully diA 
^ibfftd hiam^who 6am thcfar fiift Enmuice 
fitii CGv;eiimt ipith l&a^ Jiam (ibike the ut- 
oiqft. in their Bower to Aiake good thar 
Engagements, and are permitted io pnK 
mile themfelves a higher Place in their Lord's 
Eft^opa^---^ mofo djftinguiflifd Shaae (^ his 
Xibcniity. 

Sucii a^e 1^ Senraitfs, whom the..I/)rd 
delighteth to honour ! And though no true 
Penite9t, — no one, who labours at ai^x Qifdl 
mils of an ample Re<^ital^ if he he ibjund 
watchful and diligent in hi« Work |. yet 
as. ;chqre vdU be Deg;Dees» iof Bounty,, and 
(pmf fliajl receive more and fome kfs fimn. 
the inlimte FuUnefs,, we fliQuld^ were we wiie^ 
fpr oyrfelves, be mpved, tp fiek tb^ tiv mt^ 
excel (^) — to gpo^w in Grace (b)^ tl^t we- 
rpay be advanced in Glocy— r^f we hm;^* 
tearnedy bjm we; ought to tvalk and to ^lutfeGnti^ 

f§ to ahund more and more (i)y — and tfxfre/f 

et^erfy 

(g) I Cor. xiv, 12. (b) 2 St. Pet, iji. i8, 

(1) I ^hx£. iv, \. 
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Sbrm. tagerly tew4rds the Mark, for f be Prize of 
Vir. the ifigb callhtg ef Gcd ix CHrifi Jefus (k). 

What this Reward rtu)rt particularly is, 
it may be expedient ^ in - the laft Place to 
enquire:: And here a comparative View of 
of the W^^ which Sin pays its Servants 
as Will 47X.O^fiMr^, and that partly in this 
Worjdt btit moii . folly* in die next, will 
not ,a| liole contribute to> our cleaner In- 
forn^ation*: 

Nq]v the ^ Servants' of Sb^ are at prei^nt 
requited with Shame and Contempt, — ibme- 
times with Pwis and Difeaies, — and always 
with the Stings of a guilty Confcience. 

Nothing is io trdly Ihameful or (o un- 
worthy of a rational Creature, as the Ser- 
vice of Sin. It degrades Man even beneath 
a Brute ; for the one afts fuitably to its 
Nature in thofe Things, by which the other 
debafes his:— *It blinds the Underftanding, 
perverts the Will, and corrupts the moral 
Senie of Good and Evil : — It makes thofe 
Slaves, who would otherwife be free, and 
chains them down to the vileft Drudgery 
of going contrary to their own Minds, and 
the little Conviftion they have left. — And 

can 

(k) PhU. iii, 14, 
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can there be a lower or more iti&inous A- Serm. 
bafement, than fuch a (hocking Condition ? VII. 

, , This is what thofe^ who hate dcaped it, 
are ftrongly perfuaded of, and even they, 
who groan iinder:it, do in EfFefb ackhow- 
icdge. Elfe why do they perform the Work 
of Sin with fo much Secrecy, and choofe 
Retirement for carrying on their Bufinefs? 
Holy Job gives us a very juft Picture of 
them in faying, ^hey are of tbofe that re* 
bel againft the Light ; they know not the 
If^ays thereof^ nor abide in the Paths there- 
of (k)j well-knowing, that their Adtions will 
by no Means bear it: And they muft be 
hardened indeed, who can boldly avow, 
what fb very much mifbecomes them. He 
illuftrates, what he advances on the Shame- 
fulnefs of Sin, by the Inftance of the Adul- 
terer, wbofe Eye^ he fays, waitetb for the 
.Twilight^ and dij^uifeth his Face (I). The 
Morning is to them even as the Shadow of 
Death: If om know them^ they are in the 
Terrours of the Shadow of Death (m). 

In much the &me Colours, tl»t the good 
Man paints Leudncfs in, may Lying, Fraud, 

Drunkenncfs, 

[k) cli. xxiv. 13. (/) V. 15. 

{^t) V. 17. 
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S£RM. DmnkCTneft» aad- onoft other Vketbe i^io- 
Vn. fcntcd ; They «e aOA tfe Deeds of D«ki* 
nefs, and have lb much inherent Bafends, 
that they, wha aie the greatift Stai^' jto 
them, ac€ (^ vtfy MwiHing to be ktKymi 
and remarked for chem : fiooe m diat Calh 
thejr are fiiie to^ fuflbr in dbdr K^HititibM, 
and to be tieatid widi %Qomiii]i and Dtf- 
grace. 

AvD^ as the ServAnis cf Sun are noir re- 
quited with Shame and Contempt, fo are 
they likewife many . time» with Fans and 
Di&aies^ Luft and iMemnsranoe are moft 
eminently dUtingoifhed t^ dR& Eflfeds^ 
that being a Bin^ wkkh cmfitmtb tw lU^ 
ftruBion (n)^ and this SpiHbg Sorrow^ JVomtdsi, 
and redwfs of Ejih biiif9g.lHat 4t Serpent 0ud 
JUi^ing like m J^der (0). 

Besides, Sin in g^naral' is full' btiof^ 
with Mifchief, and all the" MBieines human 
Nature is espofed tOb are the FVuits of ic 
Pain of every Kmd is the nalcund Rcconb- 
penfe of Ungodlinefs, not only outward, 
but iaward, not only <^ die Body,, but'c^ 
the Mind^ and the moft dr^idfiai of all 
Pains, the Stings of a guilty Confdencc. 

What 



{») Jobxxxi. It. (t) pfQTi axiii. 29^ 36, 3^ 



J 
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What tjhe Slfinrcs to thpir. cw^pf AKe^tipOf SbrMj 
would conceal ffom others ^ey caoqpt hidi^ ^ ^¥' 
from themfelves. They muft feel aod be 
ienflble, that the Advantage, which any 
iiAful In^ulgencci a^i^irdss if m^aa and 
piti^l, ihon-Mv^d aQ4 pc^tAung; but 
tlie iW®»ih of SwU. wjiidi tlic: bkr 
ter Refleftion occafions, is fubftantial and 
hiling, ftai;p i enough ta md^ the moft 
fortuna&e Sinner mmcb^ naufeous enough 
to pall die Ef^fi^mcnts. of the Great and 
Wealthy^ apd a Buoden too heavy fior Maask 
to bear. 

. Y«T ^Qft EviU ar« only like fin^ Eay^ 
m^nt^ th^ cQff^tog: Sum is Mk behind: 
Fisff tk fun W^g8l <rf Sin is Death,, nocr 
ic^. Qjiuch a^ « i^ tjifi. XMimooi of the Soul 
and Body» ^ tl^ uttgr SBpsasmt of both 

fronPL GQ4--IMII: fi> much as it is a tempo- 
ral Difiblution, as an eternal Deftru^ion. 
Then, is Ibcond E)eatb> fiibfisqueiit to the 
firft, whi(^. whafoever is nok foHMd,^ wnuni^ 
in. the: Bofk of Uff^ is lUX Gmolkd among, 
God's S<a:vaiifi$,rr^behaves.not witii the obfe- 
cjuiouSvFideUty. o£ a. tr^e Chrifidiin, when he 
enjoys the happy Priyilege p^ faecomii\g one, 
fhall not efcape : And it will confift in th^ 

being 
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Si(RM. being cuft into tie Lake of Fire (p)^ where 
yn. the Servants <rf Sin jhall be eternally tor- 
mented. 

Whilst on the contrary, the Servants of 
Obedience unto Right eoufnefs are engaged in a 
Work equ^y honourable^ eafyy advantageous. 

The Credit of the Service alw^s rifes in 
PiOfXMtion to the Ctigoity of the Mafber ; 
the Grandeur of the one refledb a Bright- 
nelk on the other. Men glory, and very 
juftly in their Attendance on earthly Princes : 
But much more noble is it to ferve the 
fopreme Lord of iJ* Univerfe : To fulfill 
whofe Commands the moft exalted Creatures 
think it their higheft Honour \ and fhall not 
we poor defiled Mortals be raviih*d at fb 
vaft an Advancement, as to be admitted to 
minifterunto him in the meaneik Offices! 

And, yet to ferve him cannot, properly 
fpeaking, be in any Refpe& mean, and the 
devout Pfalmift had great Reafon for fay- 
ing, that he had rather be a Door-keeper in 
the Houfe of his God^ than to dwell in^ the 
Tents of Ungodlinefs (q). 

Besides, 

{/) Rev. XX. 15. (^ ) Pf. haadr. to. 



I 



Religious Subjects. 257 

Serm. 
BESIDES, as there is nothing low or im- yH* 
becoming, fo is there nothing hard or pain- 
ful in God*s Service : It is, what it is reprc- 
fented to be, perfc6t freedom,— not indeed 
a Liberty of doing what our c3orrupt Na- 
ture nuy incline to (for that is only ano- 
ther Name for Slavery) but a Liberty of 
following^ Truth and Reafon^ of exercifi^g 
Virtue and Righteoufbels, and of obeying 
the Will of God by their own. If fuch 
Work can ^ve Uneafineis, this is an acci- 
dental ESedfc, occafioned, not by anjTHard- 
Ihip in the Service, but by the Incapady 
of the Servants : Who have contra&ed bad 
Habits, and impaired their Strength in their 
former Employ j and therefore, whatever Dif- 
ficulties, they meet with in the new one, 
•ught in JuiHce to be imputed to Sin and 
not to Obedience. 

And be thefc Di^culties never fo great 
at firft, yet they foon vaniib : They are 
found only at the Entrance into God's 
HoufchoM, a litde Time and Application 
will conquer them, and all afterwards will 
become eafy, pleafant, happy. 



Which 



Serm. 
VII. Which bnngs \x% to ti^ cdiicluding Cu> 

^^^"^^^^^^euniftance inoft powerfiiily recdmmendjng 
God^ Semce tausi •!//?. '^itt It is advan- 
tageous-, bdng profitable unt^ ail ' ThingSy 
-iaving Prmifi "tfthe L^ thatnmisy and 
-di fi/U 'orifiekis tt^ cbme (a): ITiere Is 
IX) Imng »e Moifcirit" TOiiifbrtably out of 
% not can Wfc ethcrwac Be exeirrpt from 
the Angiiflh'-ttf -A©nd,'^aiid- the- Appfehefi- 
(ion oT Pttftlfhfeent, .^liieh-'Sin producer. 
To be fee f?oih tficfe EviTs^ . fe ha fmall 
-Advant$gfc ih itiKff ;• thou^ fihalJ m Refpe^ 
rf 4^ inwai-d'i^Juk^ €kri3"^Satisfi.ftion, that 
' ScIf-iAppi«bBi«iorf; aM thofc? glbnW Hopes, 
wMch fiU thft^Hcarl faftfft^ Oliedient: Pcjr 
4ie fVbrk ef JRig^Udnfrteff iB,"if7fet the Pro- 
phet forttelfe. iV'JhalP'be^y Peah,^ and the Ef- 
Jft« Mf^m^hUoi^Js^ ^^kPf^fs^'m^A^urance 
for ever (b). - ■ 

The V, : who a» cottfcious of RaVSig ferved 
God acceptably, 'muft-e«j^9y that blifsful 
Cbmplaccncy of Soul whSch - the World can 
neither gjve to^ nor take from them. So 
long as their Reafon juftifies^and their Con- 
fdence applauds, . what they have . done, how 
infignificant will be the Frowns of Men, 

how 

' [a) iTim.iv»5 {b) Ifai.xxxii. 17. 
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how light will the Storms of Advcrfity fall Serm. 
on them? Whom can 'they fear, or what ^^* 
ihall they dread, who have an Almighty 
Proteftor? How can they want any thing, 
who dwell imder the Patrpnage of the Giver 
of all Goodnefs, under the Eye and Favour 
of the moft indulgent Lord ? When he pro- 
vides for them at prefent, better than they 
can even defire, and will at laft do for them 
infinitely more than they deferve. For the 
Gift of God is eternal Life (c)y in which is 
included every thing that is glorious and 
bleffed, and to which this moft ravifhing 
Sentence will introduce them, IVell done^ ye 
good and faithful Servants^^^-enter ye into the 
Joy of your Lord (d). 

Towards the obtaining whereof, let us 
now and always offer up our Petitions to 
our great Matter in Heaven in thefe ap- 
proved Terms of our Liturgy, Almighty and 
merciful Gody of wbofe only Gift it cometb^ that 
thy faithful People do unto thee true and lauda- 
ble Service^ g^^nt^ we hefeech thee^ that we 
may fo faithfully ferve thee in thisUfe^ that 
we fail not finally to attain thy heavenly Pro* 
mifesy through the Merits of Jefus Chrift our 
Lord. Amen. 

S2 SERMON 

(c) Rom. vi. 23. (d) St. Matth. XXV. 2X, 



1 . « 



SERMON Vni. 



St. Kfatth. xvi. 26. 

For •what is a Man profited, if 
he flmtt gain the niihole Worlds 
and kfe his own Soul? Or 
what pall a Man give in Ex~ 
change 'for his Soul? 

^HOULD we underftand this Serm. 
f Paffage of Holy Writ in the VHL 
f lowcft SenTc, the Woids are^^V^*' 
to capable of, and fuppole, that 
by the Sout here is meant only 
the prefent mortal Life •, our Saviour's Rea- 
fbtung would be however juft and conclu- 
five, For what will all the World and all 
its admired Enjoyments fignify to us, when 
we are removed into quite a new Scene ? 
^Vhither wc can carry nothing away with 
S3 v\ 
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Serm. us (^ ^ pui' earthly Gqpds, ncit^ 1^ 
vni. pur Forop foUow ys. got if v« tdce the 

^'^''^f^ Soul to mean, as it properly does, the 
fgiritual and prmcipal Part . of our Nature, 
VVtUK ifiakes Ms^ to-^ Mqi* rafifinal, mciral, 
and eternal Beings j the Argument will ap- 
por in a much ftroDger L^ht, at the Faf- 
fage is thus raifed to a more exalted Senfe, 
and adaptp4 '** * "^^W exfellent Purpofe. 

If, lift, i? pr^raWe w ftM Things in the 
WfltW t If ■wfcateycr a Mw W poflefled of 
tp woul4 glajdly part widi, to rarifom himfelf 
from the Jaflfs of I^ath : Much more free- 
ly ftiould hp rofigij an hi^ temper^ Acqui- 
fitions togethw with even thU mortd Life 
itfclf (if ncceflary) in order to fevc his Soul,— 
oar obtain a better R^urreSjon and a bkfied 
Immortality. Since (b inconcdvable an Hap- 
pinefs is ^olptely to be preferred before All, 
tha^ Men apcount v^uable in this World, 
and, indeed, bcftfe the \y-orI,4 itfelf. 

■ Thi,s is 
which cui 
!p.ealbn, as 
Revelation : 
Price, whic 
Vices, fet 

Qiaay 
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rrtaAy times, as it' vFcre fix* hodnng, and SkitM. 
tjliitting ^ir Title to ai^ *vtr^iig Ifr ;5?i 

l^tmKc Ibr veiy tiiffirig GcSificteations, brf- 

... , ^- » . 

good Lord, whdfe Jiidgiiient may be im'- 
l^idy reikd ^, was,* w fee. In very diJF- 
^ssrcnt SeitameartSi s^ by ptitting t)ie Qp^ 
Sftibn. fe>me to us, ivduiki ' hare us JuiTwcr k 
for otirfd'^tfi : Which if we do wkK any fct*- 
jiitabte ^ioufiiefs ind ^er due RefleauHS 
-we ihaU bib oh&ged tO' acknowledge the hii- 
tttao Soul ' to feb a Thing' of real* ihtrinfic 
Worth, ks Vahie tt> be inefctnSifele/ and its 
1jo& to be irreparaUe. And t&is dioiiM 
any bhe ignoraAtly' dc^ii^ of, therfe itt ihany 
Ai^guments to 6otreinfee him of his ]ferror, 
Thcfe I pro^xrfe hc^. td. confider with a 
View -of awrakenihg you to a jtirt Senfe of 
yoQt mofL important Interdb. 

!• Thh^ great Value of the Sod: may te 
difcovered from its fiipcrior FactrMcs* and 
Pcrfe6tions above every other Being in this 
World- 

Ttii S0UI9 tho^ fallen from its orij^nal 

I)jgnity, is yet venerable in its Ruins. It is 

capable of reaching with its Thbughtj to the 

nioftdiftaht Objefls either iii Time' or Pkce,. 

of making the paf( and abfent prefeht^ aiM 

S 4 of 
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SzRM. of ranging in an. Inftant through the Uni- 
Vin. vcrfc : — ^It can mark out the Paths, compute 
the Diftances, calculate the Dimenfions, and 
determine the Motions of the heavenly Bo* 
dies : — It meafures the Surface of the Earth, 
and dives into its capacious Womb: — ^Its 
Reaibn extends to all natural Things, and 
en%htened by Revelation advances even to 
fupematural, fo far as to penetrate into the 
invilible Regions of Blifs and Miiby : — ^ 
It can follow £ffe(5b to their Caufes ; till 
through the Chain of fecond Caufes, which 
are but fo many natural Eflfeds dependant 
each on the foregcung, it afcends up to God 
himfelf the great Author of Nature, the 
firft, and, flridly fpeaking, the only Caufe 
of all Things: — In fliort, it is the Soul, 
which alone of all CreatunSs upon Earth 
can trace out its divine Origin, can conceive 
fome faint Idea of the Infinite Creator, and 
look into his adorable Perfeftions. 

And as the Soul can difcem and deipon- 
ftrate the Natural, fb can it tranfcribe and 
. imitate the Moral Attributes of God. How- 
ever low it may lay grovelling now, or 
how much foevcr it may be at prcient 
' polluted, yet is it capable of being lenewed 
after the Image of him, who formed it ; of 

bwg 
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being pimfiedi even as he is pure, and Serm. 
raifed almoft to an Equality with thofc re- VIIL 
fined -angelic Natures, which- do moft nearly 
refemble the Fountain of all Excellency. 
Truth, Holinefs, Juftice, Goodnefs, and the 
like, are the glorious Robes, with which the 
Soul may adorn itfelf •, and by getting free 
from the Dominion of Senle and the Bon- 
dage of Corruption, by keeping a due Re- 
ftraint on carnal Appetites and gradually 
weaning itfelf from the Pleafures of the 
Body, it may be trained up to lead a Ipi- 
ritual and divine Life, to relifh here in this 
depraved State the heavenly Food of Wif- 
dom and Purity, of Love and Contempla- 
tion : With which it (hall for ever folace it- 
felf hereafter, if it is diligent to root out 
^whatever may vitiate or corrupt its Tafte, 
and relifh of fuch elevated Enjoyments. 

Thus, to no contemptible Degrees of both 
natural and moral Perfeftion is the So«j1 even 
now able, by God*s Grace, to attain ; and * 
yet thefe, we arc furc, flball be inconceiv- 
ably heightened in-thc World to come, aad 
the Joys refulting fix)m them be as bound- 
lefs in tiieir Continuance, as m their Nature, — 
fully as cxtcnfive as the Faculties of the Spul^ 
and everlafting as it? E,£icnce* 

And 
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Vm Ahd this intimate to us aaother Argu* 
mcnt of the Value and Excellency of the 
Soul, namely, tiat it is immortal. It is not, 
like the material Beings we daily f<^ and 
are daily employed about, made up c^ an 
infinite Number of grois and jarring Par* 
ttcles, perpetually liable to Change, Cort- 
ruption, and Diiibiution ; but it is an in^ 
corpoieal Subilaace, as diftind: fbom Mat- 
ter in its Natarc as in its Properti^ pi^re, 
fimpk afid vmcoaMpoondal, without all dif- 
agrecing Qualities and divfiUe Parts,^ one 
rpirkual £&nce^ by ltd omi original Con^ 
ftirc^n altogether &ee an[d exempt from 
any Decay, and by its very Frame appointed 
to an eteimt Ejail^ence, a Pri^l^ it can^ 
not be deprived of by a iefs A£t of Owr 
nipotence, than that by whick it was at 
lirft created, nor poffibly robb'd of thofe 
nMfures, when onc^ in its Fhiilioi^ which 
spe at God's Ri^ Hand f<^ evermore. ^ 



' THEsr Arguments, Aiggeftcd'by ouf 
fon, for die incfliniaHc Vyiiie of the Soulj 
may be farther fttehgthfeiied fr6m corifidci^ 
ing, what Pl^fe ir be^Ys in its^-^fli^cr's 
Efteem ; whofe* iiherring Kno^/cfed^will not 
permit him to ju(4ge^ar5iifi ckJnccrtiing the 

imrinfic 



1 
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intrinfic real Worth of Things, And if we Serm. 
find it to be exceeding precious in his Sight, VIIL 
well may we dlow it to be highly valu- 
able. Let us fhen enquire and learn from 
the Divine Conduft towards Mankind, at 
what an advanced Price the whole God- 
liead, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, are 
pleafed to eftimate the Souls of Men. 

God the Father, when he purpofcd to cre- 
ate thefe fpiritual Beings and unite them to 
Bodies of Clay, well-knowing the vaft Ha- 
zard^ they would be cxpofed to and the in- 
finite Jlifques they would run (though no 
other than were the Confequence of a free 
but peaceable Nature) was fo deeply con- 
cerned for their Rrefervation, that he thought 
nothing too much to fecure them in a Way. 
confiftent with their eflential Liberty and 
Poflibility of Tranfgreffing. As they were 
to be placed in a State of Tryal to be 
trained up by a Life of Holinefs to a Ca- 
pacity fqr higher Enjoyments, than what a 
krreftrlal Paradife could afibrd, it was ex* 
toedidit to appoint fome Tcft of their Obe- 
dience and what left Proof could there be 
fexpeftdd, than the abftai^ing from the FVuit 
of owe only free atnidft that Profiifum of 
PeUght9, which he had fpread arouftd them ? 

And 



I 
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And when the Almighty forcfaw^ that 

they would neither hearken nor obey, 

that being willingly feduced by the Subtlety 
of the Tempter, they would forfeit their lii- 
nocence and his Favour, and oblige his 
Juftice, to banifh them from that Seat df 
pure Pleafures, where he fhould place them ; 
fuch was the Overflowing of his tender Re- 
fpeft for them, that he decreed to remove 
the Scene of their Happinefs from Earth 
to Heaven: And to that End he inftituted 
the Covcnarvjt of Repentance inftead of that 
of Innocence, which they h^d fo btfely 
broken both for their Pofterity and them- 
felves : All their Dcfcendants as Inheritors of 
their depraved Nature having finned in them, 
and come fhort pf the Glory of God. 

And thajt by Uiis new Syftem of Recon- 
ciliation God might the more effeftually 
recover tlie lapfcd Creatures from Sin and 
Mifery, he determined to grant it in fuch 
a Manner and upon fuch wife and weighty 
Confiderations, as fhould affeft them at once 
with the deepeft Senfe of his Mercy and 
Compaffion, and the moft awful Dread of 
hi^ Severity and Juftice -, that fo whijft by 
ti>e fdrmer he gently drew them, by th^ 

latter 
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latter. he might terrify them intQ Amend- Serm, 
mcnt. Vin. 



But Repentance without Punifliment could 
not atone for their Dilbbedience ; and it has 
evidently appeared from the Event, that fome 
more valuable SatisffiAion was neceflQuy^ and 
therefore demanded by mfinite Wifdom, Ho- 
linefs, and Juftice, in order to render a Re- 
conciliation with Sin-poUuted Souls confident 
with the Authority of his Government over 
them, and die Purity of his own Divine 
Perfeftions. 

T o puniih the Offenders themfelves muft 
have been utterly to defbx)y them, and to 
leave no Objects for unbounded Goodnefs to 
be exerciled upon, — to pardon them with- 
out any Suffering muft have encouraged 
them to offend ftill more prefumptuoufly ; 
iGod thought fit therefore to chalk but a 
middle Courle, and avoiding entire Dcfhuc- 
tion on the one Hand, and abfohite For- 
^venefs on the other, he as wifely as gra- 
cioufly appointed and accepted of, a vica- 
rious Punifhment. 

But to manifeft in the lugheft Degree both 
iiis Efteem of th« Souls of Man and his 

Abhorrence 
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Vm. admit no meaner Perfon for ttieir Subfiatute 
to fuffer in their Place and Stead, than his 
Mlf beloved Soa^ ia whom he was well 
pk^&cl The io&uca Value of whole Suf^* 
fiuii^ plaifily 4ifia»v^ the Value of tbofe^ 
Ibr whom he fiiffiEstd ^ wf^ in tUs wi^ 
nntnifefi^i $im Lw9 ^/ ^6d UR/Mrdsuii Jbi- 
amfe Mntf God^ fmt Us Mnl^-t^t^n Sotrkiiw 

* 

hi Jeni him t^ h A&» Pr^ftitmtim /ir sur 
Sins (i^)^ aod to be mikh Sin (i. i. a Sic** 
Offering) /(^ usy that we might be made tlMt 
Righteoufnefs of God in him (b). To the 
Praife ef the Qle9y\of Hf Gwct^ whereifthe 
hath Mic^ed us iff tie BelfV(^4^ 4n wkfommi 
hofue RfiientpiioH ihretfsh his MMi^ the Por^ 
pMnefs of Sm^ 4iccefkling^ 4o the Rkbe^ of 
bis Grace frji^^aad Cfe^ -iif^ Slivered iy-^ 
the determinate Counpel ^fy^^fr^^^^^^^l^ ^ 
God was by wicked Hands m^uc^ed, emdjkin f x^, 
for the'&^ation.of our Offences-: WJwne- 
upon God was gpaciou()y^ p|^^ ^^ receive iiis 
fallen Creature again into hia'Favpuiv pro- 
mifing to xnown them- witl^ - Rewards- far^ 
beyond their Deferts, if the^ rctitfnedr from 
their evil Ways, and put off concerning die 

fcmier 

(a) I Sh Tblin IV. 9, id. ( t) 2 &x. r. 2r. 
(cj %hef. I 6, 7. {d) Aas ii. 23. 



J 
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former Converfation the old Man, which is SbUlm, 
Corrupt a<rcordit% to the dtfceitftil l,ufts -, or VlII. 
Otherttrife, if thejr petfifted in their rebellious^ 
Impenitence^ trea&ring up Wrath againft the 
bay of Wraths ro inflift oh thern the Punifh- 
ments, tteyfhbuld juftly deferve. Agreeably 
to what he ha* revealed unto us by his 
Apoftle (e)j that he will render to tbem^ 
ivbo hy patient Continuance in well doing feek 
for Glory ^ Honour ^ and Immortality ^ eternal 
life ; hut to tbem . that are contentious and 
do not qiey fbe^ ^ruth^ . iut obey Unrightiouf 
nefSy Indignation and. Wfathy ^tribulation and 
Anguijh upon every Soul of Man^ that doth 
Evil J of the Jew firji^ and alfo of the 
Gentili. 

This is' the Plan of that Deliverance, 
which for the Benefit ^ c£ the Souls of Men 
^tuit Divine Wifdom contrived before the 
Fall, and Mercy executed after it ; and by 
this the Fkther of Spirits moft evidently ex- 
preflcd t;he great Regard he had for them. 

Nor have we ^efs remarkable Proof of 
tile exceeding Wgh Value, which God the 
Son our Saviour fat on them, if we may 
judge thereof by the Price he paid for them. 

It 

(e) Rom. ii. 7, &c, 
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Serm. 

VIII. It is manifefty that he had no contemp- 
tible Opinion of the Worth of Souls, in that 
for their Sakes he willingly undertook to 
bear the chief Part in the Father's moft 
ftupendous Scheme, calculated not lefs for 
their Good, than his Glory. 

To fave Mens precious Souls, he thought 
it worth his while to be made lower than 
the Angels, — to come down froni Heaven, 
from the Boibm of infinite Blifs, and to 
partake of Flefh and Blood, though he was 
in the Form of God^ and in Nature and Effence 
equal with God •, yet for their Improvement 
and Deliverance he condefcended to make 
himfelf of no Reputation^ and to^ take upon 
him the Form of a Servant (/), to live a 
poor miferable Life, and to die a painful, 
lingering and accurfed Death. Thus Cbrijl 
bath once fuffered for Sins^ the Jufi for the 
Unjujl^ that he might bring us to God (g). 
He was free, as Jfaiah had of old prophe- 
fied concerning him, to be defpifed and re- 
Je^ed of Menj to become a Man of Sorrows 
and acquainted with Griefs that we with 
his Stripes might he healed (b)^ — and as it 

has 






(/} Phil. ii. 6,7. (^) I St. Pet. iii. 18. 

Ifai. liii. 3, 5. 



' 
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has been fmce preached unto Us in the Serm. 
Gofpcl, that H^e wtre not redeemed with con VIII. 
ruptiik Tiings^ ds Siher dnd Goldy hui ibith 
the precious Blood of Cbrijl^ ascfd t4mh with-' 
out Blemijh and without ^pot^ who ^ai fori 
ordained before the Foundation of the Worldi 
but ; was ma^ifefied in ihefe lafi Times (i). 

And can we think, that tke Son of God 
Would "^have paid down fo vaft a Price, as 
his very Life and Blood f6r mean and worth- 
lefs Things ? He could not have (o low 
an Efteem of his own divine Glorj^, as to 
diveft himfelf of it for Trifles J He touid 
not have; fo flight an Appr^henfion of Shame 
and Diftrefe, Pain and Mifery, as to thruft 
himfelf. into ia State of fuch Suffering for 
Bemgs of httlc Value. Nothing, but what is 
ineftimable, could over-balance the Blifs, he 
parted >vith, and the Anguifli he underwent 
How then tan we imagine thofe Souls to 
be of fmall Atcount, which the Son, one 
in Majefty.^d Divinity with the Father, 
thought worth the dying for? He, Who is 
infinitely wife and knowing, cannot be mif* 
taken in the Value of Things^ hor by any 
Fallacy be induced to make lefs than the 
tnofl: confiderable Pwchafe at fo e^ceffivc a 
Rate. 

['$) i S». Pet. i. i^ t^> 
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SttlM« 

Vfllr We may ftill further be convirtced of the 
high Importance of our Souls frohi the fin- 
^gukr Refpeit and Concern, which the Fidly 
Ghoft has alfo fhewcd for them* 

It is for their Sakes, that 'he has (o induf- 
trioufly operated in the Kingdom of our Sa- 
viour, — that he has taken fo much P^s to 
make the Subjeifcs thereof happy. It is upon 
their Account, that he has made fo many 
Revelations of God*s Will to Mankind, and 
confirmed them by mighty Signs and Won- 
ders,— that he has ufcd fuch Aftonifhing 
Methods to make the Kingdoms of the 
World become the Kingdom of our Lord 
and of his Chrift, in order to extricate the 
bewildered Souls of Men out of thole Mazes 
of Error, in which they had involved arid loft 
themfelves. And it is for their Benefit, 
that he ftill continues to fhed forth his 
heavenly Influences upon them, — that he ftill 
infpires them with pious Thoughts, and im- 
portunes them with urgent Motives, from 
a View of quickening them if poffible, to a 
Senfe of their Danger, of opening their Eyes, 
^ that they fleep not in Death. So zealoufly 
and affeftionately is die bleffed Spuit con- 
cerned for the Welfare of Men's Souls, that 

he 
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hf wjll npic rfifig!> fuch a Char^ to them- SzkM. 
felvfis, tp the Guidaacf^ of tb^ir own^Rfafon ; '^• 
ihp* OW ,^T^ghj:<biftk, .thwr nat«ral Power? 
i\m^ Xufficieattogw^d tbsoi frpm jhqfeRpcXs 

gtad .ShelX^, .fp.-whiph tiicy ^e pl:M>pxious in 
-jpaOir^g ttwangh the 4«^erp\^5'OcA?n pf the 
Wpdd. 

But he hett^ knpws , hpw.rnuchth^y nec^ 
his divine Afliftance; and therefore never 
J^aves tb^m aor forfekes .tl>^m, tUl they re- 
i^punce, m^ do D^fpitc to him. He never 
ilumbereth nor fleepeth; but is contimially 
watching over them for their Gpod, by v^- 
xious Ways warning them of any Evil, which 
threatens them, and afllfting th^m againft the 
Affaults pf thofe malicious Spirits, who range 
up and down in the E^th, fe^king whon) 
they may feduce. 

» 
And in all fuch Cpnflifts, unlefs our Souls 

cowardly and wilfully draw back, their great 
Supporter -renders them more than Conque- 
rors. And when, as many times they do, 
ihey yield themfelves Captives to the Ene- 
mies of their Salvation, yet does he not pre- 
fently give them up for Ipft.-, bythe pur-» 
fues them eagerly, in order to their Refcue,— 
<fljUow5 tfacifa with his Motions and Impor- 

X ij tunities, 
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ScRM. tunlties, and never dcfifts, till he has rcco* 
Vni. vered them out of the Snare of the Devil, 
or found them fo abfolutely in Love with 
their Chains, as not in the leaft to fecond 
his gracious Efforts for their Deliverance* 
When he finds them fo ftupidly fond of 
Death and Deftrudtion, he like a grieved 
Friend leaves them with Reluftance to their 
fad Choice and deplorable Fate. 

After all this, and much more that he 
has done, can we fuppofe, the Holy Ghoft 
would be fo diligent in his Miniftry for 
Souls, — would take liich Pains to fave them,— 
would continue to exercifc his Care over 
them on Earth, whilft the Son intercedes for 
them in Heaven •, if he did not know af- 
furedly that they were of an exceeding high 
Value ? 

It would be a leffening of the Argument 
I have been upon, to urge here that Efteem 
and Concern, which the Angels in heavenly 
Places entertain for their Fellow-creatures in 
this inferior Worlds of like fpiritual NatUriC 
with themfelves ; fmce the affedtionate Re- 
gards of the Deity are infinitely more ho- 
nourable, as well as beneficial, than thofe of 
the chiefeft created Beings : And fmce befides 
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they are Servants of his that do his Pleafure, Serm. 
all minijiring Spirits fent forth to minijier for \P^ 
them who fhalLbe Heirs of Salvation (k). 
So that whatever kind Offices they do us, 
are ultimately to be refolved into the Love 
and Favour ,of our common Lord and 
Matter, and to him miift the Glory be 
afcribed, 

« 
I SHALL therefore rather proceed to tliis 

awakening Confideration, that the Lofs of 

the Soul is, what our Saviour declares it to 

be, irreparable^ 

But can an immaterial Subftance be dif- 
folved, or an immortal Being perifh ? Either 
of thefe Points mull not be affirmed. No, 
by the Lofs of the Soul we are not to un* 
derftand its ftrift and proper Deftruftion^ 
as though it could be wiped out of the 
Book of Naturcj^ or ceafe to have any more 
Exiftence in the Univerfe. The Deprivation 
if is capable of undergoing, is of its Happi- 
nefs, not of its Effence, and fuch amazing 
Injury and Damage may it receive, as tQ 
make even Annihilation itfelf (however ^read* 
fill the Thought) to be coveted as a 
Bleffing. 

T 3 This 

(k) Heb. i» I4» 
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Serm. 

Vlfi. This aw^t TruA appeaii irnqtiefficiiabfe 
from thofe dreadful Tdritianft, the Sotlt iS 
obnoxious to. For tho* we arer altdgethc* 
ignorant of the Manner, hem one Spirit a6fc$ 
upon another, yet the ReaKty of the Fii^ 
there is no room to difpute, and conf*. 
quently an immenfe all-commanding Spirit 
can make fuch, as are finite and dependant, 
to become fenfibic of his Wrath and 0if. 
pleafulie in many more Ways than we ire 
ftow able to conceive •, and diough ouf Souls 
fecm not capable of being affefted with ma- 
terial Strokes, ftill who can maintain with 
any Colour Of Proof, that they may not have 
difiriai and terrifying Thoughts imprinted oil 
them, fuch as Ihall tbrtUte theni inexpreflibly 
Day and Night. 

A Specimen hereof is fometimes afforded 

4t prefent in the Agonies of defpairing Pcr- 

fons \ who labouring under no vifiblc Indif- 

pofition of Body are however feized with 

ftich an inconceivable Anguilh of Mind, as 

ito corporeal Pains cah bear any t^ropOrtito 
ta 

And if the Soul is in this World liable tx> 
feel Ae wrathful Refeatments of the Almigh- 
ty, what Ihall hinder it from having as 

quick. 
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quick, or probably a much quicker Senfe of Se,b.m. 
them in that which is to coipe? ^2.2;' 

Many, indeed, are now by fenfual Mirth 
and vicious indulgences diverted from re- 
Hefting on their Aiftions, and frequently 
lull themfelves afleep with falfe and deceitful 
Hopes, crying. Peace, Peace to their Souk, 
when there can be no Peace, fo long as 
their Offences againft God, their Neighbours 
and themfelves are fo many. But in ano- 
ther State Things will appear in their pro- 
per Drefs and genuine Light: None (hall 
then be able to impofe on themfelves, much 
lefs on Bm, from whofe Sight there is no 
Darknefs nor Shadow of Death* which can 
hide the Workers of Iniquity. They will 
then be expofed to theif own furiou? 
Thoughts, and nothing IhaU they hav?-t9 
ftiU the Clamours of their guilty Minds : 
As Thought is the infeparable effeptial PfQ- 
pcrty of the Soul, the felf-condernoed Sin.- 
ners will be always ^ndfir the Lalfi pf Con- 
icience, reprefcnting continually to their View 
thofe Crimes, which have feparated l?^ep?» 
God and them, and fet an invincible Ba; 
tjetween them and Happinefs : Their Per- 
ceptions too wm be much clearer than ^ 
prefent, and their Conviaions more fharp 
- .• • T 4. '"^^ 
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Serm. and piercing. The perverfe Obftinacy of 
VIII. thofe Sinners againft their own Sovils in fly^ 
"^ '^ ' ing from Life, arid courting Death, will 
then fhew itfelf in the moft confounding 
Light, and ftrikc them through with Sorrows 
unfelt on this Side the Grave. Whatever 
Amufements the guilty Mind may meet 
with here in the Body, it will find 
none when out of it, to keep it from turn- 
ing its own Tormentor, No carnal De- 
light (hall follow it, but in Remembrance 
only, bitter tp the Thought and frnarting to 
the Refledtion •, fo that its Enjoyment in 
this Sute will prove its ]^u^Uhmci;it; \\\ thq 
(lext. 

Nor (hall the fin-defiled Soul obtain any 
more Satisfadion from its Company than 
from, itfejf. For if it; madly perfifts irj 
provoking God*s Vengeance by its impious 
Courfes during the Time of it^ prefent Pro^ 
bation, it ftiall alfo be tied down tp the in- 
fulting Converfation of DeViJs ai^d tlie Fury 
of ejcecrable Spirits. It is even natural for 
Beings of the fame Kind and Diipofition • to 
aflbciate together •, and it is n]or?over one 
of the fixed L^ws of the future World, 
that the Wicked fhall have no Inheritance 
with the Righteous. Between us and you^ 
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fays Abraham to the rich Man, there is aS^Ku. 
great Gulfk fixed ; fo that theyy which would VIII. 
pafs from hence to you. cannot y neither can"-^^^ 
they fafs to us^ that would come from thence 
(I). When thQ Souls of the Ungodly then 
arc fcparate4 fron^ their earthly Manfions, 
they ftiaH be confined to the curfed Society 
of the Apoftate Angels, whom they have 
chofcn. to .imitate and refemble, and who 
will take as much malicious Pleafure in up- 
braiding and tyrannizing over them, as they 
do now in tempting and careffing them. 

In this difmal and comfortlefs Situation, 
this hateful and moft fhocking Company 
muft the impenitent Soul drag on its Time 
till the general Refurredioh, and the final 
Judgment. When being reunited to its old 
Companion the Body, difi^erent indeed in 
Quality, yet the fame in Subftance, it fhall 
be rendered capable of fiiftaining corporeal 
as well as mental Tortures, and be punilhed 
(as the Holy Spirit exprefsly declares) with 
unquenchable Fire. For the Lord himfelf 
Jhall in that Day defcend with' a Shout in 
flaming Fire^ taking Vengeance on them that 
know not God and that obey not the Gofpel 
of our Lord Jefus Chriji (m)y who Jhall be 

turned 

{/) $t, iukc xvi. 26. {m) z Thcff. i. 8. 
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Serm. turned into Helly where their Pf^orm dieth 
YJ^£* not J iknd their Fire is not quenched (n). Such, 
as ftand out hardened in their ungOjdly 
Courfes, offend with an high Hand, and 
will not now be reclaimed from their Wick- 
cdnefi, Ihall then be involved in thofe raging 
Flames -, — their Bodies fliall for ever burn, 
but never confume ; — -and their Souls be 
laflied with all the Terrors which an un- 
limitted and ahnighty Power can juftly in- 
flift, added to their own internal Anguilh^ 
Rage, and Defpair. 

And that thefe Torments, as complicated 
as the Crimes which c^^fe them, will be no 
lefs eternal in Duration, than intenfc in De- 
gree, is very dear and evident from plain 
repeated Teftipionies of Holy Scripture ; 
which muft eftablifh the Faith of every 
Chriitim as to this Article on a Foundatiot^ 
t{oo firm to be undermined by the Ob- 
jcftions of depraved Reafon, or the Preju- 
dices of a viti«e.d Sejf-love. The righteous 
Judgpe has himfelf affurcd us in his Gofpel, 
that in the Ejtd of the Worlds he, the Son 
of Atan frail come in bis Ghry^ ^nd all the 
holy Angels with hinij then fhatt be Jit on 
the throne of his Glory ^ and before him fhatt 

be 

(n) St. Mark ix. 44. 
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be gathered all Nations: — ^hen Jhall be fay S&rm. 

(dfo fy tbtfh m tie left tlani^ Depart from "^^11. 

me^ Xe tUffed^ into tOertafting Fire prepared 

far the Devit and . his Angels. Nor fliall 

the Exedifibn be cfela^d, but thefi JSaff go 

away into everlajiing Panijhment (o). And 

in the Book of his prophetic Revelation he 

foretells, that in thoji Days Men Jhall feek 

Death y and Jhall not find ity and fhalt deftrt 

to die J and Death fhall fke from them (p) — 
that they Jhall drink of the Wine of the 

Wrath of God^ "which is posred out nsoithont 

Mixture into the Cup rf his hdignation^ — 

that the Smoke of their Torment afcendeth up 

for evet and tver^ and they hofve no R^ 

Day nor Night (q). 

Now ^hat can thefe cxprcfe Paffiges 
mean, if they are not to be undcrftood of 
endlefs Suffermgs? Mutnan Sophiftry may 
difguife, or good Nature foften the Force 
of them : Evafions have been often foiand 
out, and as often overthrown ; and to inter- 
pret fueh Wnt Tente «nly o^ teinpomiy Pu« 
nifiimehts^ hai beeft Ire^Mmly IkiWn to ht 
^ mjiilHBa^ j^mff l4g di* tha Seflft <if 

[o) St. Matth. XXV.' 31, 31, 41, 46. {/) Rev. ix 5. 
(f ) ^v". 10, II. 
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Serm. 

*VIII. But let not us be in the Number of 
thofe, who deny or douht of the Truth of 
God*s Threatenings any more than of his 
Promifes, — who fancy there is in the Deity 
a latent Will contrary to the Revealed, and 
flatter with Hopes of Mercy in Store^ even 
fuch as have wearied out the Divine Pa* 
tience, and been all their Life-time treafur- 
incT up Wrath agamft the Day of Wrath, 
Rather let us believe God to be true, and 
and every Man, who difputes his Veracity, 
a Lyaj.: Let us be convinced by Reafon, 
by Revelation, that nothing can be given 
in Exchange for the Soul, fo that he muft 
let that alone for ever ; and knowing thofe 
Terrors of the Lord to be certain, let us 
diligently labour to efcape them, it being 
an infinitely wifer Part to rely on his De- 
clarations for the Truth of thefe Things,, 
than to wait for Conviftion from our own 
Experience, 

Upon the whole, if any . thing here be- 
fore oflfered has been thought weighty enough 
to make a ri^t Impreffion on us,— if we 
arc roufcd to a due Senfe of the.ineftimable 
Value and in^arable Lofs of our Souls, a 
flight Exhortetion will be fufficient to pre- 
vail 
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vail on us to guard them with a Vratch- Serm. 
ful Eye, and preferve them blamelefs unto^ ^]t 
Chrift*s heavenly Kingdom, nor on any Con- 
fideradon part with that to Satan, which 
Jefus has pUrchafed for God. 

The Tempter, no doubt, will make us large 
Offers,* and, where nothing lefs will allure us, 
all the Glories of the World fhall be at our 
Service, if we will fall down and worlhiphim.— 
But it is obvious what wretched Gainers we 
Ihall be by taking fuch a rafh Step: And 
befides, what is all, .that the Devil has to 
give (were every earthly Good really in his 
Poffeflion, as he falfely pretends) when com- 
pared with thofe heavenly Bleflings, which 
God has promifcd, and will infallibly beftow 
on fuch, as commit their Souls to him in 
well-doing ? 

Pf^at therefore pall // profit a Man to 
gain the whole ff^orld^ and lofe his own 
Soul? Shall the Benefit received bear any 
Proportion to the Damage fuftained ? That 
all fublunary Treafures ^re a poor Price for 
our Souls, will eafily appear from weighing 
the Profit agsunft the Lofs. 



Thm 
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Sbrm. 

VBI. Tr£ Qoe Jias been .alttady iecn^— and 

&r the Qtbcr, what mj^ty Advantage ^:an 

the cntiie PoBeOixm pf the ^de World 

be to us? Can 4t 4idmini£l;er more>than 

Necefiaries and Conveniencies to .the Body^ 

M^ will not a Cootp^tency do^us as well? 

Is the gpeatciik Abundance ^le to ^gntti% 

imr extoav«gwt {i^i^peti^, or will it fiot 

rather essdte thmi ? Cto not Atos Defims 

incrcafr wi A their .ikq^oon^, ^and 4s. not 

<be Whole a«wvaJ?k*of (giving .^wn Con- 

^m, as <hc £Mt:^y ore ia^»^ JMbaftess 

Granting howi^er, .^hatthe "Wiprid ,could 
iatbfy the ov^ Sflecdy* 7^t what Gotnp^ 
rifon is there bctiKsett the.ibdulgence.vOf pur 
Fancies and the Forfeiture of our&wls? If 
we ruin them for ever to obtain the lin- 
ful Pleafures of a Monient^--if for the &ke 
Df Things, we want not,; and Jball Jiot.en- 
joy, we plunge purfelves isto ii^nite Mi- 
fety, can fuch a Q»9du& >be jitftified to 
common Prudence ? 

Nor would our FdoUy be^ ^1 .the, more 
excufablc, were we to purchafe by the Sale 
ff our Souls the moft rapturous DeUghts 

during 
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idtiring our IprefemBdi^. But^hk k widely Serm. 
dificring from otfr'C&fe: Fcfr when any of Y^* 
iis have gotten the fcu?geft Shsnt 5f external 
Goods, it is very doubtful whethd: tliey 
will prove good,* or we ihall be a Jot the 
happier for them. Though they will moft 
certainly make tis InUCh ittore unhappy than 
we fliould have been without them, if either 
"by railing Emry in others, they texpofe us 
to thofe Stoi^ms, which would have blown 
over us in a Idwer State, or by promoting 
Luxury in ourfelves, they bring on us and 
our Pofterity fuch racking Difeafes, as leave 
us far more wretched, than Poverty would 
have done. 

Can the Gain then tempt Men to run 
themfelves into everkfting Perdition, fpr the 
Sake of uncertain Goods, and thofe too of 
a very uilcertain Contiiliianee, fince they are 
not fecure of p6ffeBing -th^m for an Hour^ 
nor can have any Aflurance of their Stay 
with them? But ifth^ do not leave their 
Owners, and flee away like an Eagle to- 
wards Heaven, ftill is it not poffible that 
the Owners nuy be taken frdm them, that 
as foon as we have made -^stnipk Provifion 
for many Years Indulgence, we may be 
fnatchcd away like the rich Man in the 

Gofpel, 
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Serm. Gofpel, upon tjhe Very Brink of Enjoyment, 
VIII. and hurried into ^ wretched Eternity, there 
to languifh away thofe Years in Aoguilh, 
which we thought to have fpent in Senfu- 
. ality ? Or, though we Ihould be permitted 
to continue here and fenjoy ourfelves to the 
utmoft Stretch of our loofe DefireS, though 
we be fuffered to grow as old in Vice as 
the antediluvian Sinners, does hot this after 
all pafs away like a Tale that is told ? 
And what fucce^ds, but infinite Detriment 
and eternity of SharnCj Regret ahd Mifery ? 
So that the longeft Life of linful Gratifica- 
tion is a very poor eJichange for a State 
of endlefs and inconceivable Wretchednefs, and 
to part with our Souls for the lEnjoyment 
of the World and all its Glories, Were 
our Time here to be lengthened out to a 
thoufand Ages, Would ftill be aii Aft of 
the moft blind and de^erate Sottilhhefs: 
Becaufe, to lofe our SoUls, is to be eter- 
nally mifcrable without Relief, eterrially 
tortured without any Intervals of Eafe or 
Reft- 

To what an inconceivable Degree then 
muft our Imprudence be aggravated, if we 
part with our Souk for fuch uncettaiii, in^ 
terrupted, and precarioaas Bleflings? To 

throw 



^ 
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throw ourfelves into never ceafing Torments Serm, 
for the Fruition of an unfatisfaftory and a y^J' 
' tranfitory World, argues us in fhort to be 
entire Strangers to Reafon, and utter Ene- 
mies to our own Intereft. 

T o draw at length to a Conchifion. If the 
whole World will not countervail the lofs of 
our Souls, let us not idly difpofe of them 
for a much lefs valuable Confideration, let 
us not wantonly and in Sport throw them 
away, without any Profpeft of the leaft ad- 
vantagious Return, and yet this is the daily 
Trade of Thoufands •, witnefs only the great 
Crimes of common Swearing and intemperate 
Drinking, which notorioufly reign among all 
Ranks and Degrees, and as they are the Shame, 
fo, it is to be feared, they will become the 
Ruin of a moft abandoned People. The 
Unprofitablenefs of the former of thefe evil 
Praftices a Word or two will make fufE- 
ciently apparent. It is abfolutely void of all 
Temptation, it indulges neither the Appetites 
of the Senfual, nor gratifies the Inclinations 
of the Covetous, it is the mere overflowing 
of an unfandtified Spirit, which dares to vi- 
lify and provolce its Maker, in dpwn-right 
Gaiety and Infolence. The Offender can get 
nothing by all his vaiinf atid profane Oaths 

U but 
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Serm. but a Stain and a Difhonour, he muft render 
Vm. himfelf the Objea of God's Difpleafurc and 
Man's Contempt; and as he defies the di- 
vine Power, and affronts the divine Majefly* 
muft be expofed to a Refentment as fure 
as terrible ; God having declared, that he 
will not hold him guiUlefs who taketh bis 
Name in vain (r). 

Nor can the Drunkard plead much more 

Temptation than the Swearer : If there is 

any Pleafure in his Intemperance, it is only 

that of a Brute, as his Vice confifts, in a 

fuppreffion of Reafon, a diflipation of Thought, 

and a confufion of all his Senfes. Befides, 

prefent Pain and Sicknefs, and a long Train 

of fubfequent Diftcmpers too evidently (hew, 

how dearly he buys his ftupid Enjoyment, 

as the Unprofitablenefs of the Sin does, how 

, cheaply he fells his Soul. An Habit of 

Drunkennefs is remarkably expenfive and 

wafteful ; it often jmpoveriflies the Rich, and 

neceffarily ftarves the Poor, who flill will 

, not be reclaimed from their Debaucheries 

by die Punifhments of the Law or the 

* Threatenings of the Gofpel, though they 

. have no better Profpeft before them than 

jMifery temporal and eternal, , There are 

*. ; ' other 

{t ) Exod. XX. 7. 
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other Vices, indeed, to which Men may Serm- 
pjead ftronger Incitements, fince they feem VIII. 
to promife them more worldly Gain or^"''^^'"^ 
camal Delight ; but what will all fuch 
Profit or Pleafurc av^ them, when they fliall 
be fummoned away to e^^iate their Guilt 
in cverlafting Burnings ? Innumerable Worlds 
with all their Pomp and Glory, had they 
them in their Poffeflion, would they then 
freely part with for their Redemption, when 
nothing will be accepted in Exchange for 
their Souls — when the Seafon of Mercy being 
at an End -, the Day of inexorable Vengeance 
breaks in upon them. 



Vi 



i 



SERMON IX. 

St. Luke xi. 42. 

^eji ought ye to havt 

dom^ and not to leave the other 
uftdone. 

9 U C H, as has been very juftljr Serm, 
i remarked, is the Wcaknefs or IX. 
e the Perverfenefs of Man's Un-'^'''V"V 
% dcrftanding, that, in judging on 
the- Relations Things bear to one another, 
whatever futFers in this comparative View, is 
toff often abfoluttly rejected, as infignificant 
and worthlefs. 

'The Truth of this Refleftion is moft 
clearly feen in that Diftinftton, which is 
many times r^ade between natural and po 
fitive Duties \ which, as they Bow in iepa- 
rate Channels, though derived fivm tho 
U 3 &TOI 
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Serm. fame Spring, are confidered by fomePerfons 
IX. more for what they differ, than for what 
they agree in. 

. THE..7«<^i in oyr Bleflfed Siyio^r*s pays 
were egrcgioufly guilty of this Fault •, and 
fo great was the then reigning Degeneracy 
both as to Sentiments and Manners, that 
the ftraightcft Seft among them Jiad loft all 
Regard for moral Righteoufhels, fancying, 
that ^ minute Obferv^ce of the c^cmonial 
I^art of their t^aw woujd be an Equivalent 
for tke Negka of the weightier Parts of 
it, even Juftice, Judgment, and Truth. 
^htfc-, fay? our Lord, ought y( to have done^ 
apd not to leave, the oijoer undone. 

He did not blame them for their fcru- 
pulous Adherence to the Ordinances of their 
Religion (fince thefe were of God's own 
Appointment) but for regarding them to 
the exclufion of Piety and Virtue, — for 
preferring the Shadow to the Subftance, 
and Appearance to R<?ality, — for- diviiUng 
what God had ftriftly united, ^d ipaking 
a Part, the wprfe Pari;, to ferve for the 
Whole 

However, 
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However, had they gone into the other CC/ 
Extream, and, as is the fafiiionable Turn 
our Times have taken, magnified moral 
Goodnefs to the Difparagement of Divine 
Inftitutions, ^d fet God's natural Will in 
Oppofition to his revealed^ they would not 
have much mended the Matter, nor efcaped 
the juft Cenfure of the Reformer of the 
World. 

The Point of Doftrine Chrift Jefus had 
in his Eye, which the feuky^Conduft of 
the Pharifces gave him Occafion to inculcate 
on them, and which he has left on Record 
for the Inftruftion of Mankind, is, that no- 
thing lefs than an unlimited univerfal Obe- 
dience will qualify m for Favour, and entitle 
us, through his Merits, to a gracious Ac- 
ceptance here, and to eternal Life here- 
after : Not, indeed, fuch a conipleat Con- 
formity to our Rule^ as Ihall be void 9f 
every Deviation and free from all Imper- 
feftion, but fuch as in Cafe .of Failure re- 
news itfelf by a ieafonable and hearty Re- 
formati(^. 

To run our Race without a Slip or Stumble, 
appears to be an Height of Watchfulnefs. and 

U 4 Vigour 
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Serm. Vigour too exalted for the prefent wtak 
JX. Capacity of human Nature : Though to 
obey without Limitation, — to coniorm our 
Lives and A^ons, in the general Courfe 
and Tenour of them, to the Dircdionof 
*God*s Commandments, fo as not to perlift 
in the habitual Praftice of any known Sin, 
cr the cuftomary Breach of any plam Duty, 
as this is not above our Power, at leaft by 
the Afliftancc of his Grace; fb is it in- 
diipeniabiy required of us. 

God experts from all Men, from Chrif- 
tians efpecially, that out of a Converfation 
they do Jhew forth their good JVorks^ — that 
by their holy Behaviour in all Virtue and 
Godlinefi of living, they do demonftrate to 
the World and to themfelves the inmoft 
Difpofition of their Minds, and by a Train 
of uniform confiftent PerfcMmances prov^ 
their real Sandbification by the Spirit, — that 
they do not on any Score mal^e thie Di- 
vine Laws to be at Variance among them- 
felves, — not oppofe Service to Service, nor 
pretend to juftify the Tranfgreflion of fome 
Commands, though it be by a more zealous 
Attachment to others. 
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Serm. 
This is the only Obedience, 'Which either IX. 
Scripture or Reafon gives us any Warrant 
to venture our Salvation upon, and an Af- 
fair of fo much Importance calls for a mdl 
ierious Infpedtion, 

If we confult the former, but with a flighty 
Attention, we. {hall find this Truth con- 
firmed by a Multitude of Paflages therein. 
That God demands an impartial Compliance 
with his Will, however notified to us. It is 
the Language of the Old Teftamcnt, Let 
thine Eye look right on^ and let Shine Eye-lids 
look ftreight before thee. Ponder the Path of 
thy Feet^ and let thy Ways he efiablifhed. 
^urn not to the Right Hand, nor t§ the 
Left (a). For then onfy fhall we not he 
afhamed of entertaining an undue Reliance 
on God's Accepjtance, when we have RefpeH 
unto all his Commandments (b}i 

Or if any one fhould conceive, that un- 
der the Gofpel, a new Covenant of Grace 
and Mercy, he is indulged a greater Liberty^ 
than was allowed under the Law, that Dif- 
penfationof Severity and Terrour-, before he 
fuffcrs fiich a Prejudice to be too firmly 

rooted 

{ a ) Prov. IV. 25, t6i 27. fh) TL cxii. 6^ 
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Serm. rooted within him, he ought very coolly to 
IX. examine, ia what Strain the Declarations of 
the New Teftament rui^. A$, . Im esuery one 
that nameib tM Name of Cbrift^ depart from 
bUqmty (jr). — Akfi^in from 4II Afparance^ 
every Kind of Evil (d). — Let us kiy ofidt 
every Weight (e). — Cleanfe yourfelves from all 
Filthinefs of Flejh and Spirit^ perfeSHng Ho- 
Hnefs in the Fear of the Lord {f). — And 
Keep yourfelves unfpotted from the World (g). 
So that every Weight of Guilt, every Stain 
of Corruption, every thing .thit looks like 
Sin, vs to be thrown off, and removed at a 
Diftance from. us. 

ft 

And as a defedlive Obiervance of our 

^iaker^s Will,;--the doing fome Things he 

has enjoined, which |hall be reckoned an 

Equivalent ibr leaving others undone, or 

available to Salvation without them, is con- 
demned by uijexceptionable Texts of holy 

Writ, fo is it likewife oppofite to the entire 

Scope and Drift, the End an^ Purport » of 
the Go^. The Reafon oi Chrif^j appear- 
ing in the Fkjh was to put away Sin (h)y 
l)ut this Notion eftablifhes it : — He was the 
Mediator of the New Teftamptt for the Re- 

§ 

demptiott 

^ (c)-2.Tim. li 19. (</) I Their, v. 22. 

(ij Heb. xii. i. {/) ^ Cor. vii. i. 

•fi) St. jiftmes 1. 27. '.f^) Heb» i» 26. 
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iempHon of S'ranJ^refficns (i)j to rcleafe us Serm, 
from the Dominion as well as die Punifh- IX. 
ment of them ; but the Doftrine of the Suf- '^-OT^ 
ficiency of a partial infincere Obedience cqji- 
firms their ^Tyranny and our Milery. 

Zaciarias Mipon the FQrefigbt.pfthe ap- 
proaching §)kitual Ddiyer^ce by the IVfef- 
fiah, prophefic^ (k)^ m as . ftron^ Termsji as 
if 4t had been aftually accompliflied, that 
G^d bath vifitid a»A nedepfied his P^i? to 
psrform the Mircyi prcmifid to wr Fathers 
gnd 1» remmhfT bis bafy Coven^nty — that h^ 
would grant unio us^ thai, w^^ hehfg delivered 
out of the Hands of our Enemies^ mgbt ferve 
bim without Fear^ in thUnefs and Bright eouf 
nefs before bim^ all the Days of our JUfe* 
And Chrifty iays one Apoftle, gav^ himfelf 
for usy that be snight redeem us from all 
Jniquity^ and purify unto himfelf ' a peculiar 
People zealous of good HTorks (l)y and not 
privileged ta Evil ^ ami . for tfjis Purpcfe^ 
fays another, the Son of God was manifefted 
to ^ejtroy the IVorks^ all the IVorks of the 
D^ili without ExapHon or Referve (m). It 
were endlefs to heap together Teftimonics tp 
to this Effed j and it is iiccdlefs, fincc the 

. . moft 

n) Hcb. ix. 1 5. (i) St. LuUc i. 6S, 75. 

(IJ Tit. ii. 14. (iw) I St. John iii, &. 
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Serm. mod common Chriftian among us cannot be 
IX. ignorant, that the Grace of God bath appeared 
unto all Metij in and by the Gofpel, teach- 
ing them to deny all Ungodlinefs (n). What 
tl^refore muft we conclude otho:, than that, 
if we will have any Part or Lot m the 
Bleflings of it, we muft live according to 
our Belief, and give up ourfelves to be wholly 
governed by its Rules and Precepts ? 

Wicked Men, milled by their Vices, 
may flatter themfdves as they pleafe : But 
we have the beft Foundation from GodY 
infalUble Word for believing, .that God and 
Mammon cannot be fcrved acceptably toge^ 
ther (o). Nay, our- Fellow-creatures fcom 
our partial Affedlions and a divided Service -, 
and can we think &ck an Offering will be 
agreeable to the God of Heaven ? If he has 
condcfcended to make our Souls the Temple 
of his Refidence, let us not fo heinoufly 
affront him, as to erc6t each one his faivou- 
rite Idol near him, and pay the moft ar* 
dent and aflSduous Devotion to it : Let u$ 
not be deceived, the Almighty will not be 
mocked: As he has mi abfolute Title to 
our -whole Obedience, he will not be put off 
with fuch a Proportion only, as our Vices 

call 

( ») Tit. ii. u, 12,. (0J St. M*tth. vl 24, 
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can ipare him ; nothing lels than an uni- Serm* 
verfal Subjeftion will fatisfy the infinite Be- p^ 
ing, whom we fcrve. He that will be 
ikmelefs before him, muft walk in all the 
Commandments and Ordinances of the Lord (p)j 
and he that will lay hold on eternal Life, 
. muft ft and perfeff and compleat in all the PHll 
of God (q). Be our Lufts as dear to us as 
a Right Eye or a Right Handj we mu& pluck 
them out J or cut them off^ and caft them from 
usy er*e we can enter into Life (r)j nor 
expedt, that God will yield to our Inter- 
ceflions for them. They are in the Number 
of thofe Enemies, which the Lord of Hofts 
has appointed to be utterly rooted out, and 
if we (hew* them any Indulgence, our Sen- 
tence will be the lame as was pafled o|i the 
King of Ifrael for letting go the Syrian Kmg 
devoted to Deftrudtion, our Lives fhall go 
for them (s). 

What the Prophet Malacbi upbraids the 
'Jews with on Account of their faulty ma- 
terial Sterifices, is very applicable to the- 
defiled fpiritual Oblations of Chriftians. If 
,ye offer the BUnd for Sacrifice^ is it not 
Evil? And if ye offer the Lame andSicky is 

it 

{p) St. Luke 1.6. {^) CoL iv. ta. 

(r) St. Mtttk; f . zgi 30, ( # ) 1 Kings xjc* 4i^ 



302 SERMONS d/i /everal 

Serm. // not Evil? Offer it mw mto ffyXiavicr' 
IX. nor : H^iH he be pkafed with ibee^ dr acttft 

^"^^^^thy Ptrfon (t) ? So if if^e .prefent the odious 
Sacrifice of a polluted Soul, ;is it itotEvil? 
Do we not affhwit, inftead of honouriri^, 
the Divine Majefty ? Arid cwi iptt, fe loi^ 
as we perfift in the avow'd Oniflridnt>f 
our Duty or Comniifflon of Sin, Jn a^tate 
•of Enmity with God, i^ho cannot btit I6ath 
every Tfanfgrefllon, ^xpci£t to enjoy his Fa- 
vour, to obtain his Rewardi, or dcape his 
Puniffiriients? Will he not mher .%, jI 
'have no Pltdfure ifi youy neiti^ ibill J ue- 
eept ah Offeririg at ywr Mmis (u) ? 

Upon the whole then, this Truth. muft be 
admitted for a principal Scripture Doftrine, 
that Obedience in numerous ^Particulars will 
be of no Confequence, where there is a 
willfull Difobedience in any: And whoever 
takes up with fo vain a Conceit, will find 
hlmfeif wretchedly difappointed at. the -great 
Day of Hetribnition, when 'th^ Judge of ^1 
the Earth Ih^ adminifter true Judgpieiit. 
It will be of fmall Avail at that fearchiog 
Cpnjundture for foch. to jdead ihe favmg 
Efficacy of C^ri/ts .Dfeath,, as. have reje(5tefl 
^he reforming Efficacy of it in their Lives, 

and 

4«)Ma]aciii i. 8^ (»} V.'io, . ' 
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and, inftead of. fulfilling the Conditions, on Serm. 
which the Atonement by his Blood is dif- ^^^ 
penfed, have taken Occafion from it, rather ^'"''^^^'^"^^ 
to increafe than to forfake their Sins. No- 
thing will then meet with a gracious 
abfolving Sentence, belides the Univer- 
fality of our religious Performances, which 
certainly no Man can alledge for himfelf, 
who has in any Refpeft grbfsly, knowingly, 
and perfeveringly tranfgreffed the Divine 
Will. No one therefore can upon the Gofpel- 
Terms with juft Grounds hope for an En- 
trance into the Kingdom of Heaven, who 
perfifts in any vicious Habit, or allows him- 
felf even in any fingle Afts of Ungodlinefs. 
Both our Creator and his Prophets, and our 
Redeemer and his Apoftles, far from giving 
Encouragement to fo infincere a Chriftian, 
have maiiifeftly excluded him from all folid 
Confidence in God. 

And the Agreeabienefs of this Decifion in 
the Matter before us to Reafon,- is as open 
and vifible, as ^ to Scripture. It ftands built 
on very cpnclufive Arguments drawn from 
the Divine Attributes and Qovemment. 

The Attributes of God ve is necefl&ry to 
hii% as his Exiftence, among which Purity 

and 
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SiRM. and Knoi^lcdge are chief, this arifing from 
IX. the Immenfity of his Nature, that from the 
Rcftitudc of his Will 2 Now if God be en- 
dued with confummate Purity, and his Know- 
ledge be as abfolute as his Holinefs, — and 
if the one of thefe Perfedions not only- 
places him at an infinite Diftance from all 
immoral Defilement, but makes him to abhor 
it in every Shape in every one of his Crea- 
tures, — and if the other renders all, even our 
moft fecret Tranfaftions naked to his View, 
and he cannot but fee what he cannot but 
dcteft : Muft not Men's Vices fadly pervert 
their Judgements and darken their Under- 
ftandings, e're they can perfuade themfelves 
to think, that he, with whom they have to 
do, will either not cenfure or not obferve 
every moral Defeft in them, — ^will approve 
of, or difpenfe with, the leaft Sin, though 
he may, on wife and weighty Confidera- 
tions, pardop the greateft? 

Then, with Regard to God's Govern- 
ment, if his all-forming Power vcfts him with 
an unbounded Jurifdiftion over-the whole Uni- 
verfe, where is the Perfon, where is the AQ:lon 
.exempt from its direfting Influence ? If God's 
Right to lay his Commands upon us be 
univerfal, our Obligations to fulfill them 

muft 
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muft Jjc fo too ^ Wc are not to pick and Szkm. 
cull out what Precepts wc choofc to regard j J[^ 
the Enabling Force is the lame in all the 
Divine Laws \ nor does one bind otar Cqh- 
fcicnccs more^ftrox^ly thaa another. 

Men may> ,)ut of prira^ * Views, connive 
at fame Sorts of Wickc4ntf$ i l?ut God wiil 
not, we may fty, he C4nnot, it bcii^ fub- 
verfiyt of his Authpocy, « well as reg- 
nant to h|s Nature. No one S\n will ever 
find any Opuntcnance from him ; much leis 
will he diyeft himfclf of his fuprctae Do- 
minion, by opening a Paffage for an ovcr- 
flowii^ Torrent of Ungocjlinefs : And yet 
this muft be the Confequcnce of his ihcw- 
ing the leafk Approbation of a partial Sub- 
jeftion. 

Ev|L Men would prdcntly catch at fo 
fignal an Indulgence, and every pne pn> 
nounce in Favour of bis own ihoft agit&> 
able Corruption » by whidx . Means not a £sw 
Enormities would be encouraged, but all : 
And what can tend m6re to^ the EftaWifti* 
roent of a general widte-fpreading Debax!* 
chcarf^? Wfeatcan m<y*I»^^%;tempt:Mcn 
to^« ^jiai^i^bdr wii||h Tidiiigi. if^?i<: : the Aii^ 
thoTr )Kf ^hj; Promoter of Sin ? 
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Sekm.-*' VJn%^ Vice comci fccoihmended iviA fo 
tt. high a-San6Kon, the Rcvcrfc of the Q^cf- 
fionv tc<lv can^ befavtd ? put by the Apoftles 

*fo theii* Lord ("a^),- will be moft proper to 
be afked: i^f t^>oh JthisFoiotiHg, who can- 
not be faved ? There being perhaps no one 

^'far fcink- in TVTctedncls,'^ tait he performs 

•^l)ie Will of Gitxl in fome Refpedb, at leaft 
as far -as ik tMe odtward Action i^chthe 
Law roqukes, tho* ho nanfgrefles it in others^ 

*Sx. PeUr enquires not*for his own Inforxnationy 
but ours, m>a$ Jball h ike En J\ of them^ 
thut eh^ Mt the Gofpd cf Cois^ cml where 
/hall the Ungodly and the Sinfur '4ffpMr (y)? 
intimadng the^ dreadful Expeftation fuch 
mufk harbour of the Day of Judgment 
But all Apprebenlion of Qanger-b without 
Foundation, if the fame Pcrfon may at thp 
fame Time be both righteous and wicked, 
'.God's Friend and the World*s : Who' is there 
4>n this Suppofition, that may.not appear ^t 
4faB awful Tribunal jof Chrift^with the ^rateft 
Afluranoe .of. Acquittal ?^ 



* t«r 4 



. : LsT thole; 4wn,T th»t Tvill be deloded, I:* 
jleiucjed,. «^, ]£% . thofe* tljat , aoc fikhy, be 

filthy flull, a^^lBii^- theroWva wkh'iempty 
Jrfqpcs, , tijl ' Djrfpw Vctricv^y lays hoid on 

; ijfT:^t, Mark X 26. . /^(jr) x St. Pet. iv\ 17, x8. 
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themi anwi tl^ir-Deftruftion^ppyrs uppnjhem Serot. 
like a Whi^l^jind. 6ut let us^, having qyr . IX. 
•Uiiderfemdi^Sv enlightened by the Trut^, 
attend to f he -Thing*, whipha9campany^-SaJ- 
•vation. , We know, wfio hath fakl, the Frien^- 
pip t)f 4he ^orld is Enmity with Gcd^ — ^- 
Ckanft yaur Handsy ye Sinners^ and purify 
your H4arts^ye double Minded (z). And \f 
Revtiation telk \Js, that no Murtherer hath 
eternal JJfe abiding in him (a}y Reafcn wi{l 
draw this indifputable.Confequence, that every 
other notorious Offender in any the like 
fmgle Inftance, whilft hfe' remains impeni- 
tent, mull be alienated from ^ the Life of 
Grace, and will be Ihut out, if he dies 
without Repentance, from the Life of Glory^ 
It matters npt in wliat Particular he of- 
feods ; the Guilt is the Iamc> though the 
Crimes may be different. Sin-/s the Tranf; 
greflion of God*s I^w, and ^very- Tranjgr4f^ 
ffon Jhall receive a jttft Recompence of JRe^ 
ward (b)i \ It will be punilhed in the Per* 
fon of the Sinnq-^. or has been in. the Ptaf 
fojhf of the Saviour. But we - are alTured* 

that the Atonement of Chrift's Death will 

. * .1, • » - . - . . 

be bendoici;^ :<^^y \ to thofe, who, as ^t;j^ 
belittve oa the Notification of" the Goipj^lj 

"{'%] St. James ii'. 4, 8. (a) X St. J^hniiu ij, 
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Serm* unto them, fo alfo repent aid amend theu* 
IX. refpcdtivc MiMomgs, through the Kn&tutedgt 

\of hifHy diat hath called us to Glory and 
Virtue \ wbereiy are given unto us exceeding 
great and precious Promifes^ that by tbefe 
we might ie Partakers of the Divine Nature^ 
having efcaped the Corrupt ion^ that ,is in the 
World through Luft (c). For Chrift died 

*for ally that they^ which livCj Jhould not 
henceforth live unto themfehoes^ but unto him 
wbt> died for them (d). 

But to themfelves do they in a very 
remarkable Manner live, who ferve God nd 
further than they pleafe. Their own Appe- 
tite or Humour is confultM, and not hi^ 
Will, They are in die worft Senfe a Law 
unto themfeWes : And as fome idolize their 
lft.eafon by crediting God'^ Word only fo 
ftr as they can account for every Truth it 
difcoyers, fo thefe do the fame by their 
Paffions, taking every PraAice to be jufti- 
fiSble^ which • thfey approw. ' And what is 
ttei befides a flying off from their ABe- 
riSaince to - God, and the letting up of an 
jfcdqpendency on ^ their * Maker ? It is not 
only- Undutifolnefs, ^but Rebellion-i — ah im- 
|fcte Attempt to dethrone the Almighty ;--». 
.r • . . , a bold 

(c) z St.Pct. i. 3, 4. (^) 2 C*r. V. i^, ^ . 
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4 bold Invafion of his Prerogative^ as the $bbm^ 
folc Lai^giver ; --and , an artogam Claim of P^* 
Hi^t toxacel ^ the Divine: L2ws at Pleaf\)re? 

; Or if Men do not. thusx^Qf^ly.v^di* 
cate thCi yolim^aiy Defe^ jn,thwreligipii% 
Services^ yet t;hfy are opt :tA-f x«lft. a Flaijufo 
in ^icwf^ygs .^o» ^ ^ bji^ ra^ Jriflipipi^^rhr 
ff.teidftinftt; jdeny G(^-$ iimmigja J?r^ 
aj>inen?e,;;aiid' ^bColym ^Qovt?5pn>ent: ov^sf 
theqi, j^, ;they :are in<?Jin^:rf;et;faiKy, tl»t 
he wiU^ foiji41y w«ve.ilvS:.;fri5^ge In Re- 
gard tortljem* They are^in-jheir ownQpit 
nion th^Jfc^wprios^.of Jleaven, God's chofcn 
People,: i(i whojft he ^7il^ fce^ nft Iniquity 5-- 
jhey m^v^t^in ihs^^by Yirul^ of sheif El^c-; 
tion; thejr, a?e, ; n»^^ und^r : a CQVei^t, whifh 
they^ma^ b^e^ or they may ptrfprft?, np.^ 
barely iij 9i -Si^l)?. of Salyation, which they ,ina)f 
-work put,^' or may fprfeit;j,biiC aftually and 
irreverfibly.favedj fo as to l^ve no Poflibi-^ 
lity of a Mifcarriage^ be their Behaviour ric--. 
ver fo unYawthy cf it* X^s they pronounce 
themfelves fure of from their own inward 
Feelings and Experiences ; fo that no Reafon- 
ing canireac!^ theni,—no Scriptgurc can convince 
them -, and there feems a fairer Proiped of re^ 
covering to. a right Mind iIk daring Sinner^ 
than-tii imaginary Saints ' \ 
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IXl The one trfnfgrefies tinder a lbi@t\£er&»< 
^-^"^ fion, that his. MIfconduiSt.Js ItxKK .ofirenJlyet 
nor can aSe(9: his Title to Happinefs •, a fa** 
til Efrdr, which *mi«l-' effedkiallt prevcht his 
ftfivihg to do'betten iThe e<^?'Ts'lenfible 
of hk FatilCs * e*en at the CRme he commits 
them^Und is tfcmptedto eoliimk'yiem only 
^th *'thc uncertain Hopesi^dKHf^lfe^aHnot 
tie condemned' for theni : • Bfet -as -he hi^ 
Iftfilyt'te' broWjgfer -to appr(*heiidi' h» Dange^ 
as-Well asi faiifiuikj'it feeixii' not- very' dif^ 
ficplt to ^ reduce fuch a "Wanderer into- the 
fight Way. ^ Where the Miftake lies in the 
Judgment, it takes the deeper Root,, the 
xhQui tt IS dwtlt ii]^oQ,---thoi:gh where the 
Irregulajrity J)rooeeds' from the Affcftions, 
fhe Man is n[iore open to Convi(5Uon, and 
by a tolerable Meafure of Thought and 'Ap- 
plication likely to difcern the Abfurdity of 
fuppofing, - that the moft Holy-Mtill in his 
f)articular Cafe allow that Adion to he inno- 
cent, on which he has fct anindcKbleMark 
oF his Difpfcafurc. 

• T o what lias been alfekdy urged- froiji 
Reafon, we* have this additional Argument 
tgainft a partial Obedience ; that^ it not only 
leads to an universal Corruption, but alto 

docs 
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does it gtre Occafion to the making tmj SttM. 
Sin exceeding finful. When :^ Lyfis. m>4 JX. 
Paffions are permitted to range at large, '^"^V^^ 
•od ,t6't bk-^cit5Efl fcy ^tteerf j cccurfing 
6rat3ficatibn;.jdiey ferve .ar Checks ^ile{ 
drainCB lax. .6»h lnotfaer;;--*vea£(chtb ^take difi 
ferent SLo^is^ sfnd dra^/nngcjof m. jcdntfvf 
Dire(aidhs,\ thep retard thqf 6waIBrogrds« 
and: am « many 1 1^^ hmcibiedL: jrom. ' Joar; ^ 
endive :.;an:. .Indulgence. y Butv^iiheis a"fb\i( 
gain* tte : Sqpedority,'. "^nd imve Neither |tib| 
dyed did lefls, or bcought : tiuah Jticouiheir 
intareft^^npjft'rth^ ndt have Powers ttj rok 
greater . Xertgdjis of W^lignityt And^Aft 
moi^ ipyiAei|.itisJikdKrif€tta&enrfur gristed; 
th^t tfadoMf^ii<r:Harni done in.pi^iag a 
favpuntp..li2i|,i-gratifying.:a..dadiag Ba£r 
fion, — negleding a troyblefome Duty ^ OCttd 
that God will be fatisfied with any Re- 
aJaafasV fiirrtcfi^ ' What in:iu<tfx:a CafeThall 
ipteiMt! i)ylea :£rt)m beitig aa A!tricki&d.a$*^^ 
:cicfiiTc^ ifcthpy^nayikfely givea l;oofeifc)«h 
admired: .Ikm^ion'^- (wfakh' Isr all 'the -Q». 
ineraUtfl ate.fond of ) and yee fecure'^id^ 
^^iLjcpf€ ami *£fteem^ by obeytin^^ hiip '4n th£|e 
-jMbttcieSt ii>.^^dh ^they -hiTcv.no: Inc&ui^ 
,tioa ioxtiitt^gn^ ? And jpvft nok thcBnd 
d£ .]d»i be^ it^t the Sin^ which. ddth.:ri) 
HiSkf- ' Btfet each of us, fliall abfolutely 

^, X 4. ( ^ overcome 
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SiRM. Qwrcome/t2s^ md make m Slaves to it be- 
IX. yopd RedemiiMD ? 



But after ^ wiuit.NecdIity is there for 
himdiig far abroad fdr Evidence m the Af- 
lair upon Trial, ivhca the Crioiinals are & 
ytrf toward to -appear as Witneiics agunft 
pne another & Every one rcadiiy Ikn the 
4iangcrou a Gtiile of any fiafol Fra&tee uithe 
Perfcft of his Ne^;hbour, whilft ht h (6 
ftcpoEStSed in his own Favoiir» as to fancy 
«n fvemptjoa for imnielf. Let Offenders 
ijpoak dteir Sentunents of others^ ajid diey 
^^ be fiire to ^ve a n^ Teftunony^ 
though a Tidous Self-love as furdy ]eads 
tbtm ta rtpn&ot Things wrrag, nvhere they 
4tt. flUft inirrrftrd in a rjg^ Rq>rcicnta*> 
ti0D« 

ThvSv ibeuld the Covetoiss be aftsd his 
O^on of F^igality> he woiiid not hefi^ate 
.tt> decUse^ that it was de&npediy condemned 
M a miiPQ^nding of our Taknt» andan Afau& 
^«f the Diykic Bounty^ ^aod thtr. it it fit 
Poverty .Jbculd tome on luch Per&ns ^ n 
M€ that JnvtScikp and tkfm.. IVaMf as 
Jm armed Mm:(ih Oh the other tiond^ 
dhotild we defire the Prodigal &> ^peak his 

- Thowghas 
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Thoughts <^ GotefiDufiiefs, he wQ^ld at once Sbqlm.' 

toCwer, that St. Pa/ himlelf has lly led it Ido^ IX. 

Utry^\ — that it is aYicciw?tfal to God^^^^^^ 

and Man, and ^at it cannot andoc^iiot 

to efcape tlie Vengeance of JH[eamft. ftdtov^' 

the Adultoxr to difcov^ fais Mind in Re*^ 

lation to Diihonefty: in Trade andDeai^/ 

and one may engage for hisiacknowledging, 

that tbt Ifiri^ is the Asjmger jof all ftub as 

g(^ bfyoffd or dcfraui their Brcibtr^ in tin^ 

M^^^ (ih And that his Jnfticc is cpn-j 

j(|>icjaous>iii nc^ng more, than in pumlhing 

Injuftice, — in deijpUDcing.a fevcre ff^^e m¥f^ 

that buildetb bis BfiufthyVwrigUe^uptefs im4. 

bis Cbamiars hy^ Wrong (bX ' P^^t che Quefi^ 

tioato tiie gnptng jOppreflbr eoncermng^Adulw 

tery, and he will .very hondi^y. |)£Cf)cnnce 

upon iti tbat Ukckipinifs v^ aCrime,:whid> 

ougbf net to io named^ with fb much astho 

Icaft Appfoflbttioiii among Saints (i)^'*-lSLdt 

nothisg can be. more ccxitrary to the Divipe 

Purity ,-*-that under thtjem/b Law it \v« 

Juft^ punifticji with Death jf/tji and that if 

iIk" Guilty meet with amildcrteniipQcat^t 

jdiioicnt under the Gofpd, yet thcxi wiB 

foatt a Timr^ when they fhall more feVere> 

ly iitnart Sot their Enormities -, for Wbctt^ 

mongers 

(f) Col. ill. J. (g) iThcff.iv. 6. 

(h) jwr. xxH. 13. ^ p} Ephcf. v. j. '% 

(*) Lev, XX. IP. . ♦ 
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SjutM. miners and iMJtf^egijQad:>iMi^jud^;fi. (t% 
IX^ So jagftin,; |et : vt% but asld>tlie Cfiutcottottt ai»l 
the Dnmktfir Mot'^tih^ :th]nk:«f tlfe. £n- 
yiouB joid Maiiciimsy ^aud thd^ will not fcruple 
to tell tis^ that^iich Wmdirs hsaot a jveryt neai^ 
Kjdemblince^^f thi^ Kvent of all £vily and thtt 
the fourChme&\ they are afldiAiecl: iof att j^ 
cufiarly 1 itckoned to be.tte Worte of ttosDe- 
yil« — or, fiiduld weafkthd Envious and Mali* 
cious. what Judgment ti^asto be pafifed. updft 
the Gluttonous and the D^f^unken^ thd]^ ^^f^ifi 
£reely pronounce tteti^ fit <ll^i£te c^ God^a 
Wnui>, and fairly rSnk^sd itnorig-fach Sin- 

Cod (m% .la tbfc faqge.Way;-o£ tRinkihgvdf 
•aoh other aio :the Hjf ofcriir jand the Pro^ 
phane, This{ l!»i^ chacgedLiintkUv^ 
dot 6od-tm ihe WofU^-^'and^Thflt nAxki^^ 
otttiing his Atttihntek^ if ndt denying^ j^s 
Exifteni:e; vAnd i^Faft ^.itkte4^erf6tcii 
racely to be met wldi,^ vhornivitl nca pferetftp^ 
coifly: femtnce all ^ther -Sfar/btfides-ht^ o«^ 
to C^ndemo'atipnt' yet ^bfiiided by ^sr parti^ 
Fondnds fotc him&lf) . fpiaiks £eace to Jxis osBbl 
Bfind ; tho* lie , ccmfeiTes^'idiat asr to ali tl« 
World of ung[odIy Menrelfer/^mri^ m Bmui 
u faith the Jzoirdy ^untaltb^ ^HTtiikad '* (n^^ \i 

But 

t . ... If 

(1) Feb. xiM. >. , . (m) X C<«-, viy lo; ( ^' 

{n) IfaJ. xlviii. 2f. : . \ . 
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.T: h;.- ■.-.- -ict ?■:;. .'"-■ - '■ '-■"■■"" ' SinM. 

. ■BuT'wlJa<I"'a:'TOifeKihte .Bskilion, » this ? JX. 
fctiie Sinnaf more'ootof Bangijr'becaw& Jrt'-^V^ 
i^iiti' his SytB tltw^'-'wiU noGies it? S^ 

featrte@lly-%aftW,(aR ^f»iiJ aCliis own Cafe 
16" thSJ^etS^fei^'irf^rotfe&te 6f ■'■ Coftfidwatiei*; 

boar^s ■'PtB^eefi-JHe Ifceuld^ rather- mors 
Wifeiy fieAeS, thai Truth [md P-aiduHSd At* 
not left to ■ kk Wifi*»lHig, artd ehit what is a 
^dfenaHe Seter'mHutien dn. an)^ g^ven.lt«iK>h 
ef' God*9 taW' i*'fcq«a!Jy right -<)n eveiy 
eiiier, wiiich can^betiamed. : ■-■( -'■ - 



.Ins^teap therefor^ of Aenfurjn^ (jthers^ let 
him condemn -hiinfilf, ^d Aeyer flipp^fe hii 
ftiirimal St^te better thai} their^ as ipng as 
h^s Bi^'aviqiif is' in aqy Refpe^ as unjuftifi- , 
able. It is nqt this or that. OiFerice,,whicH 
God lutes,, but Sin in 
of psrknefc ' are an A 
nor cat) there .a, tnor 
cntei;taincd than for. 'a 
feives with cfcaping 
wjdioiit renouncing tl 



And new' if "thpfe, who cohtfn't cKan-^ 

fgiyes with paying a deftftiv'e SuTjmifiiori to 

the 
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Se&m. the knowii Will of God, are eoodemned in 
IX. Scripture, bjr Reafbni aiu) out of the Mouths 

'"'"^''^^ of one another, enough feems tx> hwe beert 
urged to check the Frefuinption <£ the Bold* 
apd perfuade them to harbqitf mote diffident 
Thougjits On the Safety tff their Ipiricual 
Condition: Though fbmetfaing futthcr nuy 
be needlUl, 4tul CompaStdn 9^ for it, %<i 
remore. the rfoubts of the Scnipulousr — 
Doubts* vhich perhaps have ariieR from 
pvfbktfig -the tnie Nature of ChriiUan Obe- 
dicncei ] and ought to be eleared up, that 
fuch as .in all Appetfadce. ftand faireft for 
Acceptance, may not copoav? themfelvcs tobc 
the tirtheft frojn it. 

reqmred of the 
Covenant, .is "and" 
Luiiverfa! \ there is 
iiedly be neglcfted, 
jlly be committed 1 
id may be far from 
5. And fcould no 
i Maker's Efteem, 
iriocent and unfpot- 
jrtairij' that no one 
the' Scripture bath 
toHthtded^ ^^ under Sin y(tk}^t and rf we faj, 
that vn have' naiiet we'dueiv'e ourfehes, and. 

' ■'" ' •■ '-■ • ^ ■■■" ■ ih'e 

(»} Gai. m.iz. 
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ti^ Truth ii^mt in us,\p). The Gofpcl ac- Serm. 
cordingljc, vAiixix is a Syftcm of reconcUing IX. 
6oodhe&» . is tmly ad^ted to: the prefent 
Debility and Corruption of our Nature,-* Wc 
arc befet with Frailties, and over-run with 
Fotflnefles •, and it is impoflible for us not 
-to tranfgrcfs either ignorantly or inadvcr- 
tently* 

- . • * , . . 

. Such Tranigreflions, it xntii be confefiedv 
are fufficient to take awajr the Merit of a 
finlefs Demeanour, fothat we cannot demand 
Salvation, aii our Dufe ; however, vre are 
•encouraged humbly to hope for it through 
the Satisfaftion oF Ghrift Jefus. And though 
God does not afford the leaft Countenance 
to Sin, ftiU; he pities our involuntary Fail- 
ings; — -he has promifed to deal, with us 
more like a tender Father, than a rigorous 
Mafter, nor will he be extreme to mark 
what is done amifs, where the Offence (lows 
not fo much fnorti the Perverfcnefs of our 
Choice, as the £)egeneracy of our Condition. * i 

•^ Nothing will be charged upon us, 'or 
brougl^t' into 'our future Accounr, except 
what we havepurpofely (hut owr E^es againft, 
ir. have knowingly done, or 'might ()y a 
-^ V ..... Proper 

*1,V-: />y I St. John i. 8, 
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SrRM. propei^ VigOihce lidve pi€veittd V^-N5thii%) 
I^- but wlsKt b^ onr crv^ Erid^iirxfars .and God^s 
Afiiftanc^ in^&r fas^ Ixsdx .pei&rqa^: AiM 
fo kng W' yi^ atericnfiUc b£ Uprightnefs 
of Heart and Purity of Iriterition, >*e' may 
iafelf CDrtcloSde^ our&lTcs.td be in a^^Sttte 
of Chriffen J'crfeaion, thd Perftaioxt of Sin- 
ccrity ; although wc are at the fame • Three 
confcious, that we do not ftand clear of 
every, cvea tlie loweft Dqgrcci of Warider- 
ing from the Track marked our to vii.. « 

All Cardefsnefs in a Matter of fuch v^ 
Importance, has^ notwithflanding, its certain 
Proportion of Guilt. It is the Part of a 
Chriftian to be always on the impmving 
Hand, daily gaining Ground of his natural 
Depravities, and making one Succeft over 
them to follow cloie on the Heels of another. 
We muft be ever advancing^ towards ttat 
Fgllnefs of Virtue, which is neceifary to the 
Fullncfs of Joy, though' neither the ox>e nor 
the other can poffibly be reached in • this 
World i and as we 'grow in Years, we muft 
grow in Goodnefs, • the* divine .Life being, 
equally progreffiye with the human. 

But if we becomfe Indolent and reftiils^' 
and for" want of a right Applidatibn wc' iii? 
cur> what wc might well have avoided, in 
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.'liich Ciccunrftartc^ jve ihall in vwn think Seblm. 
to flcircm ouri^ei under the-Cover 'of In- IX- 
fimiity i Imc© the- DifobedienFe h?re plainly ^'''V"^ 
fprings from- a Ropt of "WilVulnefs rather 
than Wfaknefs, and argues a manjf^ft Con- 
tempt of" thp AlpHghty, and Difrfegarclof the 
Gbligatiotis, ' we are under to ^x^cyte his 
Commands to the uttermoft of oUr Power. 
The moft inflamed. J-oye of God is 
to be the reigning Principle of 
arid whilft it" is fo, we lhairndt'l 
ffend him, nor -will he be. eafUy 
with us» thyugh we ihbuId'Ti; 
trarifgrefs,* as the, beft often may «.« uu, 
in a Way vCry^^ ton.fifterit with Rich' an ckr 
Vated AffeftioV :'-.".' '. " 

■ So far" fofth," ai ^e'fall flidn of a ftudious 
Enqojiry into thfe* liivihe ■\Vifl,--^f a j^alolis 
Diligence to pr^ice it,-"of a regular Watch; 
fillnefs .agj^nft the Breaches of it, our Pre- 
tences" of Ignprance,. ' Infirmity, or Surprize 
Viir by no Mear\s exfcufe us» our, Rlifcon. 
Sbifi:' is too cvH^nt|in'dther.orthofe Omlft 
(ions, an(j cJtprpfsiy i;onirary to ' the plainel^ 
Injuniftions 6f 'holy" Writ'i That' ^e h not. 
JlbthfuTj h'ul^h ToUoitters 6f tbrn^'who through 
Taitb and Patience inherit the Promifes (q), 
.:. . ; . i , .:..-;'■ 'that 

(;)Heb. Ti. II. 
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Serm. that cs ye have uceiv% bfiw ye cugU to 
IX. walk and to pttafe Cod^ fo yt vmdd abound 
more and more (r)» and iiai ye would walk 
worthy of Cod^ who hath called you to his 
Kingdom and Glory (e% worthy of the Lord 
unto all well-pleajmg^ being fruitful in every 
good Work^ and increafing in the Knowledge 
of Cod (/> 

Whereas thefe Dircftions vigoroufly pro- 
fecuted will iecure us from Evil, and pre. 
jf^rve us blameleis unto the Kingdom of 
Heaven: Efpecially as they muft prevent 
our fleeping on Duty^-^-^our becoming idle, 
S/^hen we have full Employment upon our 
Hands,—- or even making too light of the 
Inadvertencies, we are futge& to. For aa 
Offence does not lofe it$ whole Malignity 
by being undeGgned^ it is (till odious to 
God, and cannot be quite innocent, though 
it may not be imputed. No true Chriftian 
confequently a£b in Cfaaradier, who does not 
exert himfelf in the gradual Coiic^eft of 
his very Infirmities, and place a double 
Guards where he is by .N4tMre or Cul^om 
weakeft. If he negle6bs thefe, Mifcarriages,^ 
as'flight and trivial, they will come in Time 

; to 

* 

. ( r^ I Thcff. it. •. (/) I Tlicff. ii. ll. 

(r)Colo£ito. 
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to wear a different Face, and be changed Serm. 
into great and heinous Crimes. IX. 

But admitting, that there is no Room to 
diftruft God*s loving Kindnefs on the Score 
of any accidental Backflidings, where no 
proper Caution is wanting to guard againft , 
them ; What Notion fhall we entertain of 
fuch Sins, as are apparently willful and pre- 
meditated ? Can they plead any Title to In- 
dulgence ? Rather, is not the ill Delert in 
this Cafe too glaring to be concealed, too 
notorious to be palliated ? Obftinate Sinners 
are beyond all Difpute in a State of En. 
Inity with God, be their TranfgrefTions more 
or fewer, nor can he be reconciled to them, 
fo long as in any of their Ways they chocft 
to run counter to his Will. 

However, though their Condition be ha- 
zardous, it is not altogether defperate j and 
though Deftrudion lies before them, and they 
will furely rufh into it, if they proceed, yet 
they may ftop their Courfe, and change theit 
Road, and 'get (rotn the Highway leading 
to Death into the Path of everlafting Life. 
It is the peculiar Excellency of Chrift's Re- 
ligion, who came to feck and io fave thc^t 

^ Y whkh 
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SiUM. which was hfi («), both to c^ UffiL i»to 
IX. tWs blcffcdPath, and to conduft them in it^- 
to invite them by Repentance to forfake 
the dreadful Way they Jtfe in, Jind to renew 
them by Grace in the Spirit of thear Minds. 

Hence it comes to pafs, that, under the 
Gofpel, and by the efficacious Atonement of 
an infinite Saviour, Sin, which is always ruinous 
in its Nature, is not always deftrudbive in 
its Effefts ; and though when it is finijbed^ 
it ^ingeth forth Death (x)j ftill its deadly 
Qualities may be correfted, and its perni- 
cious Fruits blafted. The mighty Conque- 
ror, who lias fubdued both thefe driead^l 
Enemies, will refcue us out of their Hands, 
if we are wife enough to return to the Poll, 
which we have deferted, and for the future 
fight manfully under his Banner. If, after 
Examination into our paft Lives devoutly 
made, we diligently purfue the propofed End 
and Defign of it, by an humble Confeflion 
to God of all the Faults we can charge 
■ ourftlves with oh the Review, — by a con- 
trite Sorrow for them,— rby an earneft Sup- 
plication of Forgivenefs, — by a firm Refolu- 
tion of forfaking them, — and, to crown all, 
^by an immediate adhial Amendment, we 
have this ^comfortable Hope permitted 

us, 

(«) St Luke xix. 10, fxj S:. James i. 15% 
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us, that in the Ri^bteoufn^fSy we fiiall have Serm. 
done^we Jloall iivt^ we Ihall noi die (y)^'^ V^* 

If we do not make Shipwreck of the Faith 
by Apoftacy, as well as of a good Coiici- 
ehce by Immorality, we may ftili retrieve 
our Affairs. Be bur religious Circumftances 
never fo low, we ought not to give our- 
lelves over for loft, — ^whillr any Remaiiis of 
Spiritual Life are left, our Recovery is pof- 
fible, — we ' may obtain Gbd*s Pai-don' for 
what is paft, on exercifing a right Faith, 
and ftedfaftly refolving to do better,— -may 
regain his former Love by a more regular 
ObfecJ^ioufnefs for the Time to come,-^- 
and may ierve him with^ a quiet Mind, a 
.Mind ' free from the Terror of any forego- 
ing Guilt, and the Dread of any fubfequerit 
Puniihmeht, if we are induftridus to iring 
for/h. Fruits meet for Repentance {z). " 

So that no adual, no haljitual Crimes 
fliould tempt us to defpair of Mercy \ uh- 
lefs we are fo monftroufly difengenuous, as 
to make this an Handle* for our retaining 
them, and to continue in Sin^ that Grant, 
n^ay abound (a). -For then, indeed, we idsdce 

Y 2 ' ; oucfdVis 

iy) Ezek. xviii. 17. («) St. Mattfa. iH. S. 

(a ) Rom. vi. x* 
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SfKM. ourfclves Veflck of God's Wrath, not of his 
IX. Love, — we vilely pervert the Ways of the 
Lord,— — we promote Wickedoefs by the 
/Means appointed to fupprefs it, — we ceafe 
to be Chrift'^ living Members, nor are we 
. Inheritors of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Let us not then deceive ourfelves, nor be 
deceived by our Vices in fo momentous a 
Concern, where every Miftake is dangerous, 
and may be fatal. God looks for an un- 
limitted Submiflion to his Commands ; there 
-are no Points of Duty, of which it may 
not be truly faid, T^befe ought ye ta have 
done, and not to leave the other undone: 
And if he has engaged to receive reforming 
-Criminals with a compaffionate Tendernefs, 
Let us learn to improve the Mercy accord- 
ing to his Purpofe by renouncing as com- 
pleatly as poffibJe every evil Work, and la- 
^bouring to perfed Holinefs in the Fear of 
-the Lord. 

', We muft not think to compound Mat- 
tes >ith God : He wiU fufferr no Rival in 
smrHcar^, but expels, that we ihould in aU 
fThirigs be his by Chcnce, as we are always his 
by Right. Uttle Children^ fays St. John^ let 

m 
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no Man deceive you : He that doth Righter S^irm. , 

oufnefsj unruerfally and without Referve^ it ^^ 
right ecus^ even as he^ ^ his Saviour , apd Ad-- 
Yocate, is fighteous : He that commit teth Sin^-^ 
is. of the D.evit'X^)^ . He that fa^thy' hjs a- 
bidetb in the Son of God^ ought hinff^Jf Jq. 
alfo to walky even as he walked : And now^ 
little Children y abide ih hliH V that when he 
Jhall appear, we may have Confidence and not 
be ajhamed before him at his coming (^). 
Here is the Courfe we are to take, here 
is the Example we are to follow; and if 
on a Search into our paft Lives ferioufly 
made, we find, that wc have applied our^ 
felves to imitate the one, and to purfue the 
other, either from the Days of our Youth, 
or the Time of our Converlion, we may 
reft perfuaded, that we are in a State of 
Grace and Reconciliation. 

From which let nothing draw us off, nor 
remove our Integrity from us. We know 
our Rule and our Pattern, by which we ihall 
at laft be tried j by thefe let us now fre- 
quently try and examine oyrfelves, always 
corre6ting what we find wrong, always im- 
prpving wh^t we fee to be right withiflr 

Y 3 us, 

1^1 I St. John ill. 7, 8. (f ) I St. JoJm ii. 6, 28. 



> • 
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Serm. us; arid nevet forg^tJhg; iMt htcEpt oik 
yH. RighUmjritJs pill eiclli Hi Rigtltaufnrft 

^^'y^cf thi Stribti did PtaHfiei whom ourLorf 
taxes with a pirtial Obedience, «>< Jhill III 
m ^fi eater into tbh Kjngiiom if Hea- 

(i) St. Huth r. 10. 



SERMON 



SERMON X. 



Gal. vi. 9. 

Let us not be weary in 'well-domg\ 
for in due Seafon we Jball reap, 
if we faint not. 

HOEVER carefuUy perufes Serm. 
'the foregoing Part of this"Epi-,jJ~' 
ftle, cannot fail to remark how 
much the facred Author was 
obliged to trefpals upon his 
own Modelly, and to vindicate his Apoftle- 
ihlp and Doctrine from the vile Afperfions 
of various Slanderers, who through his Side* . 
autned a deadly Blow at the Heart of 
OuiftUnity itfelf. 

Against thefe he firft argues with the 

utmoft Strength and Convidton, and then 

fet* 
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Serm. fets himfelf, as he had pulled down what 
X. was faulty in their Building, to ered: what 
W4S ufeful and ornamental m his Qwn, by 
enforcing the general and neceflary Duties of 
Chriftiajiity. — To thofe .who declared fp 
ftrongly in favour of the Jewiih Religion, he 
urges, that all the haw is fulfilled in one 
IVcrdy even in this^ Thou jhalt love thy Neighs 
bour as thyfelf {a\ i. e. All the Conimand- 
nients of Mo/es touching our Neighbour are 
fummed up in our tender Regards and 
cprrcfponding A6bions towards him ; whereto 
-he adds, // is a vain Thing for any to 
boaft of their Attachments to the Law, and 
at the fame Time overthrow the grand De- 
fign of it, by their Heats and Animofities 
againft each other ; which can neither preferve 
the Honour due to their Religion, nor thera- 
felves in Quiet and Safety. For if ye bite 
and devour one another^ take Heed that ye 
he not con fumed one of another {b). 

And to their relative Obligations, he 
fcbjoins the Enforcement of theu* Duty' to 
themfelves, and exhorts them to ivalk in the 
Spirit^ for then they ftiould not, ^ fulfill the 
Lufi 0f the Flefh {c"^ Now the Works oftheFlefh 

are 

(a) Gall. V. 14. [h) V. 15. 
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are manifeft \ which our Apoftle enunierates, Serm. 
and aflerts, what they blinded with Paffion, X. 
and exafperated with Divifions, were not duly 
apprized of, that Hatred^ Vmance^ Strife^ 
Emulations^ Wratbsj Envyings^ and Herefiesj 
are as truly the Works of the Flelh, as 
Adultery^ Fornication^ Lafcivioufnefsj Murtber^ 
Drunkennefsy and fuch likcj and render a Man 
altogether as much unqualified for the Mer- 
cies of the Gofpel : Of the which he fore- 
warns them again, as he had declared unto 
them in Time paft, that they which do fuch 
Things^ Jhall not inherit the Kingdom of 
God (d). 

However, that the Pifciplcs might not 
be betrayed into an Opinion of thinking, 
that they had come up to the Charafter of 
good Chriftians by their abftaining only from 
,Evil, St. Paul lets them know, that it was re- 
quired of them Ukewife to do Good and 
to abound in the Fruit of the Sprite which • 
is Love^ Joy^ Peace^ Jjong-fuffering^ Gentle- 
nefsj Goodnefsj Faith j Mf^l^^^fSj 'Temper - 
ahce (e), And thefe Virtues he again, in 
the Verfes preceding our Text, recommends 
fjrom the Confidcration of the Certainty of 
Qur being rccompenfed according t;o our 

Deeds 5 

J</) Gal. V, 19, 20^21. (^) V. 23. 



33© SERMONS oH fevfiral 

Sehm. Deeds; iivAich he intfocfuces with thisdau- 
X. tton : Bt Hot deceived ; God is not mocked : 
For wbatjbevir a Man fowetbj that Jhall be 
alfo tehp. For be tbat foweth to bis Flejh^ 
Jhall of the Fltjh reap Corruption : But he 
that fowetb to the Spirit^ Jhall of the Spirit 
reap Life iverlafting (f). The laft End ta 
which all Things in this World tend, is 
fomethmg tarital ; but the Principle and the 
Tendency of the ntxt ire wholly Ipiritual. — 
He^ that foweib tc the Flejh^ — he, who con- 
fults only his prfeferit Intereft upon Earth, 
his Crop fhall bfc anfwefable to his Seed, — 
he may reap temporal Advantages propor- 
tionable to his Pains and Induftry, yet the 
utiiioft Produce of £1 his Labour can be but 
of a fliort-lired Duration, all earthly Things 
bting of a tranfieiit and corruptible Nature : 
For he that foweth to the Flelh, fhall of 
the Fklh reap Corhiption. 

But be tbatfowetb to tb& Spirit^-^-ht^ who 
has his Mind fettled on the Rewalds of an- 
other State^, and condufts himfelf fo far by 
Faith and hot by Sight, that he can cheer- 
fully fbi^o an immediate Enjoyment, and 
buly it, as it were under-ground, caft- 
ing it in Ufce Seed into the Earth, in Hopes 

of 

{/) Gal. vi. 7, 8} 
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of a future plentiful Harveft, how much fo- Seriv*. 
ever H^ linay be cehftired for his ImproVi- X. 
denie an^ Credulity by M Ihbf t-figWed ^^"^ 
Men of this World, ftill mall receive an 
aSundant Increaie of, and rfieet with a glo- 
rious Recompenfe for; all his patient Conti- 
nuance in well-doing, in the Bleffings of the 
World to come. For be^ that fowetb to the 
spirit, Jhdll of the Spirit reap Life everlaji- 
1%.—- i"hefe Things being fo. Let us not he 
weary in wetl-doing^ for in due Sedfon we 
Jball redp^ t/ we faint not. 

Here^ is tlS ehcoufa^rig Do(5l:nne,^hich 
St. Paut ^ould ciediice from the Whole : 
And, it feems to be doing an Injury to liiis 
Argument to limit it, as fome have done, 
to a fingle though pi-iricipal Member, wheh 
he plainly apphes it to the compleat Boay 
of" Chriftiah Duties. They, who interpret 
Well-doing to iTignify Charity alone, appa- . 
rently look upbii this as a detached Sen- 
tence, iinconhbcled with the reft of tire 
Epiftle; wherfcas from the curlbry View, 
1 have given of it, it evidently ftands as ah 
Inference from the Premifes, and contains 
an Ekhortatioh ko an uhbooiidfed Peffever^ce 
irt all good 'Storks. 



In 
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Serm. 
X. In this general Senfe I fhall here undcr- 
ftand it, and cpnfider as well what our Apo- 
ftle infinuates, together with the bad Confe- 
quences thereof, as what he perfuades to, 
and the moft prevailing Motives he urges to 
enforce it. 

What is infinuated or fuppofed, is, that 
Men are apt to grow weary in well-doing -, 
a Charge too jufUy grounded to be denied. * 
So great is the Frailty of human Nature in 
its fad State of univerfal Degeneracy, and fo 
utterly averfe from conformmg itfelf to the 
Good- will and Pleafure of Almighty God,, 
that without the Divine Afliftance enabling 
us to keep a fteady Eye on fuch Encou- 
ragements as God has promifed to our Cpn- 
ftancy, we fhall be frequently inclined to 
faint in our Courfe, and grow tired of our 
Work: Every Temptaion will foil us, will 
retard our Progrefs, and flacken our Induf- 
try, or turn us out of the right Way, and 
betray us to the grand Enemy of our Sal- 
vation. 

That fuch muft be our Condition in a 
State pf Nature may certainly be concluded, 
fince even under Grace, when Men v are en- 
titled 
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titled to God's mighty Aid, they too often Serm. 
neglcdl to make the eXpefted Improvements ^^ 
of it, and having begun in the Spirit, aim 
at nothing fo earneftly as to be perfedled 
in the Flefh. They fleep when they fhould 
watch,- — yield where they Ihould refift,- — 
and loiter away idly thofe Hours, which 
are appointed for Labour. Either they have 
not a firm Cohfidence in God, and are afraid 
of not receiving at laft the promifed Fruits 

* of a perfevering Diligence, or elfe they de- 

• fpife* them, and have no Relifh for any be- 
fides worldly and fenfual Pleafures, tho' the 
one difcovers a moft vitiated Tafte, as the 
other a moft impious Diftruft. 

Much Reafon then had St. Paul to found 
his Exhortation to a Continuance in well-do- 
; doing, on "^the Suppofal of Mens Pronenefs 
to difcontinue it. For which he had not 
only the Experience of his own Times, but 
the Hiftory of the former, and might fairly 
^ conclude as to the future, that ordinary Chri- 
ftians would be in danger of feeling the like 
Wearinefs and Faintnefs, fince the moft emi- 
nent and holy of God's Servants, whofe 
Faith, and Patience, and Piety are recorded 
for an Exairiple'to all Pofterity, have in 
their Defedts of this Kind proved themfclves 

-• . , to 
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Xties as others. 
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Thus, the Man after God's own Heart, 
ivhen he faw the Prc|fperity of .the .Wic^a, 
that they were not in Trovble like other 
Men, nor plagued like other Men, — that 
they carried on their JDefigns fmoothly, and 
were not brought into any immediate Dan- 
ger by the Crimes they nad committed,-— 
that they had an uninterrupted and continued 
Q>urfe of temporal Succefs, and were not 
called to a fpeedy Account for their Blaf- 
phemies, and their during jPrgypq^tic^ns agair^ 
God, — he, obfervjng thefe Events, and find- 
ing Things to be far otherwife with him, 
that he was plagued all .tl^ jDay long, and 
chaftened every Morning, .burfts out into this 
hafty and defponding Exclamation, Verily I 
have cleanfed my Heart in vaifiy and njoajbei 
my Hands in Innocency (g). 

Such is the Weaknefs pf h^m^Refoludon. 
that if they do not prefently find the^cou- 
ragement in doing their Duty which th^y 
promife themfelves, if all things fucceed^not 
According to then* fanguine Eroeftationst 
they are ready many Times to cry mt m 

the 



•« ji 



(g) Pf. ixxiii. 



r^" 
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j{b€ Wfft^ of ti^ pi:<^np King of I/rael', Szkm. 
Wkfif fifouU I w/ii4 fpr Sh Lord any ^^ 

^upi4 ^jStive eQpii^ to prqfecute ftn luigodiy 
Piufe, they are quickly tired in their Chrif- 
ti^ RftCf , nor !C,an $hey Jbe prevailed on to 
finij^ ^it, eyep jfor 9 Crown of Gkiry. -This 
Wearinel^ a^e nhey fubje^ to in the Point 
^f <ioi|^ vpell, fti^ ihQw much more in ithe 
Ppk* (of fufFering £yil ? 

And that we have much ^noreReafon ,to 
fear and to be doubtful of our own Strength, 
;lhiMi to .be high minded, and confident we 
have too -many Inftances, befides, probably, 
our .oje^n Experience jto convince us. 

If we .look back into Antiquity, we fh4ll 

find the \great Ahr^^mn himfelf fo remark- 

aWe Tor his ilrong ;Faith and ile^dyiQbe- 

dience, tOjbe ranlj;ed in the Number gf thofe 

-who hai'^e not in aU Cafes ftpod th^ir 

> Grpy nd : .For though he could moft won- 

derftjjly figqali^e himfejf by his neither flag- 

^^tiog ait his Promife of having ^ ^ Spn, 

;.thrP34gh Unbelief, mud^e to him at, an Ag^, 

which rendered it highly improbable that, he 

Ihould beget one, and impofTible that, his 

Wife 

(^ ) a Kings vi. 33, 
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Serm. Wife fliould conceive one^ luimanly fpeak- 
IX. ing and according to the Courfe of Nature, 

^^^^^^^nor ftumbling at the trying Command of 
facrificing that Son, through Difobedience, 
yet this Father of the Faithful coming 
among Strangers, Upon fome Apprehenfions 
that his Life might be in Danger, Ihould 
he openly acknowledge Sarah to be what 
in Reality fhe was, not only his Kinfwoman, 
but his Wife, his Heart failed him, and he 
diffembled firft with Phareab^ and afterwards 
with AbimeUck. 

But obfervable above all is the Behaviour 
of pious Joh^ celebrated to a Proverb for 
his Patience j he, we .find grew weary of his 
Conftancy, nor could he prevail on himfelf 
to wait God's Time i(x Relief without 
this perverfe repining. O that I might 
have my Requeft^ and that God would grunt 
me the "Thing that I long for^ even that it 
would pleafe God to dejlroy me. And again, 
fFhat is my Strength that I Jhould hope ? 
And, Oh! that one would hear me^ behold^ 
my Dejire is^ that the Almighty would anfwer 
mej and that fty Adverfary had written a 
Book, 

Nor 
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Serm. 
Nor can we well overlook the faint-heart- X. 
ednefs of the blefled Apoftles in fhamefuUy 
' deferting their dear Lord and Saviour at the 
critical Seafon of his being apprehended, they 
had very zealoufly engaged to ftand by him 
at all Events, and rather to die with him 
than deny him, and yet, when they were 
put to the Trial, they every one forfook 
him and fled to fecure their Lives, and 
Ihewed not the leafl: Regard for his. 

Now all thefe Things were written for 
our Admonition, and afford us this inftruc- 
tive Leflbn, that he who thinketh he ftandeth, 
fliould take Heed left he fall (h). If Per- 
fons of the moft exemplary Charafters have 
found the Flefti to be weak tho* the Spirit 
was willing, and whilft they approved what 
was Good, have experienced Evil to be pre-^ 
fent with them, in how much more Dan- 
ger muft we be of flying off from .the 
Bent of Virtue, and growing weary of well- 
doing ? We are taught from thefe Scripture 
Inftances of Back-fliding, the vicious Byaft 
of our Nature, not to difcourage, but tp 
animate us, to keep us alert and vigilant in 
our Station, and if by our Indolence and 

Z Sloth 

(h) I Cor. X. xa. 
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Serm* Sloth we decline from pur Stedfaftnefs, and 
X* are led into Temptation, let us not think 

^'^^^^^ to juftify our Faults by the Faults of others, 
much lefs that we go about to excufe our- 
felves by accufing God, as though he tempted 
us to Evil; becaufe he did not reftrain us 
'from it by Violence, when he does fuffi- 
ciently enable us to reftr^n ourfelves : A little 
Confideration will enable us to throw' the 
Blame where it ought to fall. 

As often as we perceive an incoherent 

'Mixture of Virtue and Vice in our Lives, 

•our own Hearts cannot 'but upbraid us. 

I Diffatisfaftion muft be the prefent Fruits of 

•being reUgious- only by Fits and Starts, 

where Humour or Intereft, and not Con- 

fcience is the ruling Principle. To have 

been innocent is a fharp Sting of Guilt, 

'and the Refleftion on eur paft Piety, Tem- 

■perance and Charity is only then uncom- 

'ibrtable, when we find ourfelves to be in a 

'contrary Bifpofition. "' ^ 



-•% «•' 



If we did run well, wh^t fhould induce us 
to jgive over? ' h the Difficulty, greater to go 
on than to* m^ke o,ur Progrefs So far? Or 
Veire'-we Formerly miftaken in our Opinion 
*<ir the Worth and Importance of Things > 

• . Are 
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Att out Souls Ids valuable now than here- Serm, 
tofore ? Or in lefs danger of Sin when we X* 
indulge it, than when we avoided it ? Is the ^^-^'V^^ 
Nature and Tendency of Good and Evil 
changed ? Or do we even think them fo ? 
If we cannot anfwer any of theft Queftions 
in a Way fatisfa<Sory to our Minds, how 
rhuft we be difquieted, as often as we coolly 
conlider thenrij and at the fame. time con- 
iider, that the right Anfwers bear exceed- 
ing hard upon us, 

NEii'HER is this the worft Cohfequent^ 
which flows from our Wearinefs in well- 
doing, as it cannot pleafe us, fo will not 
God take Pleafure in it. He expe<5ts that; 
'we maintain our Ground, at all Times and 
on all Occafions, and nriove on in a con* 
fiftent uniform Obedience. What he has 
made our Duty at firft, the fame or greater 
Degrees of it remain our Duty at laft ; we 
mult end as we have begun^ and not fancy 
that a Life, in part only well fpent, will 
intitle us to Acceptance, or that we fhall 
continue in his Love unlefs we are con- 
ftant in doing his Commandments* 

But thofe ape got into a Strain of pro* 
fane Jefting, who talk of balancing Accounts 

Z z with 
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Serm. with their Maker, and fetting their preceding 
X. good Deed againft their fubfequent bad ones. 
For, can God be made a Debtor by our beft 
Aftions, or can thefe merit an Acquittal for 
our Offences? The Almighty, it is true, 
is gracioufly pleafed, out of his great Good- 
nefs and Compaffion to our Infirmities, to 
admit us, in cafe of our ftarting afide thro* 
Faintnefs and Irrefolution to Tenns of Par-» 
don and Reconciliation on our Repentance 
and Recovery, on our roufing up our Spi- 
rits and exerting our Strength ; and to this 
muft we quicken ourfclves by his Help, in 
Proportion to the Degrees of our Tranfgref- 
fion, and the Time and Ground we have 
loft, that we may be able to fatisfy both 
God and our own Hearts of our Sincerity^ 
and to arrive at a juft Meafure of Stedfaft- 
nefs in the remaining Part of our Courfe, 
otherwife we are not permitted to hope, 
that we fhall conclude it with Joy; For he 
only that endure tb to the End^ the fame Jhall 
he faved (i). 

-If we do not pufli vigoroufly onwards, 
and lengthen out our Progrefs in Religion 
with our Lives, — If we do not, when at 
at any time we fall, immediately rife again, 

mend 

(ij St. Matth. xxiv. 1 3* 
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mend our Pace, and look well to our go- Serm. 
ings, but rather cherilh an idle lazy Hu- X. 
mour, till we are perfedly indifpofcd to fpi* ^"Y^^^ 
ritual Motion, fancying, that we have already 
done enough to defcrve God's Favour, and 
that our former good Work will carry us 
to Heaven -, at our own Peril muft we en- 
tertain Sentiments fo ill grounded, and pro- 
feciite fo airy a Scheme. 

GoD*s Declarations are point-blank againft 
us, .when, as he denounces by his Prophet, 
The Righteous turneth away from his Right eouf- 
nefs and commit teth Iniquity and doth according 
to all the Abominations that the Wicked Man 
dothy all his Righteoufnefs that he hath done 
Jhall not be mentioned^ in his Trejpafs that he 
hath trefpajfedj and in his Sin that he hath 
Jinned^ in them Jhall he die (k). And by 
his Apoftle, If after they have efcaped the 
Pollutions of the Worlds through Knowledge of 
the Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrifty they are 
again entangled therein and overcome^ the lap- 
ter End is worfe with them than the Be- 
ginning. For it bad been better for them 
not to have kriown the Way of Righteoufnefs^ 
than after they have known it^ to turn from the 
holy Commandment delivered unto them (I). 

Z 3 These 

(k) Ezek. xyiii. 24. (I) 2 St.Pct^ ii. 20, z\. 
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Serm. 
^* These Paflages arc too ckar tx) be. eluded, 

^^^^and too ftrong to be withftood. They 
abundantly difcover the bad Confequences of 
being weary in well-doings that Wif Ihall 
not only fufFer for our Revolt from our En- 
gagements, but fufFer the more fevei*ely for 
it. — It is agreeable to the Divmc Jiiftice to 
adapt Punifhments to Crimes ; and if a 
vifible Defeftion from th^ Ways of Holi- 
pefs be the grcfateft Crime we can be guilty 
pf, abating downright Apoftacy, doth it not 
jfairly call for the greateft Punifhmcnt ?-r 
And what can be a more hemous Procedure 
than this? Is it not to refift theHoly Ghoflr, 
who had conduced us fo far, and would 
have carried us through all the Difficulties 
which oppofed our Progrefs? Is it not to 
count the Blood of the Covenant an unholy 
or common "Things which we will not be at 
the Pains to fecure a lafling Intereft in ? Is 
it not to bring up an evil Report againft 
the True R^igion which we have difcafded 
^n Praftice, though we may retain it in Pro- 
felTion? And is it not to bring our Neigh-, 
bours, as well as our own Guilt upon our 
lieads, by throwing a Sturfibling-blpck m 
^heir Way, by tempting the Weak and 
Jiardening the Wicked ? . Any one of thefe 

Cir^um^ances 
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Circumftances is a confiderable Aggravation Serm* 
of Sin 5 but with how great Force muft X- 
their united Weight fall on the I^eferter ^"^''*^^'^^^''^ 
from his Duty ?t — To be ^ Pri^ervativc 
againft the Evil which refults from our 
being weary in well-doings the Exhortation 
of the Apoftle is urged upon us in tl^ 
Text, and enforced by the moft prevaiUng 
Motive, for in due Sea fan we Jhall reapy if w 
faint not. 

The Certainty of Succefs is the chief 
Inducement to Labour, and where that is 
precarious, this is moft defervedly flackened. 
But though this Rule be very reafonable,^ 
it is yet not too conftantly followed -, Meh 
often throwing away their Time and Care 
on thofe Things in which it is very doubt- 
ful if ever they have theij- Pains rewarded.—-. 
It is an old and experienced Obfe^^ation^ 
that all Things in the Event of worldly Affairs 
happen alike to allj the Race is not to the 
Swift^ nor the Battle to the Strong (m). — ,- 
And this led many of the Antients who, 
were unacquainted with the revealed Vit- 
covery of a future State to conclude,, though 
very abfordly, that there was no iupreme Di-. 
reftor watching over jgid ordering the tempo- 
jral Concerns of Men. Xhfse 

(mj Eccl^.i;^. H* 



344 SERMONS on feveral 

Serm. 
X^ These fhort-fightcd Pcrfons, confining 
their Views to prefent Occurrences, and not 
refleding that what they faw was only a 
fmail Part of an exceeding large Scheme, but 
k few Links of a long extended Chain, 
could not difcern the Connexion of this 
Life with another^ where all its obvious Ir- 
regularities will be fully adjufted. 

But wc ChrifUans have our Prolpe<3; 
ibctched out beyond the Bounds of Time. 
We have JJfe and Immortality irought to 
Ugbt bj the Go/pel (n). We know affured- 
ly, that there ftiall be a State of Retribu- 
tion \ and that the Hdur is coming, when 
a manifeft Difference Ihall be made between 
him that fervetb God^ and him that ferveth 
him not (o), 

•That every one fliall hereafter Ihare in 
Happinefs or Mifery^ as his Anions here 
have been good or Evil, is the fundamental 
Doftrine of Revelation j to imprint which 
deeply on our Mindfi, fo as to influence 
our Praftice, is its grand and ultimate End: 
And if we believe infallibly the one to be 
true, we mull as firmly believe the other to 

be 

{n) z Tim. 1. 10. {(,) Mai. iii, i8. 
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be certain, and confequcndy order all ourSERM. 
Behaviour with a View to it, nor ever he X. 
weary in well-doing.— -^Thc Prophet I/aiah 
delivers himfelf very pertinently to the Pur- 
pofe. Say ye to the Righteous^ that it Jhall 
be well with him ; for they Jhall eat the 
Fruit of their Doings. Wo unto the Wicked^ 
it Jhall be ill with him ; for the Reward of 
his Hands fhall be given hitn (p). — How- 
ever it mult not be diflembled that theic 
Words may poflibly have been fpoken with 
refped to the Rewards^ and PunUhments of 
this Life -, yet as the earthly Canaan was 
typical of the heavenly, all the temporal 
Bleffings and Curfcs written in the Law are 
to be fpiritually applied under the Gofpel. 
The Promifes and Threatenings are in both 
Cafes fuitable to. the Difpenfations they 
enforce. The Ordinances of Mofes are 
carnal, and fo are his San<5lions ; the In- 
ftitutions of Chrift are fpiritual, and ilich 

accordingly are his Motives to Obedience. 

He leaves the prefent Worlii under the fame 
general Providence as formerly ; but referves 
the future to his fpecial Ordering and Di- 
rection, and has moft exprefsly declared, 
that he, the Son of Man Jhall come in tht 
Glory of his Father with the Holy Angels^ 

and 

{p ) Ifai. iii. |o« zi« 
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Serm. and fhall reward every cm according to bis 
-?! ^<?r^x (f)y — and that in the End of the 
World the Son of Man /hall fend forth his 
Angelsj and they fball gather out of his King- 
dom all Things that offend ^ and them that 
do Iniquity j and fhall caji them into a Fur- 
nace of Fire: There fhall be wailing and 
gnafi^ing of Teeth. Then fhall the Righteous 
Jhine forth as the Sun in the Kingdom of their 
Father (r). 

St. Paul likewife fpcaking of the Revela- 
tion of the righteous Judgment of God^ affirmsi 
that he will render to every Man according tP 
bis Deeds : To them who by patient Continuance 
in well-doings feek for Glory^ and Honour^ 
and Immortality -, eternal Life : But unto them 
that are contentious and do not obey the Truth, 
but obey Unrighteoufnefs -, Indignation . and 
IVrathy Tribulation and Anguifi> upon every 
Soul of Man that doth Evil (s). — So that 
be the Diftribution of Good and Evil in 
this Life. never fo promifcuous, cverlaffing 
JJappinefs, we are fure, i$ pronrifcd to thofe 
who perfevere in well-doing, and cndlefi 
Mifery is threatened to all fuchas fallback 
unto their own Wickednefsj and ferjifi in Sin 
and Bif obedience. ^ Ani> 

fq) St. Matth. xvi. 27. (r) St. Matth. xiii. 41 , 42, 43. 
(t) Rom. ii. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. 
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And as a farther Eneouttgemeht t6 the X. 
Continuance of our Induftry aind Laboui*, ^"'^V^^ 
we fhould eonfidar^j that "^^e Ihall hot ofily 
reap in due St a f on if we fmrit n^t^ but fhati 
alfo receive an Increafe adetjnate to thfe e»- 
^ftnefs of our Culture, and ©ur watchful- 
ncfs over the.growii^ Crop, 

If, after the Seed of the Word has b^A 
fown in our Hearts and watered with thfe 
Dew erf* heavenly Grace, we take Care that 
it Ihall ftrike deep Root, in good Tltougl^s ;-^ 
fprout up . into pious Refoluti6rt4 — -branch 
up into virtuous Aftions, and ripcA \^ 
to fettled . Habits of Rdigioii, a jlioft friiit^ 
ful Harveft may fafely he depended chi^.-^ 
It is riot in tht Hitfbandry 'of the Soul ^ 
4n the Hulbandry of the Ground: In thd 
latter, the beft Returns do not always foIIo# 
the greateft Ccft and Paim ; bu^ in thd for^ 
mer, the moft unwearied Afliduity will ihf 
fallibly rfieet with the largeft Produce 5 iii 
this Senfe He that Jowetb plentemjty Jhatl 
reap alfo flenteoufly ; arid ^ha^er c^nfiuei 
Jtedfaji, immoveabky always abounding in th 
fForks of Lord^ fhall find at the kft, thatj&/i 
labour k^th tkit been in vain in the Lord. 

Tub 
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Serm* 

X. The (ame Scriptures which afcertain our 
future Condition according to the Quality of 
our prefcnt Works, cnfure to us alfo a Hap- 
pinefs anfwerable to the Mc^ure of their 
Goodnefs: And as a Spur to our perfe- 
vering Improvement we are encouraged to 
hope for a Reward proportioned to the Ad- 
vances we make in Holinefs and Virtue, 
and to the Difficulties and Difcouragements 
we meet with m making them.—This may 
jufUy be inferred from what our Lord tells 
his Difciples, In wy Father's Houfe are many 
Man/tons (t)^ for what can this multiplicity 
of HaHtations in the Regions above imply, 
bcfides a Difference in the Degrees of 
Glory i I go to prepare a Place for you^^ 
and, Blejfed are ye when Men Jhall revile 
you and perfecute you ; and Jhall fay allnian^ 
ner of Evil againft you falfty for my Sake : 
Rejoycej and be exceeding glad ; for great is 
your Reward in Heaven (uX — /. ^. Their 
future Joyslhall be J)roportioned to their 
prcfent Suflferings. Otherwife, if they whofe 
Lot it is to be ill treated for their firm 
Adherence to their Saviour and his Gofpel, 
ihall not receive a more excellent Recom- 
pence, and be admitted to higher Degrees 

of 

(#) St. John xiv. 2. (u) St. Matth v. u, 12. 
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of Glory than thofe who with an equal Serm, 
Meafure of Righteoufiiefs endure no fuch X. 
Perfecution ; the former are manifcftly in a 
worfe Condition with Refped to one Part 
of their Being than the latter ; nor can it be 
difcemed wherein the peculiar Bleflednefs 
enfiired to them by their Redeemer will 
confift. — May it not bf faid of them, who 
have fought manfully in the Caufe of Re- 
ligion, and refifted even unto Bloody ftriving 
againjl Sin^ and teftifying againft Sinners, 
in Cafe no diftinguifhcd Blifs awaits them, 
what the Apoftle fays of good Chrif-^ 
tians at large on Suppofition of having in 
this Life only Hope in Chrijlj as they would 
be of all Men mofi miferable (x)y fo thefe 
would be of all holy Men, undergoing the 
deepeft Calamities in this World, without 
an adequate Requital in the next ? — But we 
have yet more evident Proof hereof from 
our BlefTed Saviour's Affurances given to 
his Apoftles, who were conftant Attendants 
on his Perfon, and great Suflferers for his 
Caufe, that a more eminent Share; of Glory 
fhould be conferred upon them, implied 
in the Promife of their fitting upon Twelve 
Tbronesy and judging the Twelve Tribes of^ 
Ifrael (y). So the Prophet Daniel obferved 

before 

Ix) I Cor. XV. 19. , Ij) St. Luke xrii. 30. 
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SiRM. before (z). fbey that he wife Jhall Jbine as 
X. the Brightnefs of the Firmament •, and they 

^^Or^ that turn many to Right eoufnefsy as the Stars 
for ever and ever. There is. one Glory of the 
Sun^ fays St. Paul (a) another Glory of the^ 
Moon^ and another Glory of the Stars ; for 
one Star diners from another. Star in Glory. 
So alfo is the Refurreltion of the Dead. — -. 
And, He that receivetb a Prophet^ fays 
Chrift Jefus himfelf, in the Name of a Pro- 
phet^ /hall receive a Prophet^ s Reward : and 
be that receivetb <r righteous Man in the Name 
of a righteous Many fhall receive a righteous 
Man^s Reward. And whofoever doth give to 
drink unto one of tbefe little Ones a Cup of 
cold Water only^ in the Name of a DifciplCj 
verily I fay unto you^ he fhall in no wife 
hfe bis Reward (h). 

Now, what can be plainer Proofs than thefe, 
of a Variety of future Bleflednefs ? Nor ought 
it to ftagger our Belief in this Article, that 
our Lord informs us in his Parable of the La- 
bourers, how they, who had worked many 
Hours, and they- who had ferved but one, were 
pay*d at the Qofe of the Day, every Man a 
Pmt^ (c)y for this Parable clearly relates not to 

the 

(«) Daniel xii. 3. {a) i Cor. xv. 41. 

( i ] St. Matth X. 41, 4ri ( c >'St. Mauh. xx. 9; 
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the Diftribution of Rewards in another llk^ Serm. 
but to the Admiflion of all Mankind, both X. 
6entiles and Jews, to an Equality of Gofpel- ^^^^V^^ 
Privileges in this. And though there Ihall 
certainly be Fullnefs of Joy at God's right Hand^ 
yet this muft be underftood according to our 
feveral Meafures and Capacities ; which be- 
ing diverfe, it is fo far from an Argu- 
ment againft the Diverfity of the Gifts of 
Glory as well as Grace, that it is a ftrong 
Confirmation of it Having therefore thefe 
Promifes^ dearly beloved^ let us cleanfe our-- 
f elves from all Filthinefs of Flejh and Spirit^ 
perfeSiing Holinefs in the Fear of the Lord (d). 

We fhould take Notice, that were we to 
cool in our . AfFedion towards heavenly 
Treafures as not to ftrive for the higheft 
Prize by going on unto Perfe^ion^ yet it is im- 
polTible to ftand ftill in the Duties of Re- 
ligion. We cannot keep the Ground we have 
gained, without gaining more: If we do not 
advance we muft retreat ; if we do not grox^ 
better we muft grow worfe ; confequently 
without Perfeverance we muft lofe theThipgs 
that we have wrought,and reduce ourfclyes to a 
niore deplorable State, even by our tempo- 
rary Obedience. To 'prevent this, out Ap- 
prfehenfions are alarmed with the Threatenings 
/ - '^ •• • ' . ^f 

* (V} z Cor. vii, I. 
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Serm. of a NDfcry fuitable to the Size of our Guilt. 
X. AH finally incorrigible Sinners fliall feel the 
certain Vengeance of God; but then they 
fhall feel it in diverfe Proportions, as their 
Offences are more aggravated or more nu- 
merous. The fame Rule will be obferved 
both in Puniftiments and Rewards ; and as 
all the Righteous will not be admitted to 
equal Heights of Honour and Happinefs, io 
neither will all the Wicked be funk to an 
equal Depth of Shame and Wrctchednefs. — 
That there Ihall be fuch an exa(5t Corre- 
spondence between Crimes and Sufferings, 
we have our Saviour's Authority for main- 
taining, who in exprefs Words teaches us 
to believe, that fomt Jhall he beaten with 
many Stripes^ and fme with few (e)y and 

that it Jhall be more tolerable for fome Sin- 
ners in the Day of Judgment than fgr 

others {f). 

Are thefe Things fo ? And will not Re-? 
volters from Piety to Profanefs, from Vir- 
tue to Immorality, confider a little upon 
what Grounds they are likely to ftand ? If, 
as we have already feen, they will be de- 
fervedly ranked among the moft heinous 
TranfgrefTors, having no Plea to make either 

of 

\e) St. Luke xii. 47,48. (/) St. Mttth. ». 
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of Ignorance or Inability, fince they wilfully 
renounce what they both knew and prac- 
tifed, how can they hope to efcape the hea- 
vieft of God's Wrath, the intenfeft Degree 

» 

of Punilhmcnt in that Place of unfpeakablc 
Anguiih, "^Yitxt mighty Sinners Jhall be mighti- 
fy tormented (f). 

These are plain Threatenings of the Gof* 
pel, and God*s Truth as well as Juftice is 
concerned to make them . good. — Knowing 
then the "Terrors of the Lord^ let us be pre- 
fuaded to preferve ourfelves from them. 
Let thofe, who have bafely fallen back unto 
their own fTickednefSy haften to extricate 
thcmfelves out of fo dangerous a Situation, 
being quickened by the moft awful Decla- 
rations of Holy Scripture, that the Lordjhall 
reward the Evil-doers according to their Wick- 
ednefs (g), and, that theyJhalleatoftheFrui^ 
of their own fVay^ and be filled with their 
own Devices (h)^ and kt others, who have 
hitherto a£ted more wifely, have been care- 
ful to pkaic God, tp keep themfelves in hia 
Love, and confcientioufly to do his Com- 
mandments ; let them continue in the Faith 
grounded and fettled, and not be moved 

A a away 

(/) Wifd. vi. 6. (i) ^ S^n^' Mi- 39" 

{h) Prov. i. 31. , . ... » 
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away from the Hope of the Gofpel which 
they have heard (i)\ let them beware:^ left 
bring led away by the Error of the Wicked^ 
ibey fall from tbrir own Stedfaftnefs. For 
we are made Partakers of Cbriftj if we bold 
. tbe Beginning of our Confidence ftedfaft unto 
tbe End (k). — If the Certainty of future 
Bleffcdnefs, the leaft Portion of which the 
beft of , Men are not capable of meriting, 
and can rather quality themfelves for, thai^ 
entitle themfelves to, be the moft pow- 
erful Motive to engage us in a reU^ous 
Courfe ; fhail not the Affurance of high De- 
grees, of Glory, annexed to proportionable 
Degrees of Goodnefs keep us fteady and > 
fixed? eflfeAuaUy prevent our ever flying 
from the Field of Battle through Cowar- 
dice, deferring to the Tents of Ungodlinels 
through Treachery, or giving our Hearts 
any Caufe to reproacb us as long as we live ? 

But wbo is fufficient for tbefe Tbings (I) ? 
It is not in Man to order bis Steps arigbt (m) % 
his Abilities are fadly impaired whiift the 
Force of Temptations is terribly increafed : 
Yet are we not to give up our Caufe as 
loft, or fit down in a deiponding Pofture as 

if 

( i) Colbff. i. 23. { i) 2 St. Pet. ill, 17, 

(f) 2 Cor. ii. i6, («) Jcr. X. 23. 
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if the Prize offered us were impoffible to be ' 
won. No, oa the contrary we are to ex- 
ert our beft Endeavours, and then we need 
not doubt but the Divine Succours will come 
into our Afliftance. 

The Props of hunian Induftry, indieed, arc 
all weak and precarious, hat the Foundation 
of Godftands fure ; in him only it is, that 
we can be firong^ and in the Power of his 
^ght may be more than Conquerors. Let 
us then on the one Hand be cautious of 
retting too confidently on our own Bottom, 
and on the other, of being carelefs and remifs 
in our Endeavours ; but in humble Reliance 
upon heavenly Aid, let us labour to perfevere 
in the Ways of Piety and Holinefs to the End 
of our Lives, then will God give us our Reward^ 
ai>d v^ith fFell done good ani faithful Servants^ 
bid us enter into the Joy of our Lord (n). 

Now unto him that is able to keep you from 
falling^andto preferve you faultlefs before tbePre- 
fence of his Glory with exceeding Joy 5 to the 
only wife God our Saviour^ be Glory and Ma- 
jeftyj Dominion and Power ^ both now and for 
ever. Amen. (0). 

(n) Sc. MattK. xx\r. 21. (0} Stu Judc 24, £$. 
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